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We have the pleasure to submit the Crossing
Borders (CB) annual progress report covering the
period from January 2004 through December 2004.
The report comprises seminar reports from the 4 day
workshop in Antalya in March 2004, the summer
seminar held in Elsinore, August 2004, the follow- up
workshop held in Istanbul in November 2004 and the
two teachers’ workshop held in March 2004 and
November 2004. The report also comprises detailed
narrative reports covering the period from Crossing
Borders’ local partners. 

This year has been a year rich of experiences and
activities for Crossing Borders. in August 2004
Crossing Borders was transformed into a Non
Governmental Organization (NGO) baesd at the
International People’s college in Elsinore, Denmark.
The new organisational structure of CB  consists of
an Advisory Board, a Board, an Executive Secretariat,
a Middle East Coordination and a Administration
Secretary at the CB office in Jerusalem. 

Furthermore CB has established a partnership with
a German youth organisation in Hamburg and the
Arab Academic College for Education in Haifa, Israel.
CB also started cooperation with Danish schools and
teachers’ networks. 

CB activities have been extended to include a
teachers’ programme in order to encourage the use
of the CB magazine in the class room, and how to
educate the educators. 

The German Publishers’ house Axel Springer spon-
sored a special CB youth summit in Berlin in July
2004 where the CB youth were interviewed by sever-
al TV channels such as RTL and Arte and. The summit
was chaired by the famous TV journalist and host
Sabine Christiansen.
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Youth Antalya seminar
A four day seminar was implemented from the 11 -

14 March 2004 in Antalya, Turkey.
The main theme of the seminar was communicat-

ing different narratives and the topics included intro-
duction to narratives, Arab-Israeli media narratives
since the 1993 Oslo Accord, timeline narratives, mul-
tiple perspectives and dialogue. The immediate out-
come was joint articles for the upcoming edition of
Crossing Borders number 20.  

The result of this activity was excellent, as new
methods gave the seminar better focus and improve-
ment on the previous seminar. Participants had the
space to open up and express their feelings about
the hot issues. 

Teachers Antalya seminar
The first Crossing Borders teachers seminar was

held in Antalya in March 2004. This seminar and the
following were funded with grants from the Danish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Danish Daily
Newspaper Politiken’s fund and UNESCO
Participation Programme. 

Berlin Seminar
The Berlin seminar was especially sponsored by

the German publishing house Axel Springer. From the
July 5 - 11 2004, 21 CB members went to Berlin to par-
ticipate in this seminar, receive training at the Axel
Springer journalism school and write articles. The
youth were interviewed by several German newspa-

Plan of activities

ACTIVITY PARTICIP0ANTS VENUE DATE

CB edition 19 Coordinators Jerusalem January 2004

Youth Seminar 34 CB youth Antalya March 2004

Teachers seminar 32 CB teachers Antalya March 2004

CB edition 20 Coordinators Jerusalem March 2004

Reunion meeting CB teachers Jerusalem May 2004

Reunion with lecture 45 CB youth Jerusalem June 2004

CB Edition 21 Coordinators Jerusalem June 2004

Berlin seminar 25 CB youth Berlin July 2004

Seminar edition 22 Project Manager +  coordinators Berlin July 2004

Uni-national Meetings CB youth The ME August 2004

Board Meeting Board members Denmark August 2004

Summer course 40 CB youth Denmark August 2004

Advisory Board Advisory Board members Denmark November 2004

Teachers’ visit Jordanian and Israeli 

teachers and their students Aquaba / Eilat August 2004

Visit to the region CB Manager and film director ME August 2004

Seminar edition 23 Project manager and coordinators Denmark August 2004

CB edition 24 CB youth and Coordinators Jerusalem October 2004

Uni-national meetings CB youth The ME October 2004

Board Meeting Board members and mangement Denmark November 2004

Youth Seminar Project manager and coordinators Turkey November 2004

Teachers Seminar Project manager and coordinators Turkey November 2004

Uni-national meetings CB youth and Coordinators The ME November 2004

Project visit Project manager and coordinators The ME November 2004

Advisory Board Advisory Board members Jerusalem November 2004

CB edition 25 CB youth and Coordinators Jerusalem December 2004

Uni-national meetings CB youth and Coordinators The ME December 2004

CORE CB ACTIVITIES

2004 CB activities:



2005 CB activities
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Activity Participants Venue Date

Coordinators’ meeting Coordinators The ME January 2005

Reunion meeting CB youth and Coordinators Jerusalem January 2005

Reunion meeting CB teachers and Coordinators Jerusalem January 2005

CB edition 26 CB youth and Coordinators Jerusalem February 2005

Youth Seminar Project manager and coordinators Berlin March 2005

Project evaluation Two external evaluators The ME March 2005

Coordinators meeting Coordinators + project manager The ME April 2005

Reunion meeting CB youth and Coordinators Haifa April 2005

CB edition 27 CB youth and Coordinators Jerusalem April 2005

Reunion meeting CB youth and Coordinators Jerusalem May 2005

Project visit Project manager and coordinators The ME May 2005

Completion report Project manager and coordinators ME/DK May 2005

pers and tv- channels. The highlight of the seminar
was the Crossing Borders youth summit on the 7th
July with participation of high-level representatives
of the political parties, media, diplomatic mission,
and civil society. The summit was a live panel debate
with four representatives from the CB youth. The
debate was chaired by tv host Sabine Christiansen.
One of the other main activities at this seminar was
the visit to the German Bundestag with a special tour
and meeting with Dagmar Smidts, Social Democrat
and Member of Parliament.  A special edition of the
CB magazine was prepared and published at the end
of  this seminar, with articles written by the youth.

Reunion Meetings
During the year 2 reunion meetings were held both

for the teachers and the youth. The reunion meetings
give them a chance to meet in their region and follow
up on recent experiences and development in their
region. The reunion meetings  included key lectures
on topics of relevance for the youth or the teachers. 

Summer seminar
From August 15 – 30, the Crossing Borders

Summer Course was held in Elsinore, Denmark with
40 young participants. For two weeks the youth
could live under the same roof and share experi-
ences, ideas and thoughts, while they received train-
ing in journalism skills, media knowledge and com-
munication. The programme included visits to and
public meetings at Politiken and The Danish
Paliament and a whole day of activities and a concert
at Pakhus 11 in Copenhagen.

Istanbul youth seminar
The youth seminar in Istanbul was held to follow

up on the August seminar in Denmark. The seminar
was focused on Middle East conflict analysis, non-
violent communication skills and media skills.  

Istanbul teachers seminar
The second teachers’ seminar took place in

Istanbul from November 25 - 28. The educators got
the opportunity to reunite and report on how they
had used their experiences from the March seminar
in their teaching. They could refresh, improve and
learn new ideas, concepts and conflict management,
communication, pedagogical and media skills.  

Board Meetings
As Crossing Borders has become an NGO, the

Board has held 5 board meetings during the year
2004, where we have discussed the CB activities and
future plans and development of the NGO.  

Advisory Board Meetings
Crossing Borders has held meetings with the

Advisory Board twice in the year 2004, on the 19th of
August in Copenhagen and on the 22nd of November
in Jerusalem to discuss a plan of action for Crossing
Borders.

Visit to the region
In connection to the Istanbul Seminars the

Manager and Assistant paid a two day August visit to
the region to meet with the Advisory Board, the coor-
dinators and other CB contacts. The visit took place
between the 22nd and 24th November 2004. 

Trip to the ME
The CB Manager together with film director Jørn

Faurschou went to Israel, Palestine and Jordan on 2 -
9 August. The aim of the trip was to meet, interview
and videofilm the new participants and prepare them
before coming to the summer course. Mr. Faurschou
was working on a pilot documentary film on Crossing
Borders. He filmed the participants before meeting
one another, during the seminar in August and at the
follow-up seminar in Istanbul in November 2004. 
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REPORT FROM 
THE CB SEMINAR, 
11-14 MARCH IN ANTALYA

The seminar was planned and
organised by the CB manager,
Garba Diallo and the CB assistant,
Nina Maria Klok, while the training
sessions were planned and imple-
mented by the facilitators Greg
Newbold, Neslihan Ozgunes,
Anna-Maija Litvak and Garba
Diallo. The film director Jørn
Faurschou also attended the semi-
nar to film for a documentary film
about CB, while Maya Nakagawa
participated in the seminar to to
take photos for the CB homepage
and the magazine. 

The main objectives of the semi-
nar were to

• Follow up on the last seminar
•  Discuss and learn about dif-

ferent narratives and their influ-
ence on our knowledge

•  Provide the youth training on
journalism 

•  Evaluate the previous edition
of the CB magazine and plan the
upcoming edition

•  Write joint articles for the
coming CB edition

•  Give the youth a chance to
meet and share experiences on
the latest developments in the
region

Themes and content:
The theme of the seminar was

communicating different narra-
tives. The content comprised ses-
sions on  Arab-Israeli media narra-
tives since the 1993 Oslo Accord,
timeline narratives, multiple per-
spectives and dialogue. There was
an excursion to Antalya city and
bazaar. 

The first session started at 9
with an introduction to the pro-
gram of the seminar and of the
day. They were asked to fill in a
questionnaire, the issues they
saw as the first, second and third
biggest problem in the conflict.

After that they were
video filmed while telling
Garba about what they
wrote in the schedules
and what they them-
selves could do about it
to make it better. They
then watched what they
had each said on the
tapes. They enjoyed the
exercise because as they
put it, it was a way for
them to have to listen
without interupting each
other. 

The group was divided
into two. Nes and Anna-
Maija gave separate ses-
sions on how you get
your different narratives
for example from the
media and which impor-
tance the narratives have. Nes
had a session where they were
asked to make a timeline, on a big
piece of paper with the dates they
found important in the conflict.
This showed how different views
there are on which dates that are
important and why, seen from the
different narratives. Anna-Maija
gave a session on the newspa-
pers’ use of language and narra-
tives and they analyzed stories in
newspapers seen from both the
Israeli narrative and the
Palestinian narrative. The youth
had the night off and the facilita-
tors had a meeting about the CB
future. 

The following day started with a
few educational games and the
group was again divided into two
and one had a session with Greg
on "the enemy is inside their
head". They did exercises on how
it is really their own thoughts and
narratives that define the enemy.
The other group worked on their
joint articles. The groups changed.
We had a coordinators meeting
and after lunch all were picked up
by bus to go on an excursion
around Antalya. There had been
some tensions between the Israeli

group and a Palestinian, over a
misunderstanding said about sui-
cide bombers. All sat down and
discussed and talked it over. They
really let their feelings out and at
the end they had talked it through
and were ready to be friends
again, even closer than before.
They all went to party together as
one big group. 

The following day they met to
fill out the written evaluations in
the morning. After packing every-
one sat down and we talked and
played a few last games and eval-
uated on the seminar. They all
said goodbye hugging and crying.    

The immediate outcome of the
seminar was joint articles for the
upcoming edition of Crossing
Borders number 20.  The seminar
achieved what it set out to
achieve. The youth got the oppor-
tunity to reunite, share ideas and
experiences on the situation back
home, while gaining knowledge
on the use of narratives both in
the media and in their daily lives.   

SEMINAR REPORTS



REPORT FROM TEACHERS’ SEMINAR, 
18 -21 MARCH 2004 ANTALYA

Report of the teachers follow up seminar held in
Antalya for 32 Israeli (Jews and Arabs), Palestinian
and Jordanian teachers, Headmasters/mistresses
and school inspectors and the four coordinators. The
seminar was organised by Nina Maria Klok and Garba
Diallo while the training sessions were planed and
implemented by Greg Newbold, Neslihan Ozgunes,
Anna- Maija and Garba Diallo. With a special lecture
by Torben Krogh, Journalist at the Danish
Broadcasting Operation (DR).  The four groups were
recruited and coordinated by Suheir Hashimeh
(Palestine), Jodi Chan (Israeli Jewish), Khaled
Shorman (Jordan) and Andre Kaldawy (Arab Israeli). 

The seminar was funded with grants from the
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Danish Daily
Newspaper Politiken and UNESCO Participation pro-
gramme in Denmark.

The main objectives of the seminar were to
• Introduce teachers to the CB concepts
• Discuss and develop ideas on how to use CB in the
class room
• Enhance understanding and cooperation between
Israeli (Jewish and Arab), Jordanian and Palestinian
educators
• Exchange teaching methods and skills 
• Create a network of educators across borders

The teachers were very active and interested in
developing, exchanging and expanding both their
network and their knowledge of teaching methods.
They were divided into four group, balanced with dif-
ferent nationalities, gender and professions. 

In the groups they worked on different tasks and
ideas and discussed issues such as "what is a teach-
ers role in communicating the conflict?" "Or how
fragile can communication in reality be?". Afterwards
they would present and discuss further in plenary
sessions.   

Example of a day at the seminar:
On the 19th Garba told a story that they had to

pass on excately as they were told to the next person
entering the room. They were videotaped while
telling the story. After they had all been hearing and
passing on the story it had completely changed.
Afterwards we watched the video and saw how it
changed. This exercise was to show how fragile com-
munication is even when there are no political/
social agendas or interests wanting to change the
story. 

Greg started the next session with a paper called
"Mad dogs and Englishmen" to show them how dif-
ferent newspapers used the language to describe the

different sides in a war. The examples were from the
Gulf war in 1991. They then tried the exercise "it’s all
inside your head" where the participants each were
to have a conversation on a piece of paper with
someone they know, with their demons or their con-
science. This was an exercise that shows how peo-
ple, they think they know, are all inside their head.
How it’s their own imagination or what they are told
by others that shape the idea of the other; it’s not
really who the other is. 

After lunch Torben Krogh, a Danish Journalist from
the Danish Broadcasting Operation (DR) gave a lec-
ture on media, education and culture of peace.

In the evning they watched the film " A class divid-
ed" and discussed it afterwards. 

The objectives of the seminar were achieved and
the teachers’ seminar was a great success both to
the participants, the project manager, the facilitators
and the coordinators. 

The teachers keep in contact through emails
where they exchange ideas  on how to work together
and how to use the network they built through the
CB seminar. They work on visiting the other side’s
schools with their students and they have a reunion
meeting on the 3rd of June in the American colony in
Jerusalem. They have all agreed to participate in the
follow-up CB teachers’ seminar in November in
Turkey. 

As a result of the succes, Crossing Borders has
developed a proposal to make a project similar to
the CB youth-programme for teachers with 4 semi-
nars during the year in Turkey, and production of a
teacher’s manual.   

CROSSING BORDERS SUMMER COURSE,
15TH TO 30TH AUGUST 2004, 
ELSINORE, DENMARK.

The Crossing Borders Summer Seminar had a grand
opening on the 16th August, where the Danish TV
channel DR covered it. Mr. Bo Lidegaard Head of the
Middle East Department in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs came to officially open the seminar and gave
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Torben Krogh before his lecture on media education and

culture of peace



a speech on the European and Danish role in the
Middle East conflict. He pointed out that Denmark’s
policy is to support the roadmap and they were
active in trying to implement initiatives supporting
safety for both sides.

Furthermore the principal of IPC Kristof Kristofsen,
the CB manager Garba Diallo and Max Lawson wel-
comed the participants at the official seminar open-
ing, each giving their input on the conflict and the
seminar. Mr. Bo Lidegaard and Mr. Garba Diallo were
interviewed for the national news on why such a
project was important and why the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs saw it valuable to support Crossing
Borders. 

The main objectives of the seminar were to
• Provide the 40 youth with a safe space to talk, lis-
ten and share experiences
• Train 40 young prospective journalists from the
Middle East in core skills on communication, conflict
management, cross-cultural journalism and the role
of the media in conflict. Including journalism ethics,
writing skills, interviewing and reporting techniques
as well layout and photography skills. The course will
also include learning how to write joint articles about
controversial issues. 

• Produce a course edition of the youth magazine
Crossing Borders. The themes, style and articles of
the magazine will be chosen by the young trainees
who will also write the articles, assisted by experi-
enced journalists trainers and professional conflict
management facilitators. 

The daily programme of the seminar consisted of
core lectures in the morning, sessions and work-
shops where the youth were actively participating,
excercises and article writing ( both joint and individ-
ually) in the afternoon and active or social activities
in the evenings. 

Of key lectures can be mentioned a lecture on
media and conflict by Georg Metz, discussion of
youth and coexistence by Professor Munther Dajani,
and folkehighschools as an excellent neutral ground
for peace dialogue by Max Lawson.

Course highlights:
Public debate at Politiken

On the 19th August we had an excursion to
Copenhagen with a tour of Politiken and a lecture by
Herbert Pundik followed by a panel debate with 4 of
the youth and 2 professors sharing their experiences
and views with the Danish public chaired by Herbert
Pundik. 

The young CB panel members were:
- Ms. Razan Nasser, Jordanian, 
- Mr. Anis Kaldawy, Arab – Israeli  
- Ms. Vered Ohayni, Israeli  
- Ms. Ashera Ramadan, Palestinian 
The panel also included two professors, one

Israeli, Mr. Boaz Tamir and one Palestinian Mr.
Munther Dajani, who each expressed their views on
the conflict and their different projects towards sus-
tainable peace.  

Each of the 4 panel members, gave a talk on their
experiences and then Mr. Pundik opened for debate
with the public. The questions from the public soon
became political questions and the youth felt that
they had to answer on behalf of their governments
which they weren’t even old enough to vote for. It
created some tension between the groups and some-
how a battle on how to win the crowd.

Mr. Pundik closed the debate by pointing out that
before both sides stop feeling like victims, nothing
real can happen that will ensure peace in the region. 

Trip to the Danish Parliament: 
On the 20th August the whole goup went to the

Danish Parliament to meet four Danish Politicians
from four different political parties. The four politi-
cians were, Jeppe Kofod from The Danish Social
Democrats, Helga Moos from The ruling Liberal Party,
Anne-Grethe Holmsgaard from the Danish Socialist
Party and Tove Videbæk from the Christian
Democrats. Each politician gave their input on
Denmark’s and the EU’s role in the conflict and how
to take actively support projects and initiatives to
work for peace between the people. The youth asked
the politicians questions and a lively and construc-
tive debate was initiated. Unlike the debate at
Politiken, the athmosphere was good. 
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Left: Bo Lidegaard opening

the CB Summer Course,

August 2004

Right: Georg Metz giving a

lecture on media and con-

flict at the CB Summer

Course, August 2004 



The Crossing Borders concert:
Crossing Borders organized a whole day with cul-

tural and political events at Pakhus 11 on the 21 st
August. The event were funded with grants from the
Danish NGO MS and the Copenhagen Municipality.
The regular Dane had the possibility to meet the
youth living in the Middle East and listen to their sto-
ries, talk and discuss with them and dance together
to the sound of oriental music. The youth mounted
an exhibition with objects they brought with them
that were important to them, their nationality and
their feelings about their daily lives in the Middle
East. After that there was a panel debate entitled
Another Way To Peace, and on alternative ways of
reaching sustainable peace in the region. There were
oriental food, costumes and decorations that could
be enjoyed and at the end the band Oriental Mood
gave a long concert where the different parties and
the Danish public danced together.  The athmos-
phere was good.

Example of one of the days in the 
summer course:

In the first session of the day they learned how to
design different types of journalistic articles, espe-
cially news and feature articles. By describing a spe-
cial place and giving instructions on how to knot
shoe strings they experienced how difficult communi-
cation is.  In other exercises they focused on the
importance of keeping the reader interested.

The second session of the day focused on under-
standing conflicts.  In small groups  participants
found their definition of conflict and discussed its
varying courses. They learned to separate between
different types of violence like physical, cultural,
political or structural violence.  

After getting conscious of conflict and violence sit-
uations in their own society the youth discussed dif-
ferent ways of solving conflicts. Every two of them
got an orange which both of them wanted to have.
They had to discuss five possibilities of dealing with
this conflict.  

The evening session dealt with cooperation and
how to make it successful. First the participants
played active cooperation games outside to sharpen
there group awareness. The main game of this
evening was about two groups sharing scarce
resources. An line fixed on the floor symbolised the
resource. On each end of the line there was one
group of participants standing. Both groups had to
cross the line. Whenever one of them stepped aside
both groups had to go back to the beginning. 

All the cooperation games were interpreted by
painting a picture of a symbolic body of cooperation
and writing things on it which were needed to collab-
orate successfully. 

The youth were eager to learn and participate in
the lectures. 

After having a concentrated day they enjoyed
dancing all together. The coordinators could not
notice any separation into groups.

Feedback from the youth participants
Here are some of the many emails that the youth

have been writing each other and the CB manage-
ment after the different seminars. 

Israeli participant 
Hey everyone!! I want to tell you about a strange

dream that I had, actually a nice dream…
I dreamed that I was in a beautiful and peaceful

place with green surroundings, lakes and fresh air.
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Left : Public panel debate at

Politiken Daily Newspaper in

Copenhagen

Right: Public panel debate on

another way to peace at

Pakhus 11 in Copenhagen 

Left : Herbert Pundik chairing

the public debate at Politiken

and giving his view on the

conflict in the ME.

Right:Debate at the Danish

Parliament with politicians

Tove Videbæk (KD), Anne-

Grete Holmsgaard (SF), Jeppe

Kofod (S) and Helga  Moos

(V).  



Strangely, all the people there were beautiful like the
place; they were blonde, blue eyed and tall- all of
them!!!

And after seeing the amazing view, I got into a
place that was like another heaven for me, it was
called IPC or something like that. There were people
from all over the world there, and they were so
friendly and nice, I really became friends with some
of them. But there were also boys and girls who were
at the same age as me…

Some of them came from the same place I came
from, some of them from other countries, but to tell
you the truth, after a week, I couldn't notice between
the groups, we became one group, one group of
amazing young people who came to talk with each
other in a divine land. I've never felt like that in a
dream, I really connected with them, I felt like they
were my family. We laughed together, we played the
piano and danced together and also shared tough
sad moments, together. I told them a lot of personal
stuff about me and I didn't feel embarrassed! It's a
record for me. I guess we were really close. It was
really touching and beautiful to see people fall in
love and friendships being made, I thought that after
all this, someone might wake me up. But the dream
continued, it almost seemed to me that I'm dreaming
for 2 weeks. Since, I remember blurrily sounds of
music, and sounds of laughter. In a late part of my
dream, we had a party, I think it was a goodbye
party, we had to leave. I found myself hugging and
kissing the people who were my best friends in that
dream. And then I went back home in the sky
through the clouds and again said goodbye to other
amazing people that I've met, but even though I
knew I'll dream about them again I felt sad and like
I'm losing something from myself…

When I got back home, I didn't wake up. It was
noon, not morning time. And after seeing my family
and hearing from them that they missed me, I under-
stood. It all really happened. Those were real people,
the place was real, and my feelings there were real,
even that it seemed too good to be true. I can tell
you for sure that this was the best time of my life,
and I'll never forget each one and one of the people I
saw in my dream, you. And I'm missing you so much,
and I hope we'll meet again soon. 

So, 'till the next dream,
Loves so much

Jordanian participant
Sorry if it is a long e-mail but it is really from my

heart
CBs, 2 days passed, i couldn’t get out of the bed

except for reading your e-mails.
I kept remembering your faces, smiles, songs and

dances. I can’t tell how much fun, experience and
knowledge i had with you all, it was the best period
of my life, i tried almost every thing in there and
without you i would have stayed dull, pool, smoking,
argilah, ping-pong and dancing, all of that was for

the first-time in my life. 
I couldn't forget Garba's shirts and face putting

his glasses on the head of his nose picturing us
sleepy and crazy, nor forgetting Nina running all over
the IPC like the wind smiling YALLA YALLA HABIBI,
but you CB friends you are every thing, i have no
brother but i fond a dozen of them you all CB guys
are my brothers, and you CB girls dont be jalous you
can be as aunts, sisters and grandmothers for me
LOVE YOU ALL, thanks alot for making it a good, suc-
cessful and constructive seminar. What you wrote
was wonderfull i am so sure now that you are the
future friends i always wanted.

GARBA you are true UNCLE GARBA, you your per-
sonality made me respect you more and more, you
are the leader that without you nothing could have
happened.

Yaalon, i still didnt hear from you, i miss you
brother, you too Muhannad, Maher and a

Abed.
Anis i won over you in the last 2 games  of ping-

pong I’ll give you some remaches just to give you a
chance, Noya now you are the dead girl, where is the
keeping in touch? i miss  you, you didnt reply my
mails miss you.

Nadia Nadoosh, i miss you wrapped up with the
blankent walking with your socks and PJs on eating
always, i missed your talks, send me e-mails

SHANIIIIIII, where are you, so sory for what hap-
pend in Israel, that’s  what gives value to what we
do, i miss being your pillow, i love you, bu  you too
aint sending me e-mails whats up? 

Yiftah GET away from my sister, 
Amooneh love you sooooooooo much
Sarah.K how is Rome
Ashera i realy miss you your scarve(7attah) And

your fake cigarets
Aviran i miss  your cursing
Razan i miss you saying I am a veteran
Haly Koch love you and see you in the States
Richard wait for my articles and P.S you are a typi-

cal british  
love you all

Arab Israeli participant
Hey you guys!
how are you all doing?
I was driving my car when my cell phone rang,

answering my cell i heard  Yiftah speaking from the
other side! Yiftah! He said he wanted to meet me so 

i said "okay" and I kept on talking to him when i
saw a policeman waving his hand asking me to pull
over. TICKET: 500 Shekels (100 $) for using the cell 

while driving. BUT, what is 500 NIS for meeting
Yiftah ? ;) Isn't it worth it? 

ANYWAY, I met Yiftah on the beach and we were
like constantly talking about the CB and how great it
was.. we both confessed that it was a great experi-
ence and that we miss you guys so much! He also
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started singing all  the freaky songs that we made
up... songs about Eliran, Kfir, Shalev and so 

on... it was so nice...  Well one thing is for sure,
Yiftah is going to make a cruise all  over to meet you
guys all :D SO REMEMBER YOU HAVE BEEN
WARNED! Just kidding. 

Yala hugs!!!
Love

Israeli participant
Hey you guys... how are you? How was your flight,

or train for some of you...
It was horrible. Yesterday. Saying goodbye to

everyone. I hated it. 
I mean, I learned to know, and was more than

happy to know each and every one of you. Some
more, some less, but even if I did not get to know
you that well, the moments we were speaking, were
great.

In this seminar, I did not learn, I did not meet the
other side. I did not care about the conflict. We were
all the same in the seminar, we were all equal. We
talked to each others as human beings, and not as
the other side. "I didn't see anyone wearing a name
tag saying "The Enemy"  Garba.

We were all  on the same side in this seminar. Even
in our few political debates, I didn't feel accused
when some one accused Israel in some crimes, and I
was not accusing the Palestinians for the Palestinian
suicide bombers.

I think, most of all, this seminar was about teach-
ing us that no matter what we thought before, every
one, every person, no matter where he/she came
from or which religion  one follows, is equal.

This seminar had taught me that we are all the
same. We are all hurt by the mistakes and by the
ignorance of our governments or people. We are
caught in a storm which we did not create, and it will
be very hard if possible at all to get out of it.

But together, we showed that we are great.
Together we have showed that the religion or nation-
ality of one does not matter to us, and that we treat
each person according to who he is, and not by any-
thing else.

I will remember each and every one of you as the
wonderfull persons you really are. 

It was a pleasure and an honor to meet you all, to
get to know you all. 

I believe that us, all together, the children, the
next generation, I believe we can make a difference,
no matter that past and no matter anything. I believe
in us. In you.

I know this seems not to be a personal letter, a let-
ter to the entire group as a group. But when I refer to
"each and every one of you", I really mean each and
every one of you.

You really made me think. You made me change
my mind. And this experience will last with me until
I'll be too old to remember or hopefully until I'll die. 

I hope you feel the same, and I hope very much to
see you again friend.

Please keep it touch.

Palestinian participant:
Hey ...everyone...
Well....I can’t start telling you the impact of

Denmark on me ....its weird.  My mom always told
me that I give out these vibes to Israelis that I don’t
like them and that’s why I always get in trouble with
soldiers. But after coming back, she saw me dealing
with soldiers more at ease and when I went to the
mall the girls working there were talking to me nicely.
I was shocked; it’s as if now I am treating the Israelis
in a normal kind of human way. I owe it all [this] to
you guys coz this is gonna get me out of a lot of
problems that I used to get into before....and on
another level... that’s the thing not a lot about u
know that happened to me in Denmark is the
encounter with Islam that I had. It is really helping
me out. It’s making me think differently about a lot of
things in my life and I am  really shocked by the way I
started thinking or dealing with people around me...I
love it. It is like Denmark was a kind of therapy to
me.. And I hope that it helped you guys too. Other
than that I really miss all of you, and I really hope
and wish we can all meet up again" A Palestinian
participant 

YOUTH FOLLOW UP SEMINAR, ISTANBUL
18-21 NOVEMBER 2004-12-14, REPORT

Date and venue: 18 thru 21 November, Eresin Top
Kapi Hotel, Istanbul.

Participants: 31 youth mostly from the Denmark
summer course last August. The participants com-
prised 11 Israeli Jewish, 9 Palestinian, 6 Jordanian
and 5 Arab Israeli youth and the four coordinators.

The focus of the seminar was on Middle East con-
flict analysis, non-violent communication and media
skills with each session starting with physical activi-
ties to mobilize energies and focus the participant's
attention. The conflict analysis sessions were led by
Garba, the non-violent communication by Vera and
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media skills by Anja. Nina and Vera organized a spec-
tacular CB Olympics with a wide range of activities,
coopeation games and performances. 

A brain storming session on the development of
CB youth clubs in the region was led by Vera. Anja
led article writing session during which the youth
were divided into mixed Arab Israeli pairs to inter-
view and write about each other's stories on the
major events of this year and their hopes for the
next. 

The atmosphere and interaction 
among the participants

The atmosphere was very friendly and peaceful
with very little heated debates. The participants were
extremely busy around the clock attending sessions,
writing, preparing, presenting and giving and receiv-
ing feedbacks. Some of them sneaked out into down
town Istanbul after the formal sessions ended
around 23.00. The interaction between the partici-
pants was very good. The only time, I noticed them
sitting in national groups was during the meal times.

Problems on the flight back home
The good and positive atmosphere of the seminar

was spoiled by El Al security guards’ attitude and
behaviour towards the Palestinian participants. The
Palestinians were not only put aside for thorough
checks, but their bags were confiscated. The
Palestinian coordinator and two of her students were
prevented from boarding the plane. They came back
to the hotel and we had to get rooms for them and
new flight tickets with Turkish airlines the following
day. This was shocking for the Arab and Israeli youth,
but it’s also a prove that the task ahead is challeng-
ing and requires mutual support and understanding
by all.

The outcome
The evaluation of the seminar was very positive

with no complaints except that they needed more
free time and that the seminar was too short. The
concrete result of the seminar was in the form of 15
joint articles with mutual interviews and writing
about each other's stories. The participants brain-

stormed and came with specific ideas on the estab-
lishment of joint CB clubs where possible (e.g..
Jerusalem, Haifa and in Amman, Ramallah, Tel Aviv)
with names, logos, organizational structure, activi-
ties and programmes. The aim of the clubs is to have
meeting points where CB youth can be prepared
before going to seminars and after seminars to
reflect on their experience and share post seminar
experiences, introduce the CB concept to the public
and have special lectures and other relevant activi-
ties and places to hang out with fellow CB members.
Other results included reuniting with fellow youth
from the summer as well as meeting and making new
friends, sharing information and exchanging view
points on the latest development in their youth life
and on the things happening in the region and the
effects on them and their communities.

Here are some emails from the youth after the
seminar

1. Hey Garba!
I heard from Nina that u came back well to Denmark
and everything went 
fairly smooth, thats great :) just wanted u to know i
havent forgotten the 
club proposal its just that its been a bit crazy here
with exams and 
everything but I'm working on it, I'm going to show it
to Khaled and discuss 
it then send it to u soon enshala.
best wishes,
Jordanian participant

2. Hi Garba, how are you?
since the seminar in Istanbul I did some thinking
about your idea for the CB club.
I talked with the man who is in charge on the educa-
tion in my kibutz and we had some good ideas about
having a center in my kibutz. The advantages are that
the place is free, it's close to a lot of Arab Israelis vil-
lages and it's 15 minuets of driving to the border
pass of Israel and Jordan.
because I'm learning for a major exam for the univer-
sity, I will send you a specific plan in about about a
month.
Stay in contact, bye,
Israeli Jewish
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3. Dear Garba, 
Although I was invited to attend the second seminar,
I couldn't make it because of job commitments, and I
really feel I missed a lot after reading the resopnses
of my fellow colleagues. I hope I get to join you in
coming seminars. I'm writing you this to thank you
for the great job you did with the pupils. My pupil,
the young composer, came back to school with hope
in his eyes. I've known him for many years as his
teacher. I can tell you with that the seminar has man-
aged to touch his heart. He's a different person now,
more determined to make a contribution to peace.
I'm not surprised since I myself came back home
from the 1st seminar with more determination to do
something to promote peace and understanding
among the peoples of the region. We constantly deal
with CB in our class and it's now a reputable maga-
zine in my school and area .This is my own humble
contribution. I wish I could do more to help but I'm
helping raise a more socially and politically mature
generation and I hope we , teachers, see the fruits of
our work soon.
Thank you very much Garba, and to you guys, I miss
you too and hope to see you sometime.\
Yours,
Arab Israeli Israeli teacher
p.s Please forward this e-mail to the rest of teachers.

4. Dear everyone,
This seminar wasn't as productive as the August

seminar in Denmark. My guess is - the time. It was
four days as you already know. However, eventhough
it was "only" four days, I think it was a good seminar
comparing to whichever seminar I have been to,
which are Denmark and Istanbul.... I've learned a
new way of dealing with some political talks issues
which I didn't know how to handle in Denmark, and I
spent many time just talking politics with some of my
Palestinian mates.

Third thing. The idea of having a CB Regional Clubs
was a major part of this seminar. Personally I think
this is a great idea, if you have a nice place for the
club and the time from the CB members. However, I
know that most of the members in Jordan for exam-
ple live pretty much at the same place - Amman.
There is a problem with having the club in Israel
because everyone in Israel lives in a different and a

bit remote location than the other, so we can't have
our meeting so often (me more than everyone else
because I live in Eilat, which is far from all the loca-
tions where the club might be founded.)

Fourth thing and the most disturbing thing there
was, for my point of view, in this seminar. The return-
ing home. The Palestinians, the Arab-Israelis and the
Israelis were on the same flight from Tel-Aviv to
Istanbul, and back from Istanbul to Tel-Aviv. We
arrived at the airport at about 20:20 in Sunday, in
order to catch our flight to Israel in 22:20 I think. We
flew with the Israeli company EL-AL. They held us for
an hour, reading the magazine and asking questions
about CB before they even started check us. They
told us that the Israelis can fly to Tel-Aviv and to get
our bags at the same day, but the Palestinians and
the Arab-Israelis, who most of them, if not all, are
have Israeli Citizenship, just like the Israelis, they
said to them they will send their bags Monday.
Suheir, Mai and Maher stayed in Istanbul and I don't
know what is going on with them. I hope they are OK.
A democratic country... 

They opened our bags and asked us Israelis if
there was any chance some1 (Palestinians or Arab-
Israelis) put a bomb in our bags. It was so humiliat-
ing for me, for the Israelis, the Arab-Israelis and
mostly for the Palestinians. I mean, if they don't trust
a youth "Peace" organization, who will they trust?
When will the attitude for Arabs and Palestinians
change? It only showed me that there is a long way
to peace, unless there will be a major change in the
attitude from one side to the other and fast. 

I must point, in order to keep the attackings for
only the Israeli side, that I believe that if it was the
same thing with a Palestinian airline, I don't think the
attitude would have been different. I think we should
focus on the attitude and not on blaming one side or
another, because this strict security check does come
from somewhere, eventhough - I don't justify it....

Peace. Israeli Jewish

TEACHERS FOLLOW-UP SEMINAR, 
ISTANBUL 25 - 28 NOVEMBER 2004,
REPORT

Report of the teachers follow up seminar held in
Istanbul for 32 Israeli (Jews and Arabs), Palestinian
and Jordanian teachers, Headmasters/mistresses
and school inspectors and the four coordinators. 22
of the participants were from the March 2004 semi-
nar while a 10 were new. The organisation of the
seminar was taken care of by Nina Maria Klok and
Garba Diallo while the training sessions were
planned and implemented by Greg Newbold, Mie
Roesdahl, Anja Gustavsen and Garba Diallo. The four
groups were recruited and coordinated by Suheir
Hashimeh (Palestine), Olga Paz (Israeli Jewish),
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Khaled Shorman (Jordan) and
Andre Kaldawy (Arab Israeli).

The main objectives of the sem-
inar were to
• Follow up on the March seminar. 
• Report on how the teachers
used their experience from the
March seminar in their teaching
and networking.
• Further develop participants’
ability and interest in creating
healthy dialogues using the
Crossing Borders magazine as a
discussion and study tool in their
teaching.
• Inspire the teachers to use CB in
the classroom with better aware-
ness. 
• Extend the network of teachers
involved in the project and by giv-
ing them this further education. 
• Provide an excellent forum for
the teachers to give the project
management direct feedback on
the quality and value of the maga-
zine, and suggestions for improv-
ing the magazine and its compila-
tion processes.
• Involve the teachers in planning
the next two seminars and manual
publication

The seminar content themes
and process

As the groups from
Israel/Palestine arrived around
21.00, the seminar started with a
brief welcome session late in the
evening of 25 November. The
Jordanian arrived very early the
following day. Thus, the real pro-
gramme started after breakfast on
26 November. Facilitated by
Garba, the first session was about
CB update, experiences from the
March seminar and expectations
from the follow up seminar and
future plans. After a brief intro-
duction, the participants were
divided into 5 groups to share
experiences and expectations and
to report to the plenary session.
One of the most exciting reports
was that of the Israeli and
Jordanian colleagues who told
about how they planned and suc-

cessfully exchanged visits with
students between Eilat and
Aqaba. 

The next session was Greg’s
Critical Questions and Critical
Explorations  on learning and
teaching processes. After a brief
introduction, the participants
were divided into men and
women groups tasked with
developing and generating key
questions that they find critical. 

The afternoon session was on
reconciliation in a class room
context by Mie Roesdahl. Mie
started with an introduction of
the session and then divided the
group into reconciliation, mercy,
truth and justice themes. The
groups discussed their respec-
tive themes and presented the
outcome of their group discus-
sion to the plenary session.

The next session focused on
understanding conflict analysis
and stages by Mie Roesdahl. The
session was a combination of
introduction and explanation of
concepts, group work, presenta-
tion, feedback and discussion and
conclusion.

The next session was on the
role of the media in conflict by
Mie. In the session, the partici-
pants were asked to discuss the
role of the media and how the
media can promote peace or help
escalate conflict. Examples from
Macedonia and other conflict
areas were used to illustrate the
important role of the media and
the need for more sensitive jour-
nalism.

The morning of the 27 Nov
started with Anja Gustavsen’s
Media analysis session. After the
introduction and going through
journalism ethics, Anja distributed
an article on CB from the
Jerusalem Post and asked the par-
ticipants to discuss the content
and style of the article and to
come with their assessment of the
article. This created a lively dis-
cussion on the issue of objective
journalism and the importance of
critical reading and the use of
diverse sources.

The following session was on

understanding conflict analysis
and stages by Mie. After the intro-
duction the participants were
assigned to identify the positions,
interests, needs, peace incentives
and disincentives of the parties to
the Middle East conflict. After
ward the participants were given
cards with different colours to
show how conflicts develop and in
which order. After the presenta-
tion of the two groups, Mie
showed the participants the
stages of conflicts as seen by the
UN Early Warning Prevention
Measures. 

This was followed by a brain
storming session on the rationale,
aim and content of the planned
teachers’ manual, facilitated by
Garba. After a brief introduction of
the planned manual and the need
to involve teachers as the primary
users, the participants were divid-
ed into groups with the task of
developing ideas for the rationale,
aim and the content of the manu-
al. 

From 6 -8 PM, the participants
had free time to practise their bar-
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gaining and negotiation skills at the Grand Bazaar of Istanbul.
They went in mixed groups and shared their bargaining com-
petences.

In the evening Olga and Suheir organised a farewell party
with varied and interesting win-win and cooperation games.
Drinks and snacks were served. Some of the participants went
out down town Istanbul while the others stayed behind chat-
ting in small groups in the hotel lobby.

The morning of 28 November started with Greg’s Critical
Questions and Critical Explorations II. This session provided
the participants with the opportunity to recap and speak out
their hearts and minds on what they were not able to say in
the previous two days.

The next session was one written evaluation and network-
ing and looking ahead facilitated by Garba. The participants
were given the time to complete their written evaluation of the
seminar. Then they were asked to suggest post seminar activi-
ties, the what, where, when and who.

Afterward, the groups were divided into their national sec-
tors for each group to elect a representative each to the
Steering Committee for the planned manual. Louise, John,
Samir and Roopa were elected to the Steering Committee. 

Conclusion
The seminar concluded with a bus tour across the Bosporus

to visit Asia and return to Europe for lunch.  After the cross
continental trip, the participants enjoyed lunch at the Famous
Pudding Shop Restaurant overlooking the Sultan Ahmet
Mosque and Aya Sofia cathedral.

The group came back to the hotel to pick up their luggage
at the hotel at 7 PM before heading to the airport. Nina, Greg
and Garba stayed behind to clean up and pack before their
early flight the following morning.

The outcome of the seminar
Seen from the objectives of the seminar, I believe the semi-

nar achieved what it set out to achieve and more. The partici-
pants got the opportunity to reunite, share ideas and experi-
ences on the situation back home and to meet new col-
leagues. They shared how they had used their experiences
from the March seminar in their teaching and could refresh
and improve concept and conflict management, communica-
tion, pedagogical and media skills. They also got the chance to
actively participate in the planning of the next activities of the
project, particularly the teachers’ manual and the two semi-
nars.

The success of the seminar is an outcome of good will and
vision and courage by the participants, coordinators and
excellent trainers.
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NARRATIVE REPORTS

DEC 2003 – FEB 2004

ISRAELI

Narrative report Submitted by Shimon Malka and
Hanna Flesh, Jewish Israeli Sector
December 2003-February 2004

More than 3 years have passed since the dramatic
events of October 2000 upset relations between
Jewish and Arab citizens in Israel and opened a new
chapter of continuous violence between Israelis and
Palestinians.  Ever since the outbreak of what came
to be known as "the second Intifada" there has not
been one day of tranquility in the country. This diffi-
cult atmosphere has a direct impact on the daily
work of peace education and on the efforts to create
better understanding and mutual acknowledgement
among young and adults. 

Yet, now in the second half of the fourth year of
operation, cross-cultural exchange of dialogue
among Jewish-Israeli, Arab-Israeli, Palestinian and
Jordanian youth continues through ongoing publica-
tion of Crossing Borders. The magazine offers an
alternative to the negative media coverage in the
region. It is hoped that the magazine will lead to less
stereotyping and prejudice on the part of Jewish and
Arab youth, foster more in-depth dialogue not only
among youth but among teachers and civil societies,
and increased intercultural contacts and mutual
trust.

Youth Activities:
Uni-national Reunion Meeting December 1, 2003, 
Tel Aviv 

Due to security reasons, the Israeli sector was
unable to attend a reunion meeting at the Jerusalem
hotel. Thus, a separate reunion meeting of the Israeli
group was held in Tel Aviv on December 2, 2003 with
10 participants. The reunion guests enthusiastically
shared their project experiences and expressed their
desire to hold more seminars and set up meeting
centers for the groups to meet locally

Uni-national Meeting February 15, Jerusalem
A uni-national meeting was held to receive feed-

back on issue 19 of CB.  The young writers were very
pleased with the layout of the magazine.  However,
many of them were worried about how it will be
received by their school peers because of the num-
ber of articles criticizing Israeli policy.

Distribution:
Crossing Borders is in great demand. We are con-

tinuously working to increase our readership yet we
often find ourselves with a shortage of copies for dis-
tribution.  The Israeli sector would like to see the
number of copies allotted increased.

Issue Number 19 of Crossing Borders:
As previously mentioned, many of the writers were

worried about how this edition will be received by
their school peers because of the number of articles
criticizing Israeli policy.  We are pleased to report
that the feedback from the educators was positive
and the participants reported no major upsets.
However, it was mentioned numerous times that the
paper is far from being balanced.

Promotion and Fundraising:
The Jewish Israeli sector continues to raise funds

for the project.  This year, our efforts are focused on
securing funds so that more uni-national sessions
will be able to be held.

Givat Haviva held a "Friends of Givat Haviva" con-
ference at the beginning of November.  It was
stressed to our partners around the world how
important this project is and we are hopeful that they
will help us increase our readership through sub-
scriptions. 

Crossing Borders was promoted at the Van Leer
Institute during a conference for Jewish and Arab
NGO’s.

Joint Initiatives:
The Jewish Israeli sector continuously searches for

way to promote the project and the magazine. Two
meetings were held with other organizations/proj-
ects, which we believe will allow us to spread our
mission to a wider audience:

A meeting was held with Professor Dan Terris,
Head of the Center for Ethics, Justice and Public Life,
Brandeise University, to discuss the idea of creating
a joint effort between Crossing Borders and the proj-
ect Chyme (Digital Stories.)

A meeting was held with Nimrod Goren, Israel
Representative, Ties Web, to discuss CB joining a
central web page for NGO’s that work with youth.
Crossing Borders will be represented at their interna-
tional conference in the spring.

Two veteran writers of Crossing Borders were invit-
ed to host a joint Israeli and Palestinian youth radio
program.  The preliminary meeting was very success-
ful and we are certain that Crossing Borders will
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receive much publicity once the program begins.

New Initiative-Teachers’ Seminar
The idea of organizing workshops for Israeli,
Palestinian and Jordanian teachers 

to enhance their understanding of the project and
increase their use of the magazine in their classes
was zealously welcomed by the Jewish Israeli sector.
A preliminary meeting was held with several English
Inspectors of the Ministry of Education where the
endeavor was widely embraced.  We have recruited
participants and have begun to work with them.
They are currently preparing presentations for the
seminar that is set to take place in March.  In addi-
tion, we are also working on the presentation
Reflection of Language within the Conflict, which will
also be presented at the seminar. 

Staff Changes
Due to other commitments, Shimon Malka will be

unable to partake in many of the administrative
tasks that are required as Project Coordinator.  Thus,
Hanna Flesh has taken over these responsibilities.
Shimon Malka has devoted the last 4 _ years to this
project, and will continue to work as a volunteer.
His presence will not be felt any less and his dedica-
tion and belief in the project carry on.  He will act as
a consultant on a volunteer basis.

We are happy to report that it is very likely that a
new volunteer will begin to work with the Jewish
Israeli sector in the spring.  Michael Rubin is a young
American journalist who wishes to offer his services
to the project.  We believe that his experience in jour-
nalism will be a great asset to the sector and that he
will easily relate to the young writers.

We were sadly informed that Mette Juel Madsen
completed her position as project assistant.  Ms.
Madsen will truly be missed by the Jewish Israeli sec-
tor. Over the last 3 _ years we have grown to rely on
her greatly and are inspired by her dedication and

enthusiasm for the project.  We were pleased to hear
that Ms. Madsen will continue working with the proj-
ect as one of the facilitators and we look forward to
forming a new working relationship. We have great
confidence Mr. Diallo has chosen a new project assis-
tant that will be as helpful and generous as Ms.
Madsen has been. We welcome Nina Klok to the
position and look forward to working with her.

Cooperation Among Partners:
During the last few months there has been a

decline in the cooperation among the project coordi-
nators. We do not believe that this is due to the polit-
ical situation.  We, the staff of Crossing Borders,
have overcome greater obstacles in the past.   The
issue could very well be because of staff changes, or
the recent focus on preparing for the upcoming
Teachers’ Seminar. It is imperative that we come
together and concentrate on rebuilding our relation-
ship, and we have faith that this can be accom-
plished under the direction of Garba Diallo. The semi-
nars in March will be a wonderful opportunity to
meet in person and discuss this face to face. It is rec-
ommended that all partners communicate through
email or through conference calls to update one
another on what is going on in his/her sector for
moral and technical support on a weekly basis. 

While we were quite optimistic about the new CB
headquarters in Jerusalem, we do not feel that it is
being utilized to its fullest potential.  Without doubt,
Morjana Younis has been diligently building and
organizing the office and we are certain that we will
soon see the positive results of her labor.

We share in Mr. Diallo’s vision to increase activity
and introduce various new aspects of the project.
We look forward to the teachers’ seminar in March
and of the opening of local centers.  We thank Mr.
Diallo for his drive and share in his enthusiasm. 

Future Plans

March Strengthening connections with schools and teachers (emphasis in the south of Israel)

Regional Encounter in Turkey (Youth)

Regional Encounter in Turkey (Teachers)

Uni-national meeting

April Strengthening connections with schools and teachers

Uni-national meeting

Preparing CB 20

May Strengthening connections with schools and teachers

Distribution of CB 20



ARAB – ISRAELI

Narrative report submitted by Andre Kaldawy, Arab-
Israeli Sector of Crossing Borders
December, 2003, January and February, 2004
Date: February 27 the 2004

Introduction:
I am very proud to be the newly appointed Arab-

Israeli Coordinator for Crossing Borders. I would like
to take this opportunity to formally thank Mr. Garba
Diallo Project Manager of Crossing Borders and all
the people at IPC, for giving me the chance to partici-
pate in such a meaningful and high profile program.

Coexistence and reaching out to ‘the other" has
always been part of my upbringing. Born and raised
in the mixed costal city of Haifa has contributed
enormously to my being aware  of  "the  other " not
as an object but namely as a fellow human being.
From my  personal experience through the years I
can attest that wars have brought more misery and
suffering to the peoples of the region and solved no
problems whatsoever. Both parties to the conflict
must come to the conclusion that it is high time to
start meaningful face to face negotiations in order to
create a Palestinian State along side the State of
Israel and a permanent solution to the refugees.

It is great to see people from outside our region
like the people at IPC and Crossing Borders who gen-
uinely want to help bridge the gap between the par-
ties, restoring trust and tackling the most serious
questions is part of what is being promoted through
its unique and challenging program by bringing
together young people from the four sectors to deal
with one another face to face and to learn to see
"the other". To ask difficult questions that where
considered taboo in the past and at the same time
respect ‘the other". These young men and women
are the future leaders of their society who have to
make the difficult decisions of tomorrow therefore;
their voice is needed to be heard since it counts the
most. Crossing Borders Magazine is the stage on
which these young men and women express their
opinion, exchange views and participate in a demo-
cratic and constructive dialogue; all this is backed up
with the yearly youth seminars held in Denmark,
Turkey and elsewhere on neutral grounds.

Achievements
a. Reintroducing CB

During the past three months December, 2003
January and February, 2004 I have dedicated a lot of
time and efforts to promoting CB in the Arab- Israeli
sector. We have managed to over come many obsta-
cles and succeeded in introducing CB for the first

time to over 100 high schools in the Arab- Israeli
Sector from the far north to the far south. We can
now proudly say the CB is firmly on the map in the
Arab Sector.

b. Meetings with concerned parties
We have initiated meeting with Inspectors and

teachers of English at schools in order to find out
how we can strengthen the bond between them and
CB. We have given talks to teachers and visited
classes with the aim of encouraging teachers and
pupils to write for the magazine and voice their opin-
ion through its pages. The response has been
tremendous as can be seen from the number of arti-
cles to reach us monthly, over 45 articles. The enthu-
siasm of the pupils is evident from their desire to not
only write but also to show their skills in arts such as
drawing and poetry using CB as their stage to pub-
lish their work. I see the involvement of teachers in
the program and their close cooperation with their
pupils in writing articles as I get many E-mails and
telephones inquiring about how their work looks and
when it will be published. We have sown the grass
roots for a long bond between us on mutual trust
and cooperation.  The program has given the pupils
hope, satisfaction and they see it as a door opener to
the World a window of opportunity and a meeting
ground with their fellow pupils from the other sectors
to get together to talk and not be afraid to tackle dif-
ficult issues.

c. Uni- national meeting
Since the overwhelming majority of participants to

the uni-national meetings in the past three years
have come from the Triangle area, we have made
efforts to recruit new members for CB from other cor-
ners of our sector. We made sure that in this meeting
we will have veterans as well as novice members of
CB. The first meeting was held in Haifa at Duzan
restaurant where 16 participants arrived to meet
each other and to make new friends. Prior to the
meeting I was asked times and again whether there
are going to be new members attending, my
response has always been in the affirmative. The
meeting was a great success not only from my point
of view and from what I witnessed first hand on the
day of the meeting but mostly from the very enthusi-
astic response I received some time later from the
young men and women attending it. Friendships
were forged almost immediately, e-mails were
exchanged and after a delicious luncheon was served
and Mohamad Elmalek galloped the largest portion
of it, the group decided to roam the street of Haifa
and to go shopping on Mt. Carmel. CB magazine was
distributed to the delight of all and some saw their
articles and pictures on the pages of the magazine.
Such activity is very important as it strengthen the
bond among the members.
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d. Meeting with my fellow Coordinators 
Working closely with my fellow Coordinators from

the different sectors, getting to know one another
and forging a close working relationship is a guaran-
tee of a successful partnership. Keeping the lines of
communications open, exploring new avenues but at
the same time learning from one another and from
past experience is a good virtue. During the editing
of CB 19 we experienced first hand how team work is
needed in order to produce very good quality jour-
nalistic result. There is always room for improvement
once one is at the top the work becomes even much
harder. The work of the language editor is very
important as he should act as a trainer and checks
for language and linguistic mistakes.

e. Mr. Daniel Bar Eli, Secretary-General of Israel’s
UNESCO National Commission

Getting in touch with Mr. Daniel Bar Eli of the
UNESCO National Commission sending him a letter
of recommendation for CB project.

f. The Academic Arab College for Education, Haifa
Perhaps the most important achievement for CB in

the Arab- Israeli Sector so far this year has been the
establishment of a permanent CB center in Haifa at
the Arab College. Hence, forging a powerful partner-
ship with an academic institution dedicated to coex-
istence and training students to become future
teachers. This is a step forward in the direction of
establishing Crossing Borders on the local scene for
both the Arab and Jewish communities. The Arab
College with its valuable human and financial
resources can help us immensely expand our activi-
ties in the field of education, as its students are
being trained as the future teachers in the Arab sec-
tor in Israel, multicultural activities meeting ground
for joint Arab and Israeli projects, courses in journal-
ism and conflict resolution as well as exchange pro-
grams and students between the Arab College and
the IPC in Denmark should become part of the over-
all project. Mr. Mabank the Director of The Arab
College, with whom I have had several useful meet-
ings in the course of the past two months, has
expressed his willingness to extend his hands to
make the project a success. Dr. Nabwani was invited
by Mr. Diallo to take part in the first teachers seminar
to be held next month in Turkey where he will get to
see first hand the implementation of the different
aspects of our program, and thereby involve his
teachers in future seminars. Having an academic
institution as a local partner will give our program a
welcome boost and prestige.

Future plans
g. Next edition of CB/CB 20

CB- Arab-Israeli Coordinator has been entrusted
with editing CB 20, which will be published at the

end of March 2004. This is a great honor for all of us
and a timely one. Work is currently underway to
guarantee a high quality work and a professional
one. The work plan has to be laid out with the coop-
eration and support of all the Coordinators and the
language editor as one team.  Edition 20 will include
news from the youth and teachers seminar as well as
the opening of Radio Peace Station, the new CB cen-
ter at The Arab College in Haifa, a short letter from
Dr. Nabwani and a brief account about The Arab
College and articles collected from pupils from the
Four Sectors.

h. Two meetings will be held at the beginning of
March, one with the youths participating in the youth
seminar in Turkey and the other with the teachers
participating in the teacher’s seminar. The goal of
both meeting is to prepare the participants for the
trip, discuss the relevant issues    

Conclusion/Recommendations
I think we have achieved a great deal in the past 3

months and gone along way in invigorating and
pushing forward our joint program. There is always
more to do and as we go along we always look for-
ward to achieving more and more. It is always good
to reassess our work and see where we can improve.
In the next three months March-May, the Arab- Israeli
Sector will spare no efforts to work closely with our
partners and fellow Coordinators, meet on regular
basis with our veteran and new CB members now
that we have a permanent center at the Arab College.
For the upcoming scholastic year 2004/2005 we
need to plan courses in journalism and intercultural
co-existence as well as conflict resolution with guest
teachers from the IPC and other places. Teachers
attending such classes will be rewarded through the
Ministry of Education to encourage them to register.

To make Crossing Borders a Friendly society (NGO,
NPO), in order to get local funding and donations.

To expand the network of CB by involving the par-
ents of our CB members.

To work closely with schools and their pupils in
order to invigorate and vitalize our work.

To listen to the feedback coming to us and always
have open mind for new ideas.

We need to have more funding for the local
Sectors to initiate programs appealing for the youth
especially during holidays and special occasions.

To provide CB scholarships for outstanding CB
members who have contributed a great deal to their
community and to our program, and who have
excelled in their studies. 

We must plan the next phase of our project
beyond 2005, by guaranteeing funding for its contin-
uation. 

Add some thing about my visit to meet, discuss,
sign contract and develop strategy together as well
as visit Arab schools and meet inspectors.
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Add something about your activities with the PR
Company Ben Or.

JORDANIAN

Narrative report submitted by Khaled Shorman
December 2003 to February 2004 

Introduction:
The three months from December 2003 to

February have witnessed several positive develop-
ments in different fields: distribution of the maga-
zine, networking with new organizations and promo-
tion of the project in different activities. CB/Jordan
continued to edit the magazine in this period and
distributed edition 18 and published and distributed
edition 19. The project also brought good news with
the final approval to hold the teachers’ workshop in
March in Turkey. The following report is a brief on
these and other aspects of the project during this
period.

Achievements
Edition 19

CB/Jordan was asked to continue editing the mag-
azine and edition 19 was produced and distributed in
January and February. Many readers from the region
and from the international list have described edition
19 as the best produced so far. It came as a crowning
of years of learning how to continuously improve the
work all coordinators do to produce something we
feel proud of. In Jordan feedback on edition 19 was
very positive and complementary. Feedback praised
the content of the magazine and the improvement in
the form as well. The magazine is now fully written
and owned by our young journalists. We have over-
come a difficulty on the use of pictures in most of the
previous editions. Now all pictures and illustrations
are ours.

Coordinators’ meetings
During the production process of edition 19, coor-

dinators met in Jerusalem and worked on, besides
the magazine, on different issues of the project. We
discussed the upcoming teachers’ workshop, the stu-
dents’ seminar and other future plans and ideas for
the project.

Networking and Promotion
Regional

CB has been promoted in a number of regional
meeting s and seminar, which CB/Jordan had partici-
pated in. It had been promoted in two seminars of a
democracy education project for youth, youth lead-

ers and young journalists in Jordan, Israel and
Palestine. About 30 youth and young journalists
attended the meetings in Cyprus and Turkey and CB
was distributed and presented during the meetings.
In Amman, Masar and Friedrich Eibert Foundation
organized a dialogue workshop for Jordanian and
Arab-Israeli youth leaders and CB was also promoted
in the meeting in December 2003.

National
Inside Jordan, CB has been present in a number of

local activities and occasions. Such activities and
occasions included meetings with Jordanian NGOs
and activists in a reception organized by Friedrich
Eibert Foundation on the occasion of the visit of the
speaker of the German Parliament to Jordan. The
Israeli embassy also organized a farewell party for
the press attaché and CB was present and different
media, youth, NGOs and peace activists in Jordan
and Israel. CB has also built new links with Amideast
in Jordan and started working with a number of inter-
national students who come to study in Jordan.
Masar/CB Jordan has provided them with a chance to
do internships in Jordan. Now they receive the maga-
zine on a regular basis and they will start writing
about their experiences in an Arab country.

Uni-national meetings
Uni-national meetings have increased during this

period due to recruiting of two meetings: the teach-
ers’ workshop and the students’ workshop. Several
of these meetings took place in Amman and two in
Irbid in the north and one in Aqaba in the south.

The teachers’ workshop will be attended by five
teachers from Jordan: three from Amman, one from
the South and one from the north. The recruitment
was a result of meetings with a number of schools in
different areas in Jordan and the result came bal-
anced and relatively representative of the different
areas. The teachers come from two public schools
and three from private ones.

CB has continued to support its young members
by providing them with real opportunities of growth
and development. After veteran Ibrahim Tadros got a
scholarship from MIT/USA his brother Costa Tadros
has achieved a similar success and got a scholarship
to study in Switzerland. The application he submitted
requesting the scholarship mentioned mainly his
involvement in CB for many years and stated the
many benefits he received from his participation in
the project. Fortunately his application was accepted
and once again CB was able to make a positive
change in the life and future of one of its committed
members. 

CROSSING BORDERS 21 ANNUAL REPORT 2004



Partners/HQ: Cooperation among the project's
partners:

Cooperation with Palestinian, Israel, and Arab-
Israeli coordinators has continued to be positive and
constant. The new Arab-Israeli coordinator has been
welcome to the team and together coordinators re-
established a solid working relationship based on
consulting and coordination. 

Cooperation with the HQ/IPC has also been fruitful
and has intensified over the past months to work
together towards further establishing and expanding
the project’s activities and achievements. We are
planning for a trip to Jordan by the project manager
to meet with Jordanian youth and schools to assure
them of CB’s commitment and presence. 

Distribution
Distribution of the magazine has improved during

this period with new organizations and individuals
joining the network. These new schools came as a
result of recruiting for the two seminars in March and
from meetings with new partners. Amideast and its
international students are one example of new recipi-
ents of the magazine. The distribution list is attached
to this report.

Difficulties
This period has not witnessed any major obstacle

apart from the difficulties we have become used to,
i.e. the difficult political situation w work in. However
the Jordanian coordinator faced some difficulty to
renew his visa to Israel which resulted in a delay to
receive copies of the magazine in Jordan. 

Future plans:
• The new Arab-Israeli coordinator will edit the

next edition of the magazine and we view this as a
positive development which happened in a short
time. We will do our best to make this experience a
success.

• Two seminars will be held in Turkey in March.
One of them will be for young journalists and the
second will be for teachers of English in the four sec-
tors. The teachers’ workshop will be the first to be
organized and we hope it will add quality to we do in
CB in terms of involving other partners in the project.

Conclusion
CB has maintained a pattern of growth and an

experience in building on successes. We have been
learning from our accumulative experience and view
that our strong belief in the project comes from the
young journalists’ commitment, vision, and determi-

nation to lead a different life and enjoy a better
future. CB/Jordan has created a safe environment for
a number of young journalists in Jordan to gain new
experiences and open up new horizons. There are
results on the ground and examples of change CB
has engendered among the target group. We will
continue to work on this direction in cooperation and
coordination wit other partners and colleagues.

MARCH 2004 – MAY 2004

ISRAELI

Narrative report Submitted by Shimon Malka and
Hanna Flesh, Jewish Israeli Sector
March 2004-May 2004

While the Crossing Borders staff labored over the
creation of issue 20, marking the last quarter of the
fourth year of publication for the magazine, the ten-
sion surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was
greatly affected by the events of spring 2004.
Political talks over the withdrawal of Israeli troops
from the Gaza Strip; the Israeli led assassinations of
Yassin and Rantisi, the leaders of the Palestinian ter-
rorist organization known as Hamas; and the back-
lash that followed, was heavily reported through
international media coverage.  As the world watched
these events unfold, the young staff members of the
regional youth magazine, Crossing Borders, contin-
ued to pour their hearts and minds into this literary
cross-cultural exchange of experiences and perspec-
tives. 

In March 2004, during the Crossing Borders semi-
nars hosted in Turkey, Arab Israelis Jewish Israelis,
Palestinian and Jordanian youth and educators came
together to learn the importance of accepting each
other’s narratives and realizing there is not one, but
many different perspectives to every story.  The semi-
nar allowed the young writers of CB and their teach-
ers to meet face to face and share their diverse sto-
ries and different perspectives with each other.  Just
as Crossing Borders offers an alternative to the nega-
tive media coverage in the region, the meeting
between its writers opened the lines of communica-
tion between the various sectors of Middle Eastern
society and allowed for the development of under-
standing, trust, and acceptance. 

Youth Activities:
Crossing Borders Seminar in Turkey March 11-14,
2004

The focus of the 4 day seminar was "communicat-
ing different narratives," and the young writers
delved into dialogues and workshops that were eye-
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opening and even tense at times. The participants
learned the importance of accepting all perspectives
on an issue, and realized that there are many
"truths" to be shared.  Overall, it was an enriching
experience, though we agreed that we need to better
prepare the youth for what they may encounter at
these seminars, and there were some complaints
from the Palestinian and Jordanian sectors over the
handling of certain issues.  It is important to note
that some of the negativity could have stemmed
from a lack of ice-breaking activities for the partici-
pants, which would normally have helped ease the
tension between the groups.

The content of the seminar was very good, in my
opinion. This seminar that dealt with "humid" sub-
jects helped everybody to understand that there is
another side. There are 2 faces for the coin. Also, we
have to pay attention to whether the other side is
honest or not, and does not agree with you.

This seminar contributed to me to understand
more about the other side. I went back home, after
the last conversation between us, and I thought that
in the future I want things to happen, and I will make
them happen.

From international schools I learned that members
of a clan will stick together, so that is expected, but if
you want to bind them and mix them you have to get
them to engage in more neutral activities, such as
singing, drawing, etc. I imagine the writing portion is
supposed to be that neutral ground but it's sort of
bribed - the articles are about the middle east. It's
not obligatory, but you put Israelis and Palestinians
together with a daily life that holds such a strong
presence that it's obvious it's what they'll write
about. And obviously they disagree. Even though I
was offended by what some people said, like …  say-
ing all Israelis were right wing, or one of … many col-
orful generalizations, I must say that I caught myself
after the seminar guilty of the same crime. I some-
times immediately imagined they weren't listening,
that they had facts wrong, that they were hostile to
begin with. I'm not so sure I didn't give people a
wrong impression of me, and in the least I'm not sure
that people didn't already have an impression of me
before they even met me. I think I made the mistake
of seeing the 'other side' as objects to argue with
instead of reason with, and I suspect it was because
the short duration of the seminar made us all jump
into the fire, lest there be no time to talk about what
weighs heavy on our hearts. 

In my opinion, the subjects of the seminar were
different from what I had expected. The subject of
the term "Oslo" was very important, but it was need-
ed as well to compare it with the situation nowadays.
Knowing about the past, and the identity, these two

subjects, I thought first about the connections
between them.

Generally: Nice, different, gave us the opportunity
to free ourselves, a little bit, from the overweight that
we took in Denmark.

The content: In my opinion, the content in this
seminar was on the point, and more interesting. I
feel very different after I took the seminar in Istanbul.
After the last conversation, I was in a good condition,
but on the second hand, I am not sure that it's some-
thing new. But that affected me a lot. Greg's and
Anna-Maya's programs were very interesting ad very
good. Greg's programs will help me in the future.

The last conversation gave me some hope,
because for the Israelis this conversation was initia-
tive, after the conversation that we initiated. This
says that we care, and absolutely something entered
inside us. 

The future: I really recommend to walk in the same
track of this seminar, because, personally, I felt that
there was a final advancement in the hope, and to
dream for more developed co-conversations in the
coming seminars. 

Content: I loved to hear the subject about history,
the" humidity", I learnt about things that I had never
known about before. I learnt about new things, and
that awakened me, and now I think that my knowl-
edge about things is stronger. Also the conversation
about the connections and relations was very inter-
esting. 

The "humidity" of both sides? A very suitable sub-
ject, and is transmitted in a good way.

The sessions were related to the subject, and I
understood what they have tried to tell us. 

The atmosphere, at first, was as if we were not in a
CB seminar, there was no relations between me and
the others, there wasn't the relation that I wanted it
to be between me and the others. But my relation-
ship to them developed from day to day, especially at
the end of a conversation in the last evening for us
together.

The schedule was more normal than the previous
time, and the building was good.

I am happy that "Ness" and Greg participated in
the program. 

Content: the content was "new", in relation to
what are we going to do first? I found myself interest-
ed in a strange way. 

What "Ness" tried to tell us was very important,
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but it wasn't delivered to us in a practical way. Greg
was a bit strange outside Denmark, but the message
that he tried to send us was clear. Tuna-Maya helped
me a little bit with my knowledge of some things. 

In general: happily that we talked about painful
subjects, problems that hurt both nations 

The future: Shimon, don't be desperate!! There is a
high goal for the magazine. Peoples' lives changed,
and will change in accordance to this! And now,
because I am "Pramah Queen", thank you! I won't
leave you or the magazine, but a completed part is
finished now. 

So, good luck in the future. Kisses and hugs!

The program was great and the idea of seminar
dealing with narratives is a good one. This is a very
interesting subject which gives us a different per-
spective on the conflict.  Ness's session was good, as
usual, but it had potential to become even better if
we had more time to talk and explain the different
points. Annamayas session was interesting, though it
was a bit long. Greg's session was strange, special
but not so clear…

The problem in this seminar wasn't the session; it
was actually the lack of the ice breakers and the
games, which led to a negative atmosphere among
the different groups. It was the first time when the
groups didn’t really spend time to know each other
and talk to each other. The usual crisis, which comes
in a certain point each and every seminar, came out
too late in this one- what made the real valuable
talks start in the last night, too late. It was a wasted
opportunity for a good seminar in a perfect hotel.

Recruitment:
Interviews and recruitment for new students will
take place on May 30, 2004 between 10:30-15:30 for
the ORT and Amal Networks.

Coordinators Activities:
Coordinators meeting in Jerusalem, March 25-26,
2004

During the meeting, we worked on planning, rough
editing, and design.  We also discussed the sensitive
material and going to print.  Unfortunately, the
Jordanian coordinator was not present.

Coordinators meeting April 22, 2004
The meeting also included two youth representa-

tives and interviews with Paula, a Finnish journalist.
We discussed the development of CB and the lack of
unity and cooperation between the coordinators.  It
was decided that we needed to make more of an
effort to remain in touch and be in more constant

contact with one another. We also talked about the
high and low points of the seminar in Turkey, and the
lack of communication between the youth and the
coordinators afterwards. It was agreed upon that it
would be more productive to hold one long seminar
rather than two short ones, and that we needed to
better prepare the youth for whatever issues they
may face at the seminar.  Future activities were also
discussed, including the Reunion Meeting, Berlin
Seminar, and Euro Med. 

Issue Number 20 of Crossing Borders:
This edition of CB, "Babel in the Holy Land," came

out beautifully and with a very youthful spirit.
However, It lacked an explanation of the cover
design, which was not clearly understood, and we
noticed that the Israeli-Arab sector included an extra
article.  The editorial successfully reflected the
importance of accepting different narratives, the
focus of the March 2004 CB seminar in Turkey. 

Distribution:
The distribution process took place from April 16-

25, 2004.  It involved the translation of five articles
from the Palestinians, Jordanians, and Arab-Israelis
to Hebrew and attaching them to the magazine.   

Promotion and Fundraising:
A lecture was given to media students in Nazareth,

about Crossing Borders as a joint magazine for Jews
and Arabs. We were sorry that the Palestinian part-
ner could not attend.

The Jewish Israeli sector continues to raise funds
for the project.  This year, our efforts are focused on
securing funds so that more uni-national sessions
will be able to be held.

New Initiative-Teachers’ Seminar
The Teachers Seminar held in Antalya Turkey, 18-21

March 2004, was considered a great success for the
Jewish Israeli Sector. The delegation was a mixture of
personalities, ages, genders and holders of a variety
of positions in the formal and informal education
arena in the Jewish sector of Israel.  Each representa-
tive contributed in his/her own way to the seminar
and each one has begun to make an impact upon
his/her return. While we believe that each participant
gained understanding and learning while attending
the seminar, we believe that the project Crossing
Borders gained new ambassadors for our mission.
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The varied delegation included:
3 English Inspectors
7 teachers who work on a daily basis in the class-
rooms
3 educators of the informal educational system in
Israel
Veteran Israelis and immigrants from the United
States, South Africa, England and Sweden. 

The three inspectors represent the three networks
of schools where CB is distributed and where are
youth writers are recruited from. The inspectors have
always been very supportive of the project.  They
have always encouraged the teachers to use the
paper in the classrooms and help us in recruitment.
The seminar has allowed them to experience the
process that the youth participants partake in and
has provided them with new ideas to share with their
teachers.

In-Service Training in USA and Turkey for English
Teachers from ORT and Amal

Delegations of English teachers from the ORT and
Amal education networks recently participated in
study tours in the USA and Turkey. During these
tours the teachers were exposed to new education
curricula and creative methods of teaching English,
which can be implemented in the Israeli educational
system.

The delegation to Turkey participated in the first
seminar of its kind for Israeli, Palestinian and
Jordanian English teachers. The seminar was held in
the framework of Crossing Borders. This project,
whose goal is to bring about acquaintance between
peoples, is held by the European Union and a Danish
foundation for education for democracy. From the
ORT network it was stated that in the past two years
Israeli pupils from ORT and from Amal as well as
Palestinian and Jordanian pupils have participated in
seminars of the project. Following the success of
these encounters, it was decided to hold the seminar
for teachers. During the seminar the teachers dealt
with subjects including: language and politics, self-
image, acquaintance and acceptance of the other,
communication, education and culture of peace. The
Israeli teachers presented an activity booklet for
teaching English, which was especially written for the
youth magazine Crossing Borders, and contains a
wide range of activities for becoming familiar with
the magazine and its writing processes, methods of
presenting it in class and suggestions for activities
on the subject of the conflict in the Middle East. It
was also stated that, in light of the success of the
teachers’ seminar, it has been decided to hold an
additional seminar in October.

Excerpt from Education Line, a 6-page fax newslet-
ter on timely topics in education, issue no. 314, 13.5-
20.5.2004.

The inspectors are also committed to helping us in
the recruitment.

The following notice was sent to schools

Recruitment for Young Writers for the Youth
Magazine Crossing Borders

We are happy to inform you that your school has
been chosen as the meeting center for the recruit-
ment of students from the ORT and Amal Networks.
The Newspaper is looking for new writers.

The meeting will take place on ____________
We request that you provide a room where stu-

dents may be interviewed.
All of the teachers have been long-time users of

CB and great supporters.  The experience of the sem-
inar gave them fresh ideas and inspiration.  We
believe that CB will have a greater impact in the
classrooms.

The three participants who work in the informal
education system reach hundreds of teachers and
youth a year. They have all agreed that the pilot proj-
ect was exceptional and they will work to promote
the project in any way possible. Riad Kabha, Director
of The Jewish-Arab Center for Peace at Givat Haviva,
returned from the seminar and after careful consider-
ation has decided that the project is of such great
importance that we must do everything possible to
support the efforts of Project Director Garba Diallo. 

We are pleased to report that the management of
Givat Haviva (the partner organization representing
the Jewish Israeli sector) looks forward to being part
of additional activity with educators that may take
place. 

We would like to take this opportunity to comment
you on your on-going efforts to bring peace and
understanding between various target groups in our
region.  We thank you for your offer to be a part of
your new teachers program and with much excite-
ment we accept your proposition to be a partner in
this innovative program.

As a partner we are able to bring to the project
many valuable services. Givat Haviva wholeheartedly
supports this endeavor and will actively seek out a
project coordinator.  One of the most valuable servic-
es that we will be able to extend to you is our knowl-
edge, expertise and experience in promoting Jewish-
Arab coexistence.

We look forward to a long and peaceful partner-
ship.

Management, Givat Haviva

For the aforementioned reasons, the teachers’
seminar was a great success for the project Crossing
Borders.  It must not be forgotten that the partici-
pants were also very satisfied with the experience.

This time last week we were together, a group with
a common interest, a group sensitive to each others
positions and predicaments, a group reaching out
one to the other, not afraid to be heard, not scared to
voice an opinion and at the same time able to listen.
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I came home knowing that we as a group can make a
change. I came home excited, willing to forge ahead
no matter what. It takes very little in our area to spoil
ones hopes. But then I am determined not to let poli-
tics and incidents over which I have no control damp-
en my spirit. We were a determined group a few days
back and so we should remain. There will be inci-
dents that annoy us, things may go wrong but one
thing cannot and must not be abandoned and that is
our dream for a better place for our children and
their children. This may seem like a far-fetched
dream but we can make this dream come true – if we
want it to. Lets put aside all feelings of hurt and
shame as these bitter feelings can only pull us under.
I am so proud to have met so wonderful a group of
caring people and this then will be my pillar of
strength. We can help each other by sharing the
good and the bad, by looking ahead and not back by
promising each other "yihyeh tov" – it will be better.
I look forward to meeting with you all again soon,
here close to home. Let us not forget why we joined
hands. The road ahead may not be an easy one. It
has its obstacles which we will learn to overcome.
Jewish Participant

Teachers reunion meeting:
On May 17, 2004, a reunion meeting was held for

the participants. The meeting took place in the
American Colony hotel in Jerusalem, with the partici-
pation of 21 teachers from the three sectors, the Arab
Israeli, Palestinian and Jewish Israeli sector. Two lec-
tures were presented. 

The first lecture, which was given by Professor
Dijani, was about "the big dream and the small
hope". He spoke about the two different aspects in
Palestinian and Israeli societies, regarding the end of
the conflict. The first part preceded the "big dream"
which mainly described the disappearance of one of
the two people, the Israeli or the Palestinian.  So,
one morning, one of the two nations will suddenly
disappear. In the Palestinian point of view, big prob-
lems will be solved, like the return of the refugees to
Palestine for example. On the other hand, in the
Israeli point of view, 3.5 million Palestinians will
spread out to the 20 Arab countries.  These are
examples that reflect the "big dream" of the extrem-
ist parties in each side.  The "small hope" being
reflected by finding a realistic solution based on giv-
ing up, sharing, accepting and creating a two-state
solution.

The second lecture, which was given by Dr. Carel,
dealt with the traumatized families and children in
the Israeli society in the last 3 and a half years since
the second Intifada began. The examples showed the
kinds of damages that occurred to the Israeli families
that were injured or lost family members during
attacks from the other side. It also dealt with the way
to face new reality of the loss, of the fear and of the

missing hope. People who are not professional psy-
chologists, such as teachers and others, might imple-
ment some of the tools.

Before and after the two lectures, the participants
and the three coordinators shared their experience
from the last seminar in Turkey. They shared activi-
ties in class, expectations from working together and
even planning the next opportunities to meet, work
together and to create a kind of "twin-schools",
which means that each school from each side meet
together on a monthly basis.

All the participants expressed the importance of
keeping on working together in order to improve the
effect of CB in class.

The Jordanian group did not take part in this
reunion meeting because of technical obstacles such
as visas, etc.

We are currently examining options of having
much larger meetings for teachers of the three sec-
tors to which we will invite well-known personalities
from the two sides; this will give a wider picture of
the two realities on both sides.

The feedback from the participants was very posi-
tive.

Dear Friends,
We would like to thank Garba for organizing our

first reunion. The presentations, location, organiza-
tion and refreshments were wonderful.   It was really
exciting to meet again and talk about our hopes for
peace. We think that our strong belief that more peo-
ple will join us and express their hopes openly will
change things in the Middle East, where so many
people are killed on both sides. 

Dr. Dajani's presentation was fascinating. For the
first time we had a chance to hear a Palestinian intel-
lectual describe his small hopes which we and so
many Israelis share. 

We were so impressed with his presentation that
we would like to invite him to talk to more Israeli
English teachers. We are now considering how to go
about it. 

We have just looked at Garba's application to the
European Commission with information about the CB
teachers' program and its objectives. How amazing it
is that from one short meeting and an even shorter
reunion, Garba has already been able to put together
a two year program. We are going to call it "our small
hope"- that we as educators will be able to do what-
ever we can, even if it's only very little, to achieve
peace. 

We look forward to our next meeting. 

CROSSING BORDERS 26 ANNUAL REPORT 2004



ARAB - ISRAELI

Narrative report submitted by Andre Kaldawy, Arab-
Israeli Sector of Crossing Borders, 
March, April, and May 2004

Introduction:
The past three months have been rather rewarding

for me as I saw first hand  how  Crossing Borders has
reached out to so many young people within the
Arab-Israeli sector. The pupils have been eagerly
involved in the project and taking active part in writ-
ing to the magazine as well as expressing their opin-
ion by sending letters to the editor, commenting on
articles published in previous issues of CB, making
their voice not only heard, but also taken seriously
by all, and learning not to take things at face value
and knowing it is o.k. to disagree.

Crossing borders has become a center piece in the
lives of many Arab-Israeli youngsters, a stage to hold
healthy debates on hot issues effecting their lives as
well as actively involving themselves in a healthy
democratic process of freedom of speech to all peo-
ples. The seminars that the project offers is a stimu-
lus for these young men and women to meet  at a
neutral grounds with the other sectors to learn, hear
the other and also be heard.

The E-mails I get on a daily basis from young peo-
ple and teachers who inquire about how they can
contribute and take active role in CB is so encourag-
ing and reassuring we are on the right path in pro-
moting understanding and dialogue between the dif-
ferent parties in the Middle East.

I see the growing need for the solidification and
expansion of Crossing Borders project  which has
been widely acknowledged for its unique work and
dedication.

Achievements:
a. Regional meeting in Antalya Turkey

A youth seminar was held in Antalya, Turkey from
the 11th to the 14th of March 2004, organized by CB
for the four sectors involved in the project. In prepa-
ration for the seminar the Arab- Israeli sector held a
meeting on 03/03/04 for CB members who were to
participate in the seminar. They were briefed on the
program and we discussed their expectations and
how they can get involved in the activities that are
going to take place with the other sectors. Five Arab-
Israeli youth took part in the seminar. Three of the
Arab-Israeli participants were new members of CB,
and two were veterans.  The Arab-Israeli group come
from different parts of Israel, some from villages in
the Triangle area other from the North of the country,
so we had a good representation of youngsters from
all walks of life of the Arab sector in Israel.

The seminar was a successful reunion of active CB
members as well as an opportunity for the novice

members to meet and get to know other members of
CB from the different sectors. During the four days
the participants took active role in the lectures and
the debates that followed. One of the main themes of
the seminar  given by Anna-Maija was Narratives, lec-
tures and discussions were held around that topic.As
an introduction to narratives, the aim of the session
was to guide the participants to identify and reflect
on their individual perception of the three most
important issues of the current conflict as they
understand it. There were video interviews, group
work , finally conclusion of the introduction to
Narratives in plenary session. Another important ses-
sion was  given by Greg, who started with a presen-
tation of an alternative proposition about where the
peace and war process lie. Followed by  an introduc-
tion to the idea of Roles and Role theory. The young
journalists produced joint articles on the theme of
narratives which were published in CB20.For some
veterans this was their last seminar and for the
novice their first experience.

A Danish film director John Faurschou was also
busy on a documentary on CB.

b. The first teachers and inspectors seminar in
Antalya, Turkey

An outstanding seminar was also held in Antalya,
Turkey  from the 18th to the 21st of March, 2004 for
teachers who use CB  in their  classroom.  In prepara-
tion for the seminar I held a meeting  on the 7th of
March,2004 for the teachers from my sector to
explain  the trip, their expectations.  The main objec-
tive of the teachers workshop was to develop and
encourage teachers’ ability to create healthy dia-
logues using Crossing Borders as a discussion and
study tool .Dealing with Media and Conflict in the
classroom , as well as Media, Education and Culture
of Peace in the Classroom.

From the Arab-Israeli sector four teachers and
one inspector attended the four day seminar.  

At the end of  the seminar the participants got to
know one another not only on the professional level
but on the personal level as well. Friendships were
forged between the teachers from the four sectors,
addresses and E-Mails were exchanged and there is
going to be a follow up seminar soon. Such a semi-
nar and those to follow expands our projects and
activities in all four sectors.

c.CB.20
The Arab-Israeli sector was asked to edit CB 20 . I

was more than happy to take up the challenge.
During the teachers seminar in Turkey we took some
time off to sit together the four Coordinators with
Garba, and we had an editorial meeting on the next
edition of CB. We met again in Jerusalem on the 24th
of March for an editorial meeting this time aside from
the four Coordinators Richard, the language editor
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also attended. We discussed and went over the joint
articles that were produced during the youth semi-
nar. We also worked on lay out and printing of CB 20.

My sector and I are quite happy with the produc-
tion of CB 20. It was rich in content and there were
many photos from both seminars the youth and
teachers. The magazine reflects the joint efforts all
the four sectors in our quest to improve the quality
and content of CB.

In my opinion each sector should be editing CB
twice in a row, to keep the momentum going and in
order for each sector to get a better feeling of the
responsibility of editing the magazine.

d. ETAI Conference:
On the 31st of March 2004 the English Teachers

Association Israel, which has thousand of Jewish and
Arabs English teachers as members held its annual
meeting 

at the Academic Arab College in Haifa. The one day
conference started at 9:30 and ended at 17:30. More
that 700 Arab and Jewish English teachers attended
the different workshops and lectures, some speakers
come from abroad. The annual conference is an
important educational and social event.

I took the opportunity to prepare  before hand a
detailed handout about CB  in English introducing CB
to the teachers and  was distributed to all .

I also gave a 45 minutes session for the teachers
talking to them about CB and how they and their
pupils take part in it. I talked about the recently held
youth and teachers seminar. During the session the
teachers were shown photos taken at both seminars
in Turkey. At the end of my presentation many teach-
ers asked questions about CB project and how they
can get involved in it. 

I think we have to take active part in the annual
ETAI conference held in Haifa, to meet teachers and
to have our own workshop were we present a docu-
mentary movie about CB and we give a presentation
about our activities present and future. There is a lot
of potential in such gatherings.

e. School Visits:
I have made it a tradition since I become CB Arab-

Israeli Coordinator to visit schools in my sector and
to meet with pupils and teachers and discuss CB. 

On the 19 of April, 2004 I visited Convent of
Nazareth high school , and attended a workshop
given to the teachers by The Ministry of Education.
There were teachers from ten schools from Haifa and
the North, there I gave a presentation about CB, I
also gave them copies of CB 20.

On the 23rd of April I was invited to the Orthodox
College in Haifa were I met pupils from the 10th and
11TH grades. I talk about CB and the seminars. 

On the 13th of May I visited the Byrouny High
school near Acre City, and also met with the English
teachers at school and with the pupils.

The result of such close contact with schools,
teachers and pupils are the large number of articles I
receive almost daily from pupils who want to publish
them in CB magazine.

f. Candidates for Seminar in Denmark:
In preparation for the seminar in Denmark, and in

order to better represent the Arab- Israeli sector I
decided to recruit youngsters from the Moslem,
Christian, Druze and Bedouin sectors. Unlike before
where all participants come from one small location,
this will give a chance to all to take part in CB activi-
ties.

I have been holding interviews to school children.
Last week I interviewed three Druze girls from Ort
Sajour who were recommended by Nava Berger a
teacher at the school who took part in the teachers
seminar in Turkey.

On June 2nd I will interview pupils from the
Bedouin sector from Tel Sevah near Beir Sheva in the
south, together with pupils from Aml school in Tel-
Aviv, recommended by Dr. Rachel Tal who also took
part in the teachers seminar in Turkey. 

g. Local And Foreign Media:
A lot has been going on in the media prior and

after the return of the Arab-Israeli sector from the
youth and the teachers seminar in Turkey.

On March the 9th  a press release was issued to
the Arab and Jewish media regarding  Arab and
Jewish youth  from Israel who aspire to become pro-
fessional journalists are  meeting  Palestinians and
Jordanians youth journalist in Turkey under the aus-
pices of Crossing Borders Project to engage them-
selves in professional workshops and will  also dis-
cuss among themselves the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict.

On the 15th of March 2004,I was interviewed live
on  Radio Israel in Arabic,  during a very popular
news program called ‘’EVENTS "a broadcast that is
heard in the entire Middle Eastern region  and the
Arab countries. I was asked about CB project, its
aims and about our trip to Turkey. I talked about the
important work CB in carrying promoting dialogue
and understanding between the four partners to the
project.

On the 22nd of March one of the youth from the
Arab-Israeli sector who took part in the youth semi-
nar in Turkey his name is Amjad Shougry, was also
interviewed on Radio Israel in Arabic and gave a
detailed  description of his impressions of the semi-
nar and his meetings with the other side, he pointed
out how the seminar gave him the opportunity the
meet , talk and discuss with the other sectors issues
that are important to their every day life in our
region.

On the 22nd of March one of the teachers who
took part in the teachers seminar in Turkey his name
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is Saleh Garra, was also interviewed on Radio Israel
in Arabic during a very popular talk show called ‘The
Other face", he also talked about the teachers semi-
nar and how such programs came help the parties in
the Middle East bring down walls of suspicions and
hatred. Saleh also pointed out the role of The Arab-
Israelis as a bridge between the Palestinians and the
Israelis.

On the 9th of April2004,an article appeared in one
of the most widespread Arabic newspapers in Israel
called Panorama, it reported the important events
that took place in Turkey involving youths from Israel
Arabs and Jews meeting with their counterparts from
Jordan and Palestine on neutral grounds in Turkey to
take part in workshops and seminars in Journalism
and conflict resolution. The reporter also mentioned
that at the end of the seminar joint articles were writ-
ten by all participants.

Such coverage by the media in Israel come to
show that CB in a unique project and is being taken
seriously by all parties and the media.

All these interviews are documented.

A reunion meeting was held in Jerusalem American
Colony Hotel on the 17th of May, for the teachers
who participated in the first teachers seminar in
Turkey. During the meeting two lectures were given
one by guest speakers followed by a light lunch. It
was great to meet the teachers again and to recall
the seminar in Turkey. Unfortunately the Jordanians
could not attend.

h. Future plans:
On the 7th of June a reunion meeting will be held

in Jerusalem for the youth members of CB, a dinner
will be also served. This meeting will be important
for the kids, to meet and exchange ideas and talk
about future plans.

The Arab Israeli sector will initiate meeting with
pupils and teachers from the Jewish sector involved
with CB, to visit each other schools and houses, and
to meet on regular basis. The same should do with
the Jordanian and Palestinians so that the four sec-
tors exchange visits together.

Conclusion:
We must continue our effort to draw more young

people, schools and teachers to our project.
We must expand our work with pupils and teach-

ers.
There should be more recreation work involving

the four sectors.
There should be more participants to the youth

seminars in Denmark and Turkey.
The number of the Arab Israeli sector who gets to

travel abroad is very small; there should be more
than 5 Arab- Israeli youth who get to go to the semi-
nars

More funds are needed to my sector in order to
have more got together meetings, food and drinks.

We need transportation for the youth in order for
them to come to meetings and get together without
being totally dependent on public transportation.

PALESTINIAN

Narrative report submitted Suheir Hashimeh,
Palestinian sector 
March to May 2004.
Date: 20 May 2004

Introduction:
The last quarter was good and full of work and

activities. In March we successfully had our first
teachers’ workshop in Antalya and this workshop
gave us the chance to be closer to schools and prin-
cipals all around our area in Ramallah, Bethlehem,
Beit Jala, Beit Sahour, Jerusalem and Gaza. It was
also a good opportunity to have more students and
young Journalist writing for our magazine. I think it
has been the best quarter full of activities of our
project.

Youth Workshop 11-14 March: 
We organized a meeting for the Palestinian Youth

in Jerusalem on the 2nd March 2004, gave them their
tickets and hotel voucher for their travel arrange-
ments to Antalya, and we discussed the subjects we
were going to have during our meetings and gave
them the program for the workshop. The group was
mainly veterans and 2 new members,  all active
members of Crossing Borders. The list of participants
to the seminar was as follows:

1-Ashira Ramadan 
2-Jihan Abdallah
3-Mira Ansari
4-Hania Amro
5-Baha Samara
6-Ibrahim Dakkak
7-Sahel Abu Rmaileh
8-Sulieman Harb
The workshop went well and the students got new

experiences and improved their skills and they really
enjoyed their staying there, and also the sessions by
Nes, Anna Maja, Garba, and Greg. The theme about
different narratives was a good idea since it dis-
cussed exactly what we really are facing in our area.
All participants were pleased and wanted to stay
more time, it was a good experience to everyone and
their feedback also shows so. We can say the semi-
nar achieved its objectives.
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Teachers Workshop Antalya 18-21 March:
We organized a meeting for teachers on 09th

March 2004 and prepared them to the workshop in
Antalya. The group was made up of teachers from
different school from Jerusalem, Ramallah. The list
was as follows:

Mr. Jeries Abu Eletham - Friends School - Ramallah
Mr. John Barthelmew - Jerusalem American School
Shu'fat
Mr. Tony Michael - Terra Santa Jerusalem
Mr. Hisham Al Jaabiss - Jabal Al Mukaber School
Mr. Samir Jundi - Teachers Union Jerusalem
Mrs. Shireen Bawab - Frere School Beit Hanina 
Mrs. Samira Matiya - Frere's School - Beit Hanina
Miss Elin Khashram - Schmidt's School - Jerusalem

It was good to have them for the first time; it was
a good experience for them to be in this workshop
They sent us their feed back and thanked us for this
amazing opportunity that they joined our workshop
and to meet teachers from other sectors.

Editorial Meeting:
On 12 March we had our 1st  editorial meeting in

Turkey where we discussed and checked all the arti-
cles and agreed on having 13 Israeli articles, 12
Palestinians, 8 Jordanians, 7 Arab Israelis articles.
And we agreed on the front page and the teacher's
pages in edition no. 20.

On 23-26 March 2004 we held our 2nd editorial
meeting and worked on the layout to have the maga-
zine out on time. The  coordinators and Richard
worked together to make a nice edition. On 05 April
2004 the magazine came out and we received it by
that date at our office. It is really a great edition and
the themes of the articles were excellent. Andre
Kaldawy was the editor in chief for this edition.

Coordinator Meeting:
On 22 April 2004 we had the coordinators meeting

at the Jerusalem Hotel in Jerusalem. At the meeting
were the four coordinators and Morjana Younis the
executive secretary and 2 Veterans CB Jihan Abdalah
and Sapir Atias.  A Finish journalist Paula interviewed
all of us and spoke to Jihan and Sapir about the
Crossing Borders project.

Reunion Workshop at the American Colony Hotel
17 May 2004:

The opening session was given by Dr. Munther
Dajani a lecturer at Al Quds University. His presenta-
tion had the title "Big Dream Small Hope" the role of
Israeli and Palestinian educators in the present polit-
ical deadlock. How can educators take the lead from
the present situation and move on to a better one?

Where can educators get support in their efforts? 
The second lecture was given by Dr. Cynthia Carel

who is head of a project at the Shneider Children's
Hospital in Israel. The Socio-psychological impacts of
the violence on the Israeli and Palestinian communi-
ties. How can educators respond and effectively deal
with the problems? How to identify and support the
affected children?

It was good to get together with the teachers who
had been to the Antalya Seminar and to meet in
Jerusalem. All the teachers were happy to meet again
and to see each other. They were talking about the
upcoming meetings and workshops and looking for-
ward to next meeting with Garba Diallo in the region.
One of the teachers Mr. Jeries Abu Eletham couldn’t
come because he is from Ramallah and has no per-
mission to come to Jerusalem and the Jordanians
couldn't come since they didn't get a visa to visit
Jerusalem.

Sector Activities:
On 2nd April 2004 we had a lecture run by a

Palestinian journalist Bassem Romi from Jerusalem
times weekly. He discussed the theme of articles,
how to choose the article how to speak to the other
side and how to express themselves without hurting
the others. 

The Palestinian coordinator keeps daily contact
with the CB group in her sector through their visit to
the office, telephone calls and email writing almost
everyday. We also have regular contact with schools,
teachers and institutions and individuals in our sec-
tor. We arrange the meetings for the youth from dif-
ferent school to present the project to explain it to
them and how to be part of it. We encourage stu-
dents to write and say their opinions about our mag-
azine.

We held our meetings with the CB youth as usual
in Jerusalem and Ramallah in spite of the bad situa-
tion, the closure, the checkpoints, we meet and dis-
cuss our project together and keep writing for the
magazine, sending emails to IPC and other col-
leagues.

On 10 May our sector met with the youth In
Jerusalem to arrange for the next reunion meeting in
Jerusalem and we also agreed on the participants to
the summer course in Denmark for the period of 15-
30 August, 2004, also we discussed the Berlin work-
shop and what is the possibility for participating in it
for the veterans. 

The cooperation, coordination and collaboration
with the different sectors of the project and IPC has
been excellent. We have been in daily contact,
exchanging ideas and supporting each other. 

Conclusion:
For our sector it has been a very good period for

us having new participants from different places, and
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teachers willing to help us in our project and to sup-
port our work and support their students to send
articles and feed back. 

We expect and plan for a lot of extra activities for
the coming few months, for example to organize
more lectures for the youth by journalists from our
region.

In order to spread better knowledge about
Crossing Borders. We arranged a meeting for pupils
and teachers from different schools in Jerusalem,
Bethlehem and Ramallah. We are receiving a lot of e-
mails and feed back from new participants from dif-
ferent places in our sector, they all read the maga-
zine and would like to be part of it. Our work is con-
tinuing and it is successfully going on and we are
working on the coming follow up seminars and the
summer course in Denmark. 

Distribution:
Distribution of the edition no. 20 was successfully

done on time. We add new cultural centers and
libraries in Gaza to the distribution list for the first
time. Also we have new schools in Bethlehem.

JORDANIAN

Narrative report submitted by Khaled Shorman,
Jordanian sector.
Report for the period of April, May, June, July and
August 2004 
Amman, September 10, 2004

Introduction:
After CB had successfully organized one seminar

for students and another one for teachers in March,
CB-Jordan started to build on the two meetings, par-
ticularly the teacher’s seminar to give the project a
new momentum. Soon afterwards, teachers from CB
Jordan and Israel started communicating with the
aim of organizing a follow up meeting in Aqaba and
the meeting was organized in August.

CB also succeeded to organize an extra regional
meeting and publish an edition of the magazine as a
result of contacts with a German organization who
sponsored the meeting and the edition.

The following report provides further details on
achievements of CB and CB/Jordan.

Achievements:
Four editions of the magazine

Four editions of the magazine have been pub-
lished and distributed during this period. Two regular
editions have been published and distributed during
April and June. The edition in Germany was published
in July and the summer course edition in September.

The four editions were quality ones with higher
standards in the topics and treatment of the topics.
The four editions were also illustrated with photos
and paintings by CB young journalists, which gave
the magazine a special identity.

The edition produced in Germany had the Berlin
wall as a centre theme and CB young journalists
compared and contrasted the wall in Berlin to the
one being erected in Israel and Palestine nowadays.
Re-united Berlin also gave the journalists insights
and hopes of possible and peaceful end to conflicts
and walls in our region.

Coordinators’ meetings
During this period meetings involving all coordina-

tors were difficult because the Jordanian coordinator
could not get a visa to travel to Jerusalem.
Communication continued with e-mail and phone to
organize and discuss different issues of the project. 

Networking and Promotion:
I Regional/International
There was a number of seminars and conferences

in which Masar, CB/Jordan attended during this peri-
od and promoted the project and distributed the
magazine to participants from different countries.
Four meetings for the 'democracy education' project
were organized in April and June and CB was distrib-
uted to participants from Jordan, Israel and
Palestine. About 20 of the participants in the four
meetings were young journalists.

In March, CB Jordan attended an international
youth conference in England attended by about 200
youth and youth leaders from about 30 countries in
the world. There were sessions on CB and the maga-
zine was distributed to participants. The conference
had different sub-groups covering different topics.
One of them was media who showed great interest in
the project. 

National:
In Jordan, the period was very rich in activities and

networking. There were meetings in Amman, Aqaba
and Irbid and new schools, organizations and youth
joined the project.

In April, we organized a meeting with a private
school in Aqaba attended by about 40 youth interest-
ed in the project. The meeting was positive and the
school became an active member of CB/Jordan.

'Seeds of Peace' project has used office space in
CB/Jordan main office in Amman and this led to
cooperation and exchange of youth activists between
the two organizations. Some 40 youth and staff
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members of 'Seeds of Peace' have learned about CB
and taken copies of the magazine. About ten would
be CB members interested in writing regularly for the
magazine.

Uni-national meetings:
There were numerous meeting in different areas in

Jordan for young journalists. The meetings were for
recruiting young journalists for the summer course,
review and evaluation of the magazine editions. 

In August, the project manager came to Jordan
with the Danish film director, Jorn Faurschou and a
re-union of CB/Jordan was organized on the occa-
sion. Around 30 members of CB, veterans and new,
attended the meeting and reviewed different issues
related to CB present and future. During the visit a
re-union of the teachers was also organized.
Meetings with parents and supporters of the project
were also held and resulted in positive outcome in
terms of feedback and review of progress the project
achieved during the past six years.

Partners/HQ: Cooperation among the project's
partners:

Working relations with all partners have been
steadily constructive and are been able to bring
together a team of partners who work together to
ensure constant development of the project. During
this period we have started to apply for funding for
further activities like a CB teachers’ programme and
producing a CB documentary. We hope that these
attempts will bear fruits soon and the growth we
aspire to achieve will be a reality.

Distribution:
Distribution has become a fixed aspect of growth

and development in the project. CB goes regularly to
Aqaba in the south, Amman and other cities in the
centre and Irbid in the north. Public schools have
joined the distribution list on a regularly increasing
pattern. More and more of foreign agencies and
NGOs in Jordan have also been added to the list. 

The distribution list is attached to this report.

Difficulties:
Apart from the visa problem for the coordinator no

major problem or difficulty has risen during this peri-
od. Due to the worsening political situation in the
region, the Israeli authorities have imposed further
restrictions on visa procedures even for people
involved in peace projects and have long records of
working with Israeli NGOs. 

Such political situations have many implications
on general performance of the project. This makes

meetings in the region more difficult to organize and
would exclude at least one of the sectors if organized
in Israel or Palestinian areas. 

Conclusion:
This period has been characterized by growth and

development and achieved progress in many areas.
The magazine improved, more seminars were organ-
ized and extra activities were organized involving
youth, teachers, parents and different partners and
supporters of the project.

Now we will start working on what should happen
beyond the current phase of EU funding to secure
continuity and expansion of transformation of the
project into an international NGO. 

KS 10/9/2004

JUNE 2004 – AUGUST 2004

ISRAELI

Narrative report Submitted by Dana Amoni, Liat
Cohen and Hanna Flesh, Jewish Israeli Sector
June-August 2004

Introduction:
As in the past, the current political situation has

continued to influence Crossing Borders as we enter
our fifth year of activity.  As Jews and Arabs continue
to fight and the conflict is highly profiled, we are
unrelentingly continuing with our endeavors and are
very proud of our accomplishments. This is not to say
that there have not been difficulties.  However, we
are determined to succeed where others have failed.

Uni-national Activity:
Interview Sessions (June 24 –June 31, 2004)  
Three interview sessions were held throughout the

country (North, Tel Aviv and Beersheva.)  We inter-
viewed over 100 students and 17 were chosen to take
part in a one-day seminar with the intention of then
choosing 11 youth to take part in the summer session
in Denmark.

Uni-national Workshop (July 18, 2004)
As in the past, a one-day seminar was held before

the seminar in Denmark.  The goals of the workshop
were to:

Better familiarize the participants with the project
Prepare the youth for the workshop in Denmark
Observe the individuals in a group setting
Choose 11 youth to attend the seminar in Denmark

Three sessions were held:
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Introduction to Crossing Borders 
During this session we spoke of the history of the

project, goals of the project, the participants’ expec-
tations and the project’s expectations of the partici-
pants.

The Jewish-Arab Conflict
Dr. Sarah Ozacky-Lazar of The Jewish-Arab Center

for Peace provided a lecture on the topic of Peace.
She also led the following discussion that was held
on the topic.

Identities and Self-Criticism
Yael Ben Zvi of The Jewish-Arab Center for Peace

facilitated the workshop.

This day was very important and crucial for the
participants.  It helped them a lot to understand the
project and to know what to expect.  It was very suc-
cessful.

Uni-national Preparation Meeting
On August 8, 2004, the Jewish Israeli group met

with Garba Diallo in Tel Aviv. This meeting gave them
a chance to meet the project director and the oppor-
tunity to ask him all kind of questions about the col-
lege and the seminar. 

The participants were very excited and curious
about the "other side."  They asked Mr. Diallo all
kinds of questions about the other groups, like - how
old are they? If they are curious about their group as
well? What kind of hobbies do they have?  and so on. 

It appeared that in such a short amount of time
they were able to form a cohesive group.  They felt
comfortable with one another and were very excited.

During the meeting we also talked with them
about discipline, and the way to behave in Denmark.

Mr. Diallo invited each one to speak about them-
selves on camera.  They talked about their hobbies
and the things that they like to do. 

Each participant submitted a draft of an article to
Mr. Diallo.  It was tempting to work on the articles
before hand, but it will be interesting to see the
process of working on the articles and the final
results. 

Regional Activity:
Israeli and Palestinian Encounter 
On June 7, 2004, an encounter was held at the

American Colony Hotel in Jerusalem with the
Palestinian and Israeli veteran participants. 

The youth met with two professors, one
Palestinian and one Israeli, who spoke about the pro-
ject’s unique ways of supporting and contributing to

better relations between Israelis and Palestinians.

The participants had great time after not seeing
each other for a long time.

Berlin Seminar
On July 5, 2004 a special CB seminar was held in

Berlin, under the auspices of "Axel Springer," the
publisher of a number of newspapers and maga-
zines, amongst the largest in Germany. We thank
Alex Elsohn for his assistance in coordinating this
seminar with Crossing Borders, Axel Springer and
German Foreign Minister Joschke Fischer.

The group was made up of 21 youth – 7 Jewish
Israelis, 4 Arab Israelis, 6 Palestinians and 5
Jordanians, who are veterans in the project.

Over the course of a week the youth spent time at
the editorial boards of newspapers, were interviewed
by many local and international media representa-
tives. This brought about very wide exposure of the
project.

During all the events and interviews, the name of
Givat Haviva as the Israeli partner in the project was
noted prominently, as well as its long time activity in
the field of peace education and bi-national activi-
ties.

A major event was held on July 7, 2004, at which a
group of 5 youth were guests on the television show
of the person considered to be the number one host
on German television – Sabine Christiansen. For 50
minutes the participants spoke of their experience in
the project Crossing Borders alongside life under a
longstanding conflict.

The day after this event and in the days following,
we received wide exposure in major newspapers, in
supportive and complimentary articles. A very unfor-
tunate error which occurred in all the articles was
that Givat Haviva is the body which recruits all the
participants – even the Palestinians and Jordanians.
This erroneous publicity had immediate ramifica-
tions. Of course we rectified the error and we also
sent an explanatory letter to the editors of the news-
papers, with a request to publish a correction. Most
of them promised that in their weekend editions they
would write again and in depth, noting the correct
facts. This error caused much discomfort and frustra-
tion to the other partners in the project.  We apolo-
gize for this. 

We were also hosted at the Reichstag and received
by a Jewish member of the Bundestag, who is a
member of the German Friends of Givat Haviva.

During the course of the entire week the youth
worked on production of a special issue, No. 22,
which was designed and produced in its entirety
under the professional auspices of our hosts.

During our stay we received wonderful hospitality,
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tours, explanations and guidance in addition to
numerous experiences which together made up an
especially successful seminar for the youngsters.

Denmark Seminar:  
For the Jewish Israeli youth the seminar in

Denmark was very difficult this year. In particular, the
open debate on possible ways out of the Middle East
conflict from the perspective of Arab and Israeli
youth held at the Danish newspaper POLITIKEN was
very trying for the teenage participants due to lack of
preparation.  We believe that the audience was not
informed that the participants did not represent any
government policy and the teenagers were not fully
prepared for open debates and found it difficult to
face the hostile reactions of the audience.  The youth
were disappointed and offended at the project for
putting them in this position.  

The open discussion held at the Danish House of
Parliament a couple of days later, moderated by
Garba Diallo, was much more successful. Mr. Diallo
was able to lead an interesting discussion while
remembering that the youth participants were only
teenagers who do not claim to represent Israeli poli-
cy, but want to work towards Jewish-Arab reconcilia-
tion in their small way. 

Following the Oslo Agreements, Jewish-Arab
encounters were "in."  Today, these youth are going
against the "norm" of their society and this must be
appreciated.  We must remember that Crossing
Borders is a youth program whose basis is built on
journalism and not on public debate.  Preparation
seminars are built on journalism, the Jewish-Arab
conflict, and building open communication with one’s
peers from the other side.  While the speaking
engagements are a wonderful opportunity for the
project, we must consider if our participants are
mature enough and prepared to face adults.
Reconciliation is a long process and veteran partici-
pants who have been through numerous workshops
and encounters may be better suited for these types
of activities than new participants. 

Thanks to Mr. Diallo’s professionalism and his
guidance, we were able to overcome this difficult sit-
uation and move on.  Feedback from the participants
was positive and many considered the seminar
"fun." A follow-up meeting will be held on
September 23, 2004 and we will be better able to
assess the impact of the debate at this time.

While the open debate was the most difficult for
the Jewish Israeli youth, we are sure that the other
partners also were faced with difficult situations or
were not pleased with some of our actions.  We look
forward to meeting with all of the partners for further
discussion. 

As previously expressed, the participants were

generally pleased with the seminar.  We thank Mr.
Diallo and his staff for their efforts.  The workshop
seminars were, as in the past, very well organized
and effective.  We look forward to our next encounter
in Turkey.      

Coordinators Activities:
Coordinators meeting in Jerusalem, June 9, 2004
The final proofreading session for issue 21 of CB

went well. 

Issue Number 21 of Crossing Borders:
We received negative feedback on an article about

Sheikh Yassin which described him as a leader and
important freedom fighter for the Palestinians.  We
were highly criticized for our decision to publish such
an article.  We are grateful that this issue was distrib-
uted at the end of the school year and was not used
by a majority of our teachers in the classrooms due
to the summer holiday.

Issue Number 22 of Crossing Borders:
During the course of the entire week that the

youth were in Berlin they worked on production of a
special issue, No. 22, which was designed and pro-
duced in its entirety under the professional auspices
of the host of the seminar. The feedback was very
positive. Former coordinator Shimon Malka stated
"… this Berlin edition was one of the best editions
from my point of view."    

Distribution:
Due to the fact that both editions were distributed

during the summer and in limited copies, we focused
a majority of our copies to libraries, institutions,
NGO’s and to adults.  All schools received issues for
their libraries.  A number of issues were sent abroad
for promotional purposes.

Promotion and Fundraising:
While we continue to promote the project whenev-

er possible, there have been fewer opportunities this
quarter to promote the project within Israel.  This is
mainly due to the summer holiday.

We are very grateful to Alex Elsohn of Givat Haviva
for his assistance in arranging the Berlin Seminar.  It
would be very helpful if all of the partners could
organize such an opportunity every year.  The Jewish
Israeli sector will surely try to do this once again.   

Cooperation among Partners:
Without doubt, there has been a strain between

the partners.  We hope that as the new school year
begins our working relations will improve.
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PALESTINIAN

Narrative report submitted by Suheir Hashimeh,
Palestinian sector 
June to August 2004
18 September 2004

Introduction:
The last quarter has for me been full of challeng-

ing and rewarding experiences with Crossing Border.
It has been good to share ideas with both the veter-
ans, colleagues and the novices who joined the proj-
ect during this year. This year was good and full of
work and activities. We had seminars in Turkey,
Berlin and Denmark. My colleague Morjana Younis,
the CB Administration Secretary, who is sharing the
same office with me, shared her experience with me,
since she is from the first generation of CB from the
first year of 1999. 

The project is going well and in the right direction.
Many things have been achieved and I hope things
will continue in this way and even become better for
in the future.

Reunion Meeting American Colony 07 June 2004
Jerusalem

A reunion meeting was held at the American
Colony hotel in Jerusalem on 07 June 2004 for three
sectors:  Jews, Arab Israelis and Palestinians. It was
good to gather the three sectors in Jerusalem and
discuss project issues, like the magazine, and to get
feedback from the youth participants and what they
gain from their participation in CB.  The programme
of the reunion meeting included a lecture by
Professor Munther Dajani, a Palestinian from Al-Quds
University. The lecture was about new visions for a
better Middle East through the youth eyes.  The lec-
ture was followed up by lively comments, questions
and discussions. After the session, the whole group
of 45 CB youth and coordinators had dinner and con-
tinued enjoying being all together. 

Apart from the absence of our Jordanian partners,
because of visa problems, the reunion was very good
and achieved its goals. 

Berlin Seminar 05 July -11 July 2004
This special seminar was held in Berlin on 5-11 July

2004.  Our sector organized a meeting for the Youth
in Jerusalem to prepare them for the seminar. It was
not easy to choose the participants since most of the
students were on holiday or studying outside of the
country. But we succeeded in recruiting the needed
number of participants. Six participants were select-
ed to take part in this seminar.  As agreed by the CB
partners, all the participants were veterans.

From the Palestinian point of view, the Berlin expe-
rience was different from the other Crossing Borders

seminars.  But it was good and a new experience for
them. They wrote articles that were published in the
special edition of Crossing Borders magazine that
was produced in Berlin. The list of participants was
as follows:

1-Amani Saba 
2-Baha Samara
3-Mohammad Mowaswas
4-Rawya Abu Rmaileh
5-Arwa Abu Rmaileh 
6- Mai Tahboub 

Feed back sent by some of the participants from
the Berlin Seminar:
Amani Saba from Ramallah

At first I wasn’t so excited about going to this sem-
inar in Berlin. I thought that the six days are not
going to be worth it. But after going there I regretted
the thought of not going. What is so special about
this seminar is that we knew nothing about the pro-
gram and that it is based on interviews, pictures,
writing and having fun.  

The organization of this seminar was a bit messy.
There was no REAL timetable. We lived it hour by
hour. At night they told us about the next day’s plan.
To tell you the truth I enjoyed it better this way. Not
knowing what to do and where to go makes you
more anxious and excited to know what’s next and to
go for it energetically. 

In Berlin we worked on writing articles about
things and sites we saw there in addition to the inter-
views and photo shooting. Hundreds if not thou-
sands of pictures were taken of us… anytime we saw
a camera a smile appeared on our face and we made
pauses to be ready for a picture. It was really differ-
ent with all the media attention. My pictures were in
the German newspapers and I appeared on TV… I
can’t think of anything better than this. Moreover
working with professional journalists made it easier
for us to communicate with the media and to fit in
the mood. They helped us as well, in writing our arti-
cles and editing them.   

In general, this seminar was located in one of the
most beautiful places in the world, in Berlin. The
weather wasn’t that clear and shiny there but in the
overall it was nice. We worked as one group. We dis-
cussed together. And in the overall we had fun.   

Mai Tahboub from Jerusalem
I spent one of the best weeks in my life in Berlin. It

was good for me, and I have a lot of beautiful memo-
ries. It was a very important experience for me
because I learned more about media and journalism.
I have always wanted to have this experience as a
journalist;  it was a really good chance to achieve
things during this seminar. I felt like I was a very
important person and also had a big  responsibility.
We explained our case for all the German people who
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came to meet us there. For me in general it was really
great and an important experience especially
because I am interested  in studying Media and to be
a Journalist. It was a great chance to be the Editor in
Chief for edition 22 there in Berlin.

Preparation for the Summer Course in Denmark
Three meetings were organized for our sector in

order to prepare them to the training summer course
in Elsinore. The first meeting was on July 17th 2004 in
Jerusalem at the CB office and was about prepararing
the youth for the summer course and to arrange
things with them about their articles, insurance and
visa to Denmark.

Second meeting was on July 24th 2004 in
Ramallah where we collected passports from the par-
ticipants to issue them with the required visa to
Denmark. We applied for the visa on Monday 26th
2004 at the Danish representative office in Ramallah,
and collected the Visa from the Danish Embassy in
Tel Aviv on 10th August 2004.

Our sector discussed the schedule for the
Journalism Summer Course in Elsinore with the par-
ticipants and gave them the program for the 2 weeks
period they were going to spend their.

The group was mostly new members in CB
Palestine chosen for their interest in the goals of the
project as well as their interest in journalism as a
future career. We were forced to cancel 2 participants
from the list because one of them is from Gaza and
couldn’t cross the border to Egypt to catch the flight
from Cairo to Copenhagen. The second participant
was from Bethlehem and also couldn’t cross the bor-
der to Jordan to catch the flight from Amman airport
to Copenhagen. In the last minute we replaced them
with 2 girls from Jerusalem. 

CB Palestine chose ten participants, nine of them
were new and one was a veteran.

So our list completed by the 13h August 2004 was
as follows:

Ashera Ramadan from Jerusalem
Maher Zaghloulfrom Beit Jala
Ala' Maaytah from Jerusalem
Mais Yehya from Jerusalem 
Shereen Bahader from Ramallah
LoorAwwad from Ramallah
Sumayyah Abutoameh from Jerusalem 
Nadeen Nashef from Jerusalem
Mira Ansari from Jerusalem 
Lina Najdi from Jerusalem

The third meeting was on August 13th in Jerusalem
at the CB office, where every participant received his
or her ticket and the health insurance.

2 girls were supposed to leave through Amman
Airport because they  hold Palestinian passports, so
they left 2 days before us to Amman.

The rest of the group left from Tel Aviv airport with
the groups with Arab Israelis and Jews.

Garba's Visit to the Holy Land 02-09 August 2004

On 3rd August Garba arrived to Jerusalem early in
the morning and he stayed at the Jerusalem Hotel.
He came in the morning to our office with Jorn
Faurschou the photographer. It was good to be the
first sector to meet with 

Garba in Jerusalem, and in the afternoon we left
to Ramallah and met with the youth veterans and
some new participants in Burj Alshikh. It went ok
with all of them, and they were really excited to meet
with Garba and discussed all kinds of issues with
him. 

Garba and Jorn interviewed the participants and
took pictures of them and filmed the meeting. We
also went to film at the Arafat headquarter. 

Afterwards we went to Sartawi center in Ramallah
where we visited Dr. Munther Dajani the lecturer
from Alquds University. Dr. Dajani joined us at the
summer course in Denmark for the period of 18-22
August 2004.

The purpose of Garba's visit
meet the new group and introduce them to the

project and the upcoming seminar before they come
to Denmark

make a pilot documentary film about the new
group and the project

meet the veterans both youth, teachers and par-
ents of Crossing Borders

Meet the project partners and coordinators to dis-
cuss and agree on over all project development.

On 04th August he met with the Israeli Partners at
Givat Haviva in the morning. Then they went to Haifa
and met with the Arab Israelis.

On 05th August they left to Jordan and met with
the Jordanian coordinator and the youth form Jordan.

On 07thAugust they came back to Tel Aviv
On 08th August they met with the Israeli Group

and the coordinator
After that they came back to Jerusalem over night

at the Jerusalem Hotel and left on 09th August to
Copenhagen.

Denmark Seminar 15-30 August 2004
We arrived in Copenhagen on 15th August at mid-

night and met with Garba at Copenhagen Airport. We
went to IPC in Elsinore, where we were welcomed by
the Jordanian group, who had arrived before us and
two Palestinian girls Shereen and Loor. The two
Palestinian girls had arrived to Elsinore on 14 August;
it wasn't easy for them to travel alone and they faced
a lot of problems on the way to Amman and then had
to wait many hours in Istanbul airport to continue to
Copenhagen.
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We checked in and went to sleep because we were
all tired.

The 16th August was the official´opening of the
seminar with a keynote welcome spech on the role of
Denmark in the search for sustainable peace in the
Middle East by head of the Middle East and Latin
America Department, Mr. Bo Lidegaard Danish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kristof Kristiansen, Max
Lawson, Garba Diallo.

Then the program continues by sessions done by
Neslihan Ozgunez  and Anja Gustavsen. The main
theme that day was about Journalism and conflict
management. The programme was was well pre-
pared. During the seminar the youth worked on joint
articles together and had sessions about media  and
conflict, stereotypes and images of the other, opin-
ions about new Middle East, journalism and more.

On 19th August we went to a Danish Newspaper
(Politiken) where we had a public panel debate on
possible ways out of the Middle East conflict from
the perspectives of Arab and Israeli youth and educa-
tors. Ms. Ashira Ramadan was chosen to speak in
this debate as a young palestinian and her presenta-
tion was well received in this debate. Also she was
the one chosen to speak when CB group visited the
Danish Parliament, and also her presentation was
well received at the Parliament.

On 21st August we had a Cultural night in
Copenhagen with a concert, an exhibition and a
panel debate with the youth and Munther Dajani and
Boaz Tamir. The headline of the activity was "another
way out of the conflict is possible". 

To end the evening the band Oriental Mood
played, it was a great show and everyone enjoyed it
and we all had a great time dancing together and
having fun.

On 24th I started the editing for the magazine as I
was the editor in Chief. Richard, the language editor,
helped the youth correcting their articles and we fin-
ished the editing on 28th August 2004.  CB magazine
edition 23 was printed in Jerusalem at Al-Risala
Press.

The Denmark seminar achieved its objectives. 
It was not easy for Palestinians to Travel in this

bad situation and a lot of efforts and arrangements
need to be done to help us maybe from the other
sector, I mean the Israeli partners in this project can
help. I hope we can arrange things next time with the
Israelis and reduce travelling problems.

The seminar achieved its objectives and the new
participants learned new things and improved their
skills in writing articles.

CB youth from all sectors exchanged emails and
talked about their experiences in Denmark. The
youth from all sectors were all great and achieved
results for themselves and became good friends. 

Feedback received from Palestinian participants

from the Denmark Summer Course 
Maher Zaghloul, Beit Jala 
As it's my first time participating in a CB Summer

Seminar really I found it well organized and the mem-
bers from other countries were cooperative and help-
ful, but the Israeli side wasn't in that good spirit.

About teachers and seminar it was in general good
Nes, Anja, Garba, Richard and Kifah all of them did a
good job. 

Kifah Mawarweh session about how to break the
cycle of violence to reach reconciliation was one of
the sessions I liked the most and also I gained a lot
of experience from Anja and the way that we should
write an article. I think it was a good course and I
hope that for the follow up seminar in Turkey you can
take these points into consideration. Thank you for
this wonderful Seminar, well done.

Ashira Ramadan, Jerusalem
Well this seminar was definitely different ...the

Israeli group this time was more open minded and
more willing to listen to the other side, and the lis-
tening skills and the journalism sessions with Anja
were really helpful and interesting. But as always
there was a lot of stress on us and we didn't have a
lot of time in the beginning to breath. The debates
were really good and I think they went very well
except for the Israeli group’s reaction. The accommo-
dation in IPC was a little bit uncomfortable, to be 3
girls in one room and one sleeping on the ground
was a little uncomfortable. The Jordanian coordinator
I think was not doing a great job because she didn't
really have any experience with CB. But in general I
think this seminar was great and was very success-
ful. I wish that all the seminars would be like this and
I wish I will have the chance to attend more seminars
like this one. Thank u a lot...Garba and the coordina-
tors for your efforts of having a successful seminar
specially Suheir.

Ashera Ramadan 

Sector Activities:
The coordinator met with youth at the American

colony for the reunion Meeting with other sectors on
07 August 2004.

We organized a meeting for the Palestinian Youth
in Jerusalem on 30th June 2004 and prepared them
for the seminar in Berlin.

We organized 3 meetings for the youth, the first
meeting was on July 17th 2004 in Jerusalem at the CB
office were about preparation to the summer course
in Denmark.

Second meeting was on 24th 2004 in Ramallah to
issue visa and filed the application and 10 partici-
pants was chosen.

We arranged the third meeting on 13 August in
Jerusalem at the CB office gave the participants their
tickets and passports with the health insurance.
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On 10th May our sector met with the youth In
Jerusalem to arrange for the next reunion meeting in
Jerusalem and we also agreed on the participants
going to the summer course in Denmark for the peri-
od of 15-30 August, 2004. We also discussed the
Berlin workshop and what the possibilities for partic-
ipating in it were for the veterans. 

The Palestinian coordinator keeps daily contact
with the CB group in her sector. The youth visit the
office sometimes, and we keep in contact through
telephone calls and email writing almost everyday.
We also have regular contact with schools, teachers
and cooperation institutions and individuals in our
sector. We arrange meetings for the youth from dif-
ferent schools to present the project and to explain
how to be part of it. We encourage students to write
and say their opinions about our magazine.

We held our meetings with the CB youth in
Jerusalem and Ramallah in spite of the bad situation,
with the closure and the checkpoints. We met and
discussed our project together and we keep writing
for the magazine, sending emails to IPC and other
colleagues.

Cooperation with other colleagues and IPC
The cooperation, coordination and collaboration

with the different sectors of the project and IPC have
been excellent. We have been in daily contact,
exchanging ideas  by email or by phone.

Conclusion:
For the Palestinian sector working with CB the last

year has been a good experience. We expect and
plan for a lot of extra activities for the future. Plans
we are working on. It was a very good period for us
having new participants from different places, and
teachers willing to help us in our project and sup-
ported our work and supported their students to
send articles and feed back. In order to spread better
knowledge about the Crossing Border project we
arranged a meeting for pupil's and teachers from dif-
ferent schools in Jerusalem, Bethlehem and
Ramallah.  Also in Gaza through the internet we try
to send enough information about our project and
how to be part in it. We are receiving a lot of e-mails
and feed back from new participants from different
places in our sector, they all read the magazine and
like to be part in it by writing their opinion or writing
articles and send to us. Our work is succesfully con-
tinuing and we are working on the upcoming follow
up seminars in Turkey for both teachers and youth. 

Distribution:
Distribution of the edition no. 22 and 23 was suc-

cessfully done on time and we added new cultural
centers and libraries to the list of receivers.  We have

new Restaurants and cultural centers in Ramallah
and Bethlehem. 

ARAB - ISRAELI
Narrative report submitted by Andre Kaldawy, Arab-
Israeli Sector of Crossing Borders
June, July, and August 2004
Date: August 31st, 2004 

Introduction:
I feel that our efforts to solidify and spread

Crossing Borders among the Arab community and
schools in Israel have been successfully gaining
grounds by leaps and bounds. Today CB Arab- Israeli
sector is working with over one hundred schools in
the Arab community in Israel which engulfs the pub-
lic as well as the private school system in the coun-
try. Moslem, Christian, and Druze pupils with assis-
tance from their teachers and English Inspectors are
eagerly taking part in voicing their opinion through
the pages of CB magazine, engaging in a constructive
dialogue with their respective partners in the other
sectors . For the majority of them, it is their first time
ever to see that they are being taken seriously in a
society that has always told them that their voice
does not count, and being outspoken is a very rude
and counter productive for them. Freedom of expres-
sion, the right to express oneself is not alien to them
any more. They are able to stand in front of the pub-
lic to debate and tackle difficult social as well as
political issues that not long ago were taboo in our
society.  Crossing Borders has opened many doors
for these young men and women to become the jour-
nalists of the future, giving them not only hope for a
better future  in a troubled region such as the Middle
East where most people have lost hope and are
depressed and feeling down and lost, but also active-
ly engaging in shaping their future and for the first
time ever. 

Could one have imagined that the summer semi-
nar delegation to  Denmark for this year will include
a  Bedouin teenager from the ultra conservative Tel-
Sheva Bedouin settlement in the Negev, an arid land
in the Southern part of Israel! This girl broke with all
traditions to take part in CB seminar in Denmark. To
spend two weeks away from home in a foreign land
by herself. What do we call this if not a courageous
act of self advancement and the love to explore and
bring about the long awaited change to liberate and
free the minds of those young women in order to
take part in the responsibilities  at  home, in the
community, society and her family and children in the
future. Another young girl to attend the summer
seminar in Denmark comes from the Druze  sector ,
from a village called Sajour in the North. This comes
to show how CB transformed and affected the lives of
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those who are involved in the project. Crossing bor-
ders has become a center piece in the lives of many
Arab-Israeli youngsters, a stage to hold healthy
debates on hot issues effecting their lives .    

The Arab- Israeli sector with its new center in Haifa
is actively engaged in boosting the momentum with
determination moving forward and building on the
experience gained from the past. We also work very
closely with teachers and inspectors as we have
based our relationship on trust and the well being of
our young men and women taking part in this won-
derful project. The CB Arab -Israeli center in Haifa
has become a meeting  grounds for members of CB
and also for teachers and prospective teachers who
are studying at The Arab College for Education and
elsewhere. They feel free to drop by to say hi and
stay for some time to inquire, give an idea or share
some thought.  The new phase that is currently
underway, Crossing Borders Teachers Program 2004-
2006 is a wise move that comes to solidify and build
on the success the teachers meeting in Turkey has
had this year.  It comes to show that we were able to
sense the needs of our project and its participants
and to reach out to a wider sectors of the parties
involved with CB. 

Achievements: 
During the past three months the following objec-
tives have been achieved:

New participants ( writers/ contributers)  In the
past year the Arab- Israeli sectors of Crossing
Borders was able to recruite a substancial number of
young men and women from different cities and vil-
lages in the Arab community in Israel.  Letters sent to
100 high  school principals and English language
coordinators introducing CB to them and explaining
how they can get their pupils involved with CB have
been successful in recruting new CB writers and
young journalists. Today we have a surplus of arti-
cles from which we can draw from.

Candidates for Seminar in Denmark:
In preparation for the summer seminar in

Denmark, and in order to better represent the Arab-
Israeli sector we decided to recruit youngsters from
the Moslem, Christian, Druze and Bedouin sectors.
Unlike before where all participants come from one
small location, and many were left out, or were not
aware of the project today we have the whole Arab-
Israeli sector involved and everybody welcomed to
take active part in it. 

Visiting schoolsI interviewing candidates tor the
seminar. We visited a number of schools to interview
candidates from the  Druze sector who were recom-
mended by Nava Berger a teacher at the El-Sajour
school who took part in the teachers seminar in
Turkey. I also interviewed students from the Amal
and Ort schools with the help and coopreration of

Dr.Rachel Tal the school inspector, as well as pupils
from the private as well as the pulblic schools, and
also we have a participant from our Halfa center the
Arab College for Education. Pupils who were chosen
are those who in addition to passing  the interview
had also submitted the best articles in order for
them to be eligable to make the cb team to the sum-
mer course in Denmark. 

The Arab-Israeli sector can be credited for the
selection of the first Arab Bedioun girl from the
Negev to participate in the summer seminar in
Denmark. This is the first time for Jamila to leave
home and travel abroad by herself in a society who is
very conservative and see the place of a woman is at
hoane. All in all we have six Arab -Israeli
youngesters, four girls and tow boys im Denmark this
summer.

Garba visits the Middle East
Between August 2nd and the 9th of August Garba

visited the region and met the four sectors. On the
4th of August Garba met the new group of the  Arab-
Israeli sector in Haifa who have recently joined CB.
Among them were the six CB  members who were
chosen to take part in the upcoming seminar at the
IPC in Denmark. There were more than 40 CB mem-
bers attending the meeting in Haifa.The meeting was
a very successful one as it helps to make a real bond
among the members. During the meeting Garba
talked about the project and what has recently been
going on and also about the seminar in Denmark.The
feedback i received after the meeting from the partic-
ipants was very encouraging. One of the new mem-
bers of CB a girl by the name of Kamar Daher
emailed me to say how proud she felt to be there,
and that she is giong be an active member of CB.
Actually i have already received two articles and
three poems from her. Another girl Woroud Mansour,
who has been a member of CB for more than three
years said that she was impressed from the meeting
in Haifa and that she felt she really belongs to a large
family called CB. 

Since CB is making a pilot documentary film, Jorn
the producer took pictures for the new group and
where also interviewed abuot what they felt like to
be a member of CB and how can CB in their opinion
contribute to the conflict in the region.

We also had a meeting with teachers who use CB
in their classroom. In the evening we also met
Dr.Najeed Nabuani the head of The Academic Arab
School for Education in haifa , where our CB center is
located.

Garga has a very unique way of dealing with young
people as he is a good listener and down to earth
person. He wins the hearts of people because he not
only understands them but also has emphathy for
their problems and fears. In  addition he is very pro-
fessional and experienced. I say this because i
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see,and hear the reaction of the youth when he is
aroud and also when he is not.

The Haifa visit of Garba was short yet, a great one.   

Local And Foreign Media:
We were interviewed a number of times on Radio

Isarel in Arabic about the role of  the Arab-Israeli sec-
tor in CB. In addition local papers took up the subject
to their readers. Before we left to Denmark I was
interviewed on Radio Israel about our upcoming
seminar in Denmark. A number of CB members went
on radio to talk about their experiecnce with the proj-
ect, and also they were interviewed by local
reporters.

Distribution:
Distribution has witnessed a substantial growth in

the past year as every high school in the Arab sector
gets the magazine on regular bases every second
month. We managed to distribute the June issue
before the end of the school year and the begining of
the summer hoilday so that pupils can enjoy it during
vacation and keep intouch with us. CB 22 was also
distributed although all sectors received 5000 copies
the magazine.

In many high schools in the Arab sector CB is used
by teachers on regular bases in the classroom which
encourages young people to take part in writing arti-
cles and improve their English and at the same time
involve themselves in journalisn and cultural
exchange with the other sectors and learning to read
and hear the other.

The Summer Course at the IPC in Denmark
In preparation for the summer course, cb members

were briefed about their two weeks trip to Denmark
to meet with the other three sectors, the time table
and the courses they will be attending in journalism,
conflict resolution and managemen, their visit to the
Danish Parliament and the meeting with the Danish
parlimantarians.

In addition we talked about the different actinities
they will be taking part in.

We arrived in on the 15th of August and went
straight to the IPC where we were welcomed by the
project manager Mr. Diallo and others. We had our
fisrt meeting with the other three sectors over
snacks, cold drinks and coffee,( icebreakers and
name games).

On the 16th we had the official seminar opening
with a keynote welcome speech on the role of
Denmark in the search for peace in the Middle East
delivered by the Head of the Middle East and Latin
America Department, Mr. Bo lidegaard. Danish
Ministry of foreign Affairs.

During the whole day cb members were engaged

id different actinities at the IPC group dynamics to
introduction to journalism and communication. at the
end of the day we had what we call team bulding for
the astivities to follow during the seminar. 

For the next three days till the 18th cb members
were actively involved in the different activities at
IPC.

On the 19th we visited Copenhagen and had a lec-
ture at Politican by Mr. Herbert Pundaik and at 5 P.M.
there was a public panel debate on possible way out
ot the Mideast conflict from the perspective of the
Arab-Israeli. Israeli,Palestinian and Jordanian sectors,
in addition there were two guests Pro. Munther
Dajani from El-Quds university and Dr. Boaz Tamir
from Israel who also made the panel.

Each sectors in the panel gave a brieff statement
about how the conflict has affected  and touched
them, about real life stories of misery  death and
blood. The Danish public was very active asking at
times difficult questions to the young cb panelist.
The Israelis did not like the reaction of the people
attending the meeting and felt bad about the whole
event.Actually the Danish public was pro paestinian
which made the Israeli group uneasy. I want to men-
tion that  during the Berlin seminar when we had the
public debate with Ms. Christiana the Palestinian
sector felt that the German public was pro -I sraeli
and that the israeli sector had an edge over the
palestinians.. So these things happen since we are
dealing with a very complicated conflict that has
been going on for a long time now. 

In my opinion the Israeli sector was not well pre-
pared for such a debate , but at the same time we
should not put young people in such a position to
face a crowd of older and more mature people to ask
questions and expect these young men and women
to know all the answers, they are not politians and
non of the foour sectors have to feel threatened and
pushed to the wall. We must not gine them the feel-
ing that one side wins and theother loses. We need
to fiter the question session and be able to intervine
when needed in order not to let things out of con-
trol.We need to remind the pyblic that these young
men and women are not politicians representing
their countries or their governmant. What they
express only their own opinions and views. 

The young jounalists  roamed the streets of
Copenhagen and interviewed people to hear their
idea about the conflict in the Mideast, others were
involved in writing joint articles.

On Friday we visited the Danish Parliament were
we met members of the ruling party as well as the
opposition. Our young cb jounalists heard the view
of the politicians on the conflict and were informed
that the Danish government will cintinue supporting
peace etfforts in the foture.

At the same time cb members gave their views
concerning their expectation, fears and hopes for the
future. We have to build on and develop contacts
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with politicians and public figures in order to further
our effort to expand our project in the region.

On the 21st Crossing Borders together with
Inklusion held a joint program starting at four in the
afternoon with an exhibition were the Danish public
meet with young Israelis, Arab Israelis, Palestinian
and Jordanians who tell stories about their experi-
ence of the Palestinian Israeli conflict.These stories
are represented by an item they have brought with
them, which symbolizes their view on this conflict.
The public was invited to chat with the young men
and women of the fiour sectors.

At five a documentary was shown a conflict caught
in the media storm. Following the documentary there
was a session with the four sectors where each pre-
sented his view about the conflict . "Another way out
of the conflict is possible" was the theme of the
meeting also attended by  Pro. Munther Dajani and
Dr. Boaz Tamir.We had a panel of four youg cb mem-
bers taking questions from the Danish audience
attending the meeting. What followed is a concert
with oriental Mood band, a group of talented
musisians who play a fusion of oriental music, with a
guest performer from Morrocow Karima Nait.

On the 22nd of August there was a workshop
given by Mrs. Kifah Massarwi and also Ness on
breaking the culture of violence to recociliation.
During the session which involved the four sectors
the Israeli sector felt insulted by thing  Nadine from
Jordan said. The Israeli sector left the session in
protest. The two facilitators thought that the session
must go on despite the absence of the Israelis. Garba
who like me was also present thought that the ses-
sion must stop and not continue without the Israelis.
The two faclitators objected firmly to this, but finally
the session ended and was resumed after each coor-
dinator had a meeting with hus group and thing were
worked out to the satisfaction of all and rhe work-
shop resumed with all sectors participating.. The
next day Nadime apolpgized for her manner of
speech and said she war misunderstood.   

On the 23rd there were two esssions for the four
sectors a morning one and another in the afternoon,
both dealing with the issue of a different Mideast. In
the evening all watched  the will to live, a film by
Anne Gyrithe Bonne. A discussion followed involving
the four sectors, each had a chance to express his
opinion about the movie and in what way his it
touhed the person watching in relation to the sitia-
tion in the Mideast.  

In the afternoon the young journalists worked on
the different task they were supposed to turn to be
published in CB 23.

Each coordinators was working closely  with his
own sector on improving the quality of the  article
they wrote during the seminar, and helping with the
different aspect of the jounalistic work . Richard was
editing the articles and in case they needed impro-
ment they were given back to the pupils to be

worked on for th elast time before they could be pub-
lished in the mgazine.

On the 24th the yuoth worked on their articles and
had another writing session.

Future plans:
On the 7th of June a reunion meeting will be held

in Jerusalem for the youth members of CB, a dinner
will be also served. This meeting will be important
for the kids, to meet and exchange ideas and talk
about future plans.

The Arab Israeli sector will initiate meeting with
pupils and teachers from the Jewish sector involved
with CB, to visit each other schools and houses, and
to meet on regular basis. The same should done with
the Jordanian and Palestinians so that the four sec-
tors exchange visits together.

Conclusion:
We must continue our effort to draw more young

people, schools and teachers to our project.
We must expand our work with pupils and teach-

ers.
There should be more recreation work involving

the four sectors.    
There should be more participants to the youth

seminars in Denmark and Turkey.
The number of the Arab Israeli sector who get to

travel abroad is very small, there should be more
than 5 Arab- Israeli youth who get to go to the semi-
nars

More funds are needed to my sector in order to
have more get together meetings, food and drinks.

We need transportation for the youth in order for
them to come to meetings and get together without
being totally dependent on public transportation.

SEP 2004 – DEC 2004

ISRAELI

Narrative report Submitted by Olga Paz, Israeli
Jewish Sector of Crossing Borders  
September - November 2004

Introduction on a personal note:
During this period the coordinator of the Jewish

Israeli sector has changed. Although I am not new to
the work CB is doing and not to the importance and
vitality of this project, I am new to the group who
had experienced a wonderful yet very powerful and
tough seminar in Denmark.  The youth had to say
goodbye to their coordinator who was with them dur-
ing this time and meet a new person and open up to
her and welcome her/me into their journey. I must
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say I am grateful I am a group facilitator. I can under-
stand the process work and group dynamics. I
believe I have to gain their trust, love and commit-
ment to me as their coordinator so we will have a
wonderful year all together.

Uni-national Activity:

•Meeting the group (October 31, 2004)  
I met the group in their regular meeting coffee house
in Tel Aviv.  We introduced ourselves to one another
and talked a little bit about their expectation of the
next seminar.  They shared stories and experiences
from the Denmark seminar. The experience of being
on stage in front of an audience was difficult for
them.

I see a strong group who is very much devoted to
the idea of dialogue and meeting youth from
Palestine and Jordan and Arab Israelis who they also
hardly know.  They are very united despite their geo-
graphic distance from one another. They spoke about
their need and will to meet more often.

Uni-national preparation for Istanbul Seminar
(November 14,2004)

Due to the fact that the youth seminar will be held
in Istanbul, it was difficult to recruit students to
attend.  Many of the parents did not want their chil-
dren to travel to Istanbul since the Israeli Foreign
Ministry considers it a sensitive location.  I was
forced to invite veteran participants who actively
write for the magazine rather than all new partici-
pants.

The veteran participants shared their feelings of
what it is like to attend a second encounter.  They
expressed that the experience is more difficult
because everyone is ready to discuss the conflict
openly.

To prepare the youth for the seminar I held a work-
shop.  After my initial meeting with the youth, it was
evident that they needed a lot of uni-national work.  I
decided to start the process of dialogue among our-
selves to better prepare for the encounter.  Every par-
ticipant was asked to create a "model" from foil
paper of himself and place himself in the group.  A
very interesting session developed from it. They
spoke about their feeling of belonging or not belong-
ing to the group. They discussed the fact that some
felt more eager than others to talk about conflict
issues and how this might affect the group. In addi-
tion, they spoke about their expectations of the pro-
gram and one participant said " I feel I cannot think
about the army the same things I felt before I joined
the project. I question today my will to serve." There
was strong antagonism to his statement  and some
said it will weaken the group if he will talk this way in
front of the others.   We explored what does it mean

to him as an individual to be silenced by the group
and what is the price of speaking your opinion.

Bi-national Activity: 
Reunion Meeting, Neve Shalom (October 8, 2004)

We are very proud that our participants are from
all over Israel, from the North to the South, and from
all economic sectors.  However, this is sometimes a
burden for arranging meetings. When planning activi-
ties it must be remembered that not all of our partici-
pants are located in once central location and we are
not allocated funds to provide transportation. The
reunion meeting was scheduled on a Friday after-
noon when public transportation is not available.
The Jewish Israeli sector was not able to attend the
meeting due to lack of transportation and the fact
that the meeting would run into the Jewish Sabbath.
It is my feeling that when planning another activity
such as this, more consideration should be given
when arranging the day and time. 

Istanbul Seminar, November 18-21, 2004
I met 11 very excited kids at the airport. They were

all very happy to see one another again. The moment
they saw the Palestinians and the Arab Israelis at the
airport, the seminar had started. On the plane ride to
Istanbul they shared their experiences over the last
few months and reflected on the Denmark Seminar.

We arrived at Golden Tulip Eresin Top Kapi Hotel
late in the evening and after a fast dinner we met in
our conference room for the "Hello Session."

The next day the Jordanian group was late due to
weather conditions in Amman and everyone was very
busy in their minds waiting for them.

The sessions were very intensive yet not fully
"explosive." My feeling was that they did not want to
talk about many issues.  In my opinion, Arafat’s
death and the changes expected in the region were
topics that were spoken about in a very modest way.

The general atmosphere was very positive and
they were having a great time. This was also
expressed in the questionnaires distributed during
the seminar and at the end. They said a weekend is
not enough time for them. They want the next semi-
nar to be longer.

It was wonderful to see Israeli Jews, Palestinians,
Jordanians and Arab Israelites lying on the couches
late at night talking in mixed groups, so free, safe
and secure.  It was as if the conflict is just a small
fraction of whom they are and it was not important at
that moment and time.

As I mentioned previously, it was difficult to
recruit participants to attend a seminar in Istanbul.  I
promised those parents who did agree to allow their
children to attend that they would not leave the hotel
in the evening.  I believe that this was difficult for
them.  They could not fully integrate with all of the
youth.  I think that it is important that youth semi-
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nars not be held in Istanbul until the Israeli Foreign
Ministry changes its opinion on Israelis traveling to
Israel.  The location of the seminar is not important,
the substance of the seminar is.

Distribution:
I believe that we must expand our distribution list

and reach more readers.  As the project expands to
include educators, it is important that we reintroduce
the schools to the project.  Givat Haviva supports
this thinking and has appointed Yael Ben Zvi to help
with networking.  Over the last few months, we have
created the following work plan to expand distribu-
tion and help recruit new writers. 

1. To make contact with English Teacher Inspectors
of the Ministry of Education and arrange meetings
with them.
2. To personally contact all Heads of English
Departments in schools that receive the magazine
3. To include in every magazine delivery, a letter
that invites the recipients to comment on the
issue, request more copies, or any other com-
ments they may have.
4. To offer available teaching material to accompa-
ny the magazine to all recipients and to send it
upon their request.
5. To contact all recipients to check that the maga-
zine was received.
6. To contact new schools and "other" possible
recipients.  
7. To inform the teachers that each year new stu-
dents are recruited to join the project and request
their assistance in recruiting at least one new stu-
dent each year.  

Teachers’ Seminar (November 25-28, 2004):
It was a very successful seminar. The teachers

reported that the sessions were very interesting and
they felt that they gained much knowledge that they
can use in their classrooms. They enjoyed the
dynamics between the groups and the dialogue
about the conflictual issues. The new teachers, who
have never taken part in an encounter with
Palestinians, returned with a very positive experience
and with the desire to continue the dialogue.    

Coordinators Activities:
Coordinators Meeting (October 29, 2004)

A coordinators’ meeting for issue 24 of CB was
held in Jerusalem. It went well and I learned a lot
from it.  It helped me to see my work and responsibil-
ities more clearly.

Being that I am the editor in chief of issue 25, I
have much work ahead of me.  I have spent the
month of November reading articles and commenting

on them.  I have developed a good relationship with
the Richard, the language editor. 

Fundraising:
We are pleased to report that Givat Haviva has

once again been awarded a grant by the Public
Affairs Office of the American Embassy in Tel Aviv to
support Crossing Borders.  As you may recall, assis-
tance was also received from the Public Affairs Office
to defray the production cost of the youth magazine
Crossing Borders – Volume 3 No.16 July/August
2003.

The grant that has been approved will allow
Crossing Borders to produce a teaching manual for
educators.  This will not only allow us to provide gen-
eral material on the conflict, but also provide lesson
plans created by our teachers to accompany the
youth magazine.  Without doubt, this will be a great
asset to the project itself and to all educators.

In the spring of 2004 we were pleased to commit
our support to the educators program and now, after
only a short time, we are pleased that we can help
the educators aspect of the project expand.

Cooperation among Partners:
For me it was a positive experience to join

Crossing Borders. The CB team warmly welcomed me
to the CB family. I thank Garba Diallo for his support
and encouragement during this period.

ARAB – ISRAELI

Narrative report
September, October, and November 2004   

Introduction:
Since our last summer seminar in Denmark, the

Arab Israeli sector has seen an increased volume of
activities both among the teachers and the pupils
involved in the project. We are actively working with
some one hundred schools and we have been able to
make a headway with the teachers and pupils in the
sector, as efforts are made to keep in touch with
them through different channels of communications
most notably through meeting them at schools, E-
mails and by telephone, as well as through pupils
and teachers contribution to CB magazine. 

Pupils in the Arab Israeli sector are very active,
and we often ask for more space to be allocated for
our sector to express their feelings and thoughts.
With each issue we have surplus of articles that we
are unable to publish due to space regulations and
allocation. We always have new contributors as the
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number of pupils involved with CB in the Arab Israeli
sector is constantly rising.

The CB center at the Arab College in Haifa is the
meeting ground for both teachers and pupils. Most
of our uni- national meetings are held at the center,
and prior to any seminar we meet and discuss our
plans and go over the activity sheet for the particular
seminar.

Our most difficult hurdle for my sector remains
transportation. Whenever we need to meet, be it in
Jerusalem or at Neve Shalom or elsewhere, pupils
find it very difficult to reach their destination, and I
often feel compelled to use my car to pick some of
them up from different locations. We need to figure
out a safer and more practical way for our youth to
come to the meetings

Achievements 
We have recently returned from two very success-

ful seminars in Istanbul, one for the youth and the
other for the teachers.

CB follow up seminar for the youth was from 18-21
November 2004 and the Arab Israeli sector partici-
pated with five youths. During the seminar the youth
were involved in journalism skills, Mideast conflict
analysis and non violent communications. In the
three day seminar the youths were kept busy listen-
ing to lectures, workshops, meeting and working in
groups, discussing current issues and writing joint
articles. They also had a chance to tour Istanbul and
go shopping. 

The atmosphere in the seminar was very relaxed
and open. There was hardly any tension among the
youth, unlike previous experiences.

The four coordinators had a chance to meet and
discuss different issues and work plan including CB
25 which is due to be published in January, 2005.

The only bad experience one encountered was on
our way home. At Istanbul Airport the EL-AL security
people gave the Arab Israeli and the Palestinian
group a hard time as each one had to undergo some
form of questioning and interrogation, and our bags
were thoroughly searched.  Some of the kids had to
leave their luggage with the security people and flew
home without their belongings. They had to go to
Ben – Gureon airport the following day to retrieve
them. The experience and humiliation made some of
them cry and very mad. I tried to encourage them
and stayed with both groups the Arab Israeli and the
Palestinians till they all cleared security and boarded
the plane. 

I suggest we avoid flying EL-AL and find another
arrangement.

The teachers seminar was held a week later, from
25-28 November. The Arab Israeli delegation includ-
ed two inspectors, Dr. Salah Mahajneh, English

inspector for the Arab sector, and Orsan Iyadat who
is the chief inspector of the northern district at the
Israeli Ministry of Education, in addition to the head
of the Arab College for Education in Haifa, Prof.
Nageeb Nabwani and one of the college teachers, Dr.
Samir Khalileh, teacher lubna from Haifa and teacher
Wissam from Nahaf high school.

The teachers’ seminar was a very rewarding one
for all the participants. During the seminar the Arab
Israeli sector was involved in setting up a meeting
between the project manager Garba Dialo, and
inspectors Iyadad and Mahajneh.

After reviewing CB project and its objectives it was
agreed that the Arab Israeli sector will arrange
together with Inspectors Iyadat and Mahajneh a
study day for some fifty schools from the northern
district of Israel in March, 2005.

The study day aims at encouraging the teachers
and through them, their pupils to take a more active
part in CB and to tell the teachers through the
Inspectorate that the Ministry of Education encour-
ages the project and is happy with its overall mes-
sage of conflict resolution, peace and dialogue
between the parties in the region.

Another encouraging achievement was a meeting
between Garba, the Arab Israeli sector and Prof.
Nabwani.

The Arab Academic College handed out a proposal
for the CB project ''Contribution of Cross- Cultural
Conflict Resolution Models to Promoting Crossing
Birders Project"

Two things were agreed upon, firstly to hold a
Crossing Borders Conference on Educators and youth
in Pursuit of Peace at the Arab Academic College
Haifa, in September, 2005. To invite guests and influ-
ential people locally and from abroad Secondly, to
make CB an integral part of the English curriculum at
the Arab College.

These important developments will give a tremen-
dous boost to the project and is a welcomed devel-
opment.

We held a meeting at Neve Shalom for the Arab
Israeli and Palestinian sector on the 8th of October.
The Arab Israeli sector participated with 16 youths
were they met their Palestinian counterpart and
spent a whole day together swimming, having lunch
and discussing the Summer Seminar in Denmark.
The Israeli sector did not participate since the new
coordinator Olga Paz was yet to take up her duties as
the new Israeli coordinator replacing Liat.

The four sectors and Richard held two editorial
and coordinators meetings in Jerusalem. The first one
was on the 29 and 30th of October and the second
one was from the 5th to the 7th of November.

During these two meetings a number of issues
were discussed including the concept paper, the for-
mat of CB magazine and the distribution of articles
for each sector, budgeting and youth participation in
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the actual production of the magazine. We also
agreed on a work plan for the coming six months
with specific dates for meetings and get togethers.

We also discussed CB 24, and since the Arab
Israeli sector was privileged to be the editor in chief,
we discussed the articles and went over all relevant
questions taking into consideration that CB24 was a
special holiday issue consisting of 40 pages and not
the regular 32 format layout.

The experience of the Arab Israeli sector is that it
took much more effort and time to produce the mag-
azine. I had to work constantly for two consecutive
weekends to finish the magazine and send it to the
printer in due time before the Id el Fitter holidays,
and secure copies of the new issue of CB magazine
for the two Istanbul seminars held at the end of
November. We were able to meet the deadline and
the magazine turned out to be a very attractive and
successful one. We are proud of our achievement
and looking forward to editing a new edition of CB

Distribution:
Distribution of the magazine is going very well. All

the 100 schools in the sector receive the magazine
on time and on a regular basis. The only problem is
that we need more copies for the schools, and the
pupils.

We need to increase the number of copies as our
sector receives 2500 copies only. 

Cooperation with the other partners:
Future Plans:

We are currently working on the next edition of CB.
We are going to have an editorial and coordinators
meeting in Jerusalem next Sunday. CB 25 will be pub-
lished in January 2005 and we hope it will turn out to
be the best so far. The Israeli sector will be editor in
chief.

We are planning to have a youth meeting for the
four sectors at the Arab Academic College, the date
and work plan will be discussed at the Coordinators
meeting in Jerusalem.

In February we will hold editorial and coordinators
meeting. The Editor in chief will be the Jordanian sec-
tor.

Conclusion:
The CB project is constantly expanding and gain-

ing momentum. It has become a regular feature on
the local scene for CB youth members and teachers
as well as all other interested parties. Many see the
magazine as a window to the neighbouring youths
and contries involved in the project.

The experience of the youths and teachers at
Istanbul airport comes to demonstrate that our work
is far from being over. Such encounters makes CB

even more relevant and much needed.
I have seen the troubled expression on the faces

of both teachers and pupils from the Israeli sector,
the Arab Israeli sector and the Palestinian sector. All
felt the sorrow and humiliation received from the El-
Al security people. The Jewish kids and teachers
protested loudly against the segregation of Arabs
and Jews. We will continue our efforts to promote
understanding and bring about a just and peaceful
settlement to the Palestinian-Israeli problem.

PALESTINIAN

Narrative Report
September to November 2004
04 December2004

Introduction:
The last quarter has been full of challenging and

rewarding experiences for me with the project. It has
been good to share ideas with both the CB veterans,
my colleagues and the new ones who recently joined
the project. The quarter has been full of work and
activities. We had 2 seminars in Turkey, one for
teachers and one for youth and we also had a
reunion meeting at Neva Shalom.

It was an excellent period for our sector with and I
think Crossing Borders is going in a great direction. I
hope that things will continue the same and get even
better for the coming future.

Reunion Meeting 08 October Neva Shalom
On 08th October 2004 the CB youth met At Neva

Shalom (Wahat Alsalam). The participants were
Palestinians and Arab Israelis only. The Jews and the
Jordanians were unable to participate for some rea-
son. The reunion went well and it was necessary to
meet after the summer course in Denmark to follow
up on things. 

Palestinians from the West bank and Israel met at
Neva Shalom at 12:00 noon; they were 27 partici-
pants.

Participants enjoyed their day by swimming and
talking to each other about their experiences with
Crossing Borders. For the new participants it was
good opportunity to meet with the others and to lis-
ten to them talking about the good things they
achieved with CB. They spent the whole day in Neva
Shalom, listened to a lecture about Neva Shalom
held by Reem Alnashef a teacher from Neva Shalom
school. The lecture was good and they got more
information about the place and how the Jews and
Arab live in the same place together. It was a good
example of co existence between Arab and Jews. We
also discussed the upcoming follow up seminar in
Istanbul, and the CB magazine. 
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Participants from my sector for the yoth seminar
were:

Sami Habash 
Sahel Aburmaileh
Sereen Najdi 
Mira Ansari
Lina Najdi
Nadeen Abutayeh
Nadeen Nashef
Dana Hawash
Shereen Bahader
Dima Razouk
Mai Tahboub
Suheir Hashimeh coordinator

This reunion was good and we achieved some
good results for both new participants and veterans.

Istanbul Youth Seminar 18-21 November 2004
This Seminar was held in Istanbul in November

2004. Beforehand our sector organized a meeting for
the youth in Jerusalem and Bethlehem where we pre-
pared the youth for the upcoming seminar.  Most
participants were chosen from the summer course
but we also had a few new participants and some
veterans. For the new participants the seminar was a
good to get to know Crossing Borders and they were
happy and they were all happy to meet and  share
experiences with all the sectors.

The seminar was great and it was about Middle
East conflict analysis and journalism skills and they
enjoyed all the lectures given to them. They also
enjoyed the CB Olympics, and worked on their joint
articles.

For the Palestinians it was not easy when we left
Istanbul to go back home. We were shocked by El AL,
the Israeli Airline that did not allow 3 from the group
on to the flight because of security check. It caused a
big problem for the 3 left in Istanbul to go back to
hotel and have extra night and to buy 3 tickets back
home with Turkish Airlines the following day. We
were lucky we booked on the same flight that Garba,
Nina and Anja were on so we came back to Jerusalem
with them. 

Garba paid for the tickets from Istanbul to Tel Aviv
for the three that missed their flight with El AL. For
me as a coordinator and working with the travel
agency who booked the tickets it was a challenge for
me and I realized that Palestinians are not welcome
to travel with El Al. We will never fly with this compa-
ny again. We complained to El Al’s main office in Tel
Aviv against the security behaviors to the
Palestinians.

Feed Back from Youth Seminar Istanbul
By: Maher Zaghloul

It was a good seminar I cannot say it was perfect,
because we didn't focus on political points, which is
the main issue in our project. As Palestinian - Israeli

parties we had a lot of different points of view which
we had to discuss in our seminar.

We can use a lot of time instead of wasting it and
not focusing on the main point such in Anja session
we can focus on journalist skills and ethics and also
on Arafat Death concerning Arafat death I am so sad
and I think all my friend in the Palestinian group have
the same feelings that no one of the management
board said any word about Arafat death or send any
condolences to the poor Palestinian delegation , but
on the contrary if a small event happened with the
Israelis such a small explosion all the participants
and the board of management will share them their
feelings. The hotel was good, the sightseeing too I
hope u will take these points into consideration.

By: Lena Najdi
It was a great seminar, one of a kind. I enjoyed

each moment there. It was better than Denmark sem-
inar, maybe because we knew each other. 

About the sessions, I think that non- violent com-
munication was the best,. It was also good to talk
about what happened in the post journal with Anja,
but I think that Arafat's death was a more important
issue to talk about, since it was the Major event and
that it will change the course of every Palestinians
life. The Olympics was the best thing we did in the
seminar besides writing the joint article which gave
me the chance to talk politics and know how they
look at Arafat alive or dead.

What happened in the airport made me realize
how mean your enemy can be even though you are
going to make peace. I know that they aren't wearing
a tag saying that I'm the enemy, but after what hap-
pened I realized that our enemies don't need some-
thing to identify them.

But still, I don't think it's the fault of the Israeli
sector, they are all my friends now, and I'm looking
forward to seeing them all in Haifa.

By: Mai Tahboub
The seminar in Turkey was the best seminar I have

been to for many reasons:
Because my relationship with all the participants

was good 
Because we didn’t have many problems with the

other side 
What I didn’t like:
-     It was really short seminar 
-     That there wasn’t many politics 
-     We didn’t have activates as we could 
-     What had happened in the airport with El AL

Israeli Airlines?

Preparation for two Seminars in Istanbul Youth
and Teachers

We organized a meeting on 13 October for the
youth in Jerusalem at the CB office to prepare them
to the seminar in Turkey and to choose the partici-
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pants to this seminar also we apply for the visa and reserved seats on
flight to the participants.

Second meeting was on 12 November 2004 we met with them collected
articles and discussed the program.

Meeting held on 11 October for teachers to inform them about the sem-
inar and about their continuing with crossing borders we met with princi-
pals from different school.  It was good meetings we had the 8 teachers
participated in Istanbul seminar 25-28 November 2004.

Meeting was on 17 November in Jerusalem at the CB office, discussed
the program and our participation in the seminar gave them their pass-
ports and their tickets. 

Teachers Seminar 25-28 November 2004
This Seminar held in Istanbul after the youth Seminar for the period of

25-28 November 2004 at the Eresin Topkapi Hotel, it was excellent semi-
nar and I can say we achieved so many things specially the manual we are
going to produce and teachers agreed to write articles in this manual.
This seminar achieved its objectives.

Participants form Palestinian sector were:
Reem Nashef
Safa Jamil
Qamar Asmar
Suzan Khayou
Hisham Jaabiss
John Bartholomew
Nathan Foote
Samir Jundi
Tony Mickael
Suheir Hshimeh - Coordinator

Cooperation with other colleagues and IPC
In Palestinian sector the cooperation is going in very positive way we

are in daily contacts with schools principals students from different
places.

The cooperation, coordination and collaboration with the different sec-
tors of the project and IPC have been excellent. We have been in daily
contact, exchange of ideas and mutual support by Email or by Phone.

Conclusion:
For the Palestinian sector working with CB was good experience and

great challenges. We expect and planed for lot of extra activities for the
coming future that we are working on. It was a very good period for us
having new participants from deferent places, and teachers welling to
help us in our project and supporting our work and the supporting their
students to write  articles. In order to spread better knowledge about the
crossing border project we arranged a meeting for pupil's and teachers
from different schools in Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Ramallah also in Gaza
through the net to have enough information about our project and how to
be part in it, we are receiving a lot of e-mails and feed back from new par-
ticipants from different places in our sector, they all read the magazine
and like to be part in it by writing their opinion or writing articles and
send to us. Our work is continuing and it is successfully going and we are
working on the coming follow up seminars in February and March also the
reunion meeting in December in Haifa or Jerusalem.
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Crossing
Borders
Activity Sheet
September -
November
2004

CROSSING BORDERS 48 ANNUAL REPORT 2004

Reunion Meeting 

Meeting and exchange of information all sectors

2 sectors Arab Israeli and Palestinians Suheir and Andre Reem Nashef

teacher from Nave Shalom school

08 Oct. 2004, Nave Shalom

Positive

Uninationl Meeting

Meeting with  CB members 

CB Members and Suheir Hashimeh

13 October 2004, Jerusalem CB office

Positive

Constructive

Uninational meeting

Meeting with participants to Istanbul Seminar 

9 Palestinians + Suheir Hashimeh

12 November 2004-12-03 Jerusalem 

Possitive

Uninationl meting

Meeting and exchange of information about the teachers seminar

9 Palestinians teachers

11 October Jerusalem 

Positive 

Uninational meeting 

Meeting and exchange of information about Istanbul teachers Seminar

9 participants and Suheir Hashimeh

17 November 04 in Jerusalem 

Positive. 9 teachers were chosen to participate in teachers workshop in

Istanbul

Istanbul 18-21 

Youth Seminar 

Meeting and exchange of information conflict in the middle east journalism

skills 

4 sectors - Garba, Nina, Anja and Vera

18-21 Nov. 2004 Istanbul

Positive Achieved its objectives

Istanbul 25-28 

Teachers semianr 

Meeting and exchange of information conflict in the middle east journalism

skills

4 sectors Garba Nina Anja Greg and Maya

25-28 Nov. 2004, Istanbul 

Positive. Achieved its objective a manual will be produced.

Name of activity

Purpose of activity

Participant

Place and Date

Feedback

Name of activity

Purpose of activity

Participant

Place and Date

Feedback

Name of activity

Purpose of activity

Participant

Place and Date

Feedback

Name of activity

Purpose of activity

Participant

Place and Date

Feedback

Name of activity

Purpose of activity

Participant

Place and Date

Feedback

Name of activity

Purpose of activity

Participant

Place and Date

Feedback

Name of activity

Purpose of activity

Participant

Place and Date

Feedback
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CB - PALESTINE 10 British Embassy 02 Dec 04 receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 UNRWA 02 Dec. 04 receptionist positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 UNICIF 02 Dec. 04 receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 5 American Embassy 02 Dec. 04 By Mail positive

CB - PALESTINE 05 Japanese Embassy 02 Dec.  04 By Mail positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 Gaza Area 01 Dec. 04 Nasser Barakat Positive 

CB - PALESTINE 100 Jerusalem American School 17 Nov.  04 Mr. John positive

CB - PALESTINE 100 Jerusalem Municipality Library  02 Dec. 04 Receptionist positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Goddies Fast food Restaurant 03 Dec. 04 Kamal Ebedat positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Schmidt's School  02 Dec. 04 Muna Jahshan positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Nave Shalom school 01 Dec.04 Reem Nashef Positive / new

CB - PALESTINE 50 Jerusalem Hotel    02 Dec. 04 Receptionist Positive/ new 

CB - PALESTINE 50 Frere School, New Gate 02 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 St Joseph School,Old City 02 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 30 Da La Sal Club, Frere Old city Jerusalem 02 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Terra Santa School 17 Nov.  04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Mar Mitry School 02 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 EU office 02 Dec. 04 Receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 100 St. George School 02 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 El Dorado's Coffee and internet 02 Dec. 04 Adli Izhiman Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Patisserie Suisse 02 Dec. 04 Teddi Hazou Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 French Cultural Center 02 Dec. 04 Receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 Swedish Consulate 02 Dec. 04 Receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 Turkish Consulate 02 Dec. 04 Maha Positive

CB - PALESTINE 30 British Council,Jerusalem 02 Dec. 04 Receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 YMCA  01 Dec. 04 receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 British Consulate 02  Dec. 04 secretary Positive

Distribution:
Distribution of the edition no. 24 was successfully done on time

we add new cultural centers and libraries. Also we have new
Restaurants and cultural centers in Ramallah and Bethlehem.

Crossing Borders distribution sheet 2003-2005
Edition no. 24– Jerusalem Area and Tel Aviv

Name of sector &
distributor(s)

No. of CB
edition &
copies

Names of schools Date of
delivery

Name &
signature
of recipi-
ent(s)

Feedback/
remarks
on the
edition

Crossing Borders distribution sheet
2003-2005
Edition No. 24Jerusalem / Tel Aviv and Gaza

Name of sector &
distributor(s)

No. of CB
edition &
copies

Names of schools Date of
delivery

Name & sig-
nature of
recipient(s)

Feedback/
remarks on
the edition
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CB-PALESTINE 20 Finn Representative office Ramallah 03 Dec. 04 Lubna Positive

CB - PALESTINE 10 Danish Representative office Ramallah 03 Dec. 04 Sylvia positive

CB - PALESTINE 10 Danish Embassy, Tel Aviv 03 Dec. 04 Receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 South African Rep. Office, Ramallah 03 Dec. 04 Secretary  positive

CB - PALESTINE 20 Netherlands Rep. Office, Ramallah 03 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive 

CB - PALESTINE 20 UNESCO, Ramallah 03 Dec. 04 Receptionist positive

CB - PALESTINE 30 Skippy Restaurant 03 Dec. 04 Receptionist Positive

CB - PALESTINE 100 Friends School 03 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Catholic School 03 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 30 Plazza Moll 09 Sep. 04 Nazeer Ansari Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 St. Joseph School  03 Dec. 04 Receptionist  Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Dar Alnadwa 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Talita Kumi School 01 Dec. 04 Mary sansour/secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Latin School 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Dar Al Kalima 01 Dec. 04 Secretary positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Bethlehem Peace Center 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 100 BethlehemUniversity 01 Dec. 04 Secretary - Library Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Swedish School 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Terra Santa 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Jerusalem School – Beit Jala 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Beit Sahour Catholic School 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

CB - PALESTINE 50 Frere School 01 Dec. 04 Secretary Positive

Crossing Borders distribution sheet
2003-2005 – 
Edition no. 24 Bethlehem Area

Name of sector &
distributor(s)

No. of CB
edition &
copies

Names of schools Date of
delivery

Name & signature of
recipient(s)

Feedback/
remarks on
the edition

Crossing Borders distribution sheet
2003-2005 – 
Edition no. 24 Ramallah Area

Name of sector &
distributor(s)

No. of CB
edition &
copies

Names of schools Date of
delivery

Name & sig-
nature of
recipient(s)

Feedback/
remarks on
the edition



JORDANIAN

Narrative report submitted by Khaled Shorman
September, October and November 2004

Introduction:
This is an update on the status of CB in Jordan during the period September to November, 2004 in terms of

what CB/Jordan did and other related issues.
During this period the project reached new areas and distributed the magazine to new readers. It also

organized extra meetings with new supporters from Jordan and Europe and the USA. 
CB/Jordan also produced editions of the magazine, assisted in organizing students and teachers seminars

in Turkey.
The following are details on these and other aspects of CB in Jordan.

Achievements:-
a. New editions of the magazine:

Two new editions were produced and printed during this period: CB 23 and 24. CB 23 was produced in
Denmark as part of the activities of the journalism course but was printed in Jerusalem and distributed early
September. CB 24 was produced, printed and distributed in November.

Both editions had new elements been added and improved compared to previous ones. The Denmark
course edition has always maintained quality excellence because tens of young journalists work on it during
the course. CB 24 also carried new elements like a drawings competition in which a number of very meaning-
ful illustrations were drawn by CB ‘artists’.
b. Regional seminars:

In November, two seminars were organized: one for students, 18-21, and one for teachers, 25-28. 
The students' seminar was a follow up to participants of Denmark journalism course in August, 2004 and

brought most of the course participants together for a three-day seminar to work on issues related to media
and conflict. The meeting was evaluated by Jordanians as fruitful though it was short. 

The teachers' seminar was the second for the group who met in March this year and teachers also updated
each other on achievements in their respective schools and developments related to CB in each of the four
sectors. Feedback from Jordanians teachers was very positive and highly useful. The seminar also discussed
future steps and continuity of activities. One of these is the production next year of a manual on how to use
CB magazine in classroom produced by 25 teachers of English who will meet early next year to work on it as
part of the two seminars to be organized for this purpose. 
c. Networking and Promotion:-

I. Regional/International:-
- International conference on youth employment. CB got promoted and distributed in an international con-

ference (Youth Employment Summit) which was organized in Mexico in October and was attended by about
1000 youth activists from more than 150 countries.

II. National:-
This period witnessed numerous activities related to CB and widened the range of new supporters and net-

works. 
In September, CB-Jordan took part in a regional meeting for Jordan Education Initiative which is a project to

modernize and computerize education in Jordan with the help of international organization like the World
Bank and the World Economic Forum. 

We have also organized meetings with American students studying Arabic Language and culture in Jordan
and were briefed on CB and showed high interest in the project and its achievements. 

CB has been working with one of the Peace Corps volunteers to promote the project in Salt, a city near
Amman and its villages. The volunteer teaches English and works with youth in Salt and its neighbouring vil-
lages. She has been using the magazine in her classes on a regular basis and has encouraged her students to
write in it.

We have also continued to work with Seeds of Peace and distribute the magazine to their students. We
have also developed ideas to start teaching English for 7th and 8th grade students from remote villages and
small communities to prepare them when they become 15 and 16 to join our project. We hope to start the
project soon and we think it will be a qualitative development in our work.

d. Uni-national meetings.
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Meetings for CB members in Jordan continued during this period and one of the
veterans became an assistant for the project. A follow-up meeting was organized
early September to review and assess the Denmark course. The meeting was attend-
ed by the Jordanians who attended the course and they spoke and evaluated all
issues and lessons related to the course.

From September through to the end of November, meetings continued for CB
members and for new ones who joined and were introduced to the project by veter-
ans and project staff members.

The meetings were held mostly in Amman but also in Irbid in the north, Salt and
Madaba in the centre, and the South.

Partners/HQ: Cooperation among the project's partners:
The period witnessed improvement in working relations among the project part-

ners. The joining of a new Israeli coordinator who knows the project before and
worked previously with the Jordanian coordinator was a positive development. Other
colleagues in the Palestinian and Arab-Israeli sectors have also been quite coopera-
tive and the teamwork spirit has dominated our work in CB. 

IPC has maintained close contact and consultation with us on current and future
issues of the project. The meetings in Turkey in November provided partners with the
chance to discuss various issues of the project.  

Distribution:
Distribution continued to grow during this period with new individuals, organiza-

tions and youth centres joining the distribution list. The magazine was distributed to
participants in all activities Masar had taken part in during this period including
international gatherings. The magazine also reached new people in Jordan.  

The distribution list is attached to this report

Difficulties:
The political situation has been the main difficulty for the project over the past

months and years. Such difficulties would be represented in visa problems, anti-
peace sentiments growing on both sides because of growing frustration as a result of
achieving no progress in the peace process. 

Politics would also be present in meetings and create tension among participants
since the come from difficult living conditions. 

There are also financial problems related to lack of money for uni-national meet-
ings. More of such meetings are needed to work with CB members in each sector
besides working with the four together.

Conclusion:
Despite the ongoing political hardships and developments, CB-Jordan managed to

add and build on its achievements. We organized meetings, recruited new members,
and distributed the magazine to new organizations and individuals.  

We hope that 2005 would witness new positive political developments would ease
the tensions and make our work a bit easier and more flexible. 

KS 15/12/2004
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Palestinian Schools Jordanian Schools

Frere School , New Gate Baptist School
St Joseph School, Old City New English Schools
Da La Sal Club – Frere Old city Jerusalem Books@Cafe
Terra Santa School American Center
Mar Mitry School Modern American Schools
EU office Arab Youth Forum
St. George School Jubilee School
El Dorado's Coffee and internet National Orthodox School
Patisserie Suisse PBWRC Centre
French Cultural Center Friedrich Eibert Foundation
Swedish Consulate Rosary School
Turkish Consulate Danish Consulate
British Council
Jerusalem Madaba Young Women Centre
YMCA  Local youth organisations, NGOs, Sports and entertainment centres in

Jordan (about 50)
British Consulate YWCA , Jordan, Young Women Christian Association
British Embassy About 50 Regional, European and US NGOs and youth organisations
UNRWA

Democracy seminars in Aqaba
UNICIF Arava Institute for environmental studies/international students
American Embassy 30 Applicants to environmental studies/Jordan
Japanese Embassy Amideast international students
Gaza Area Aqaba Rosary and a public school
Jerusalem American School Public school in Irbid
Jerusalem Municipality Library  SIT
Goddies Fast food Restaurant International youth conference in Mexico
Schmidt's School  Mecca Mall, libraries and youth entertainment centres
Nave Shalom school Seeds of Peace’ students
Jerusalem Hotel    Sukainah Bint Al-Hussein public school
Dar Alnadwa Young Women Center in Salt
Talita Kumi School
Latin School 
Dar Al Kalima
Bethlehem Peace Center 
Bethlehem
University 
Swedish School
Terra Santa
Jerusalem School – Beit Jala
Beit Sahour Catholic School
Frere  School 
Finn Representative office  Ramallah
Danish Representative office Ramallah

In conclusion we are pleased to
say that all the activities have
been implemented according to
plan and in some cases beyond
our expectations. Furthermore
several activities such as the one
week Berlin Seminar, the two
reunion meetings respectively for
the youth and the teachers in
Jerusalem were implemented
above what was planned. The
other extra activities that were

implemented were the exchange
visits between Israeli and
Jordanian teachers and students
across Eilat and Aqaba. 

The Summer Course in Denmark
also included a special CB-day in
Copenhagen with exhibitions, pub-
lic debate and a concert with an
Algerian guest singer. 

All in all we feel that Crossing
Borders has developed and grown
into an NGO and thereby extend-

ing its cooperation with other
NGO’s and networks. Our intention
is to build on the experiences and
the lessons learned from the past
year. We will continue applying
what has worked well and improv-
ing the areas that need to be
improved. The plan is to extend
both the youth and the teachers’
programmes, and develop a par-
ents’ programme to create synergy
between the three programmes.  

CONCLUSION

Crossing Borders distribution list 2004
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Israeli Schools Arab Israeli schools

Adam Institute El- Razi,
Afula/Hatzor/Ma’alot High School Ymma, Agricultural High School
Alon High School Amal Vocational
Amal Bet School Taibi Highschool
Amal Center (75 schools) Tiri High School
American International School Kfar Kassem High School,
Ami Assaf High School Ramleh Comp,
AMIT Gush Dan School Abu- Sina 
Bar Ilan University Terra Santa
Bialik School Arab Orthodox High School 
Bialik High School Tel- Aviv Jaffa Municipal
Boyer High School Tel –Aviv Jaffa Terra Sant
Boyer School Iksal Comp
Brenner High School Ibillin Comp 
Carmel Coast High School Mar Alias 
Denmark High School Bihni Comp, 
Education House Bir -al Maksour
Eldad High School Basmmat Tboun
Ephraim Katzir Buinii- Nujidatt 
Evelina de Rothschild High School Birunni Comp,
Experimental High School Golden Mouth
Galili High School Daburieh
Gedera Regional School Der al –Assad
Gilo Comprehensive School Der Hanna
Givat Haviva Seminar Alsalam Comp.
Goni Tzur (Bnai Avraham) Amal Zarzir,
Har Vagai Regional School Turan 
Harei Ephraim School Jaffa 
Hazorea School Kaboul
Henry Ronson School Yanni Com
Herzliya Gymnasia Kfar Cana,
Herzog High School Kfar Mnda Comp.
"Hugim" School Sagour Comp.
Kamon Notre Damme 
Megadim School Comp.Ort Ahva
MetroWest School Naha
Mevo’ot Irron Regional High School Ort Israel
Michal Tobin Don Bosque
Mikve Yisrael School The Anglican Christ,
Moor School Terra Santa
Municipal Comprehensive and high School Alef N’amat Tech.
Neve Shalom St. Joseph Sisters
New High School Francescan Sister
New High School Baptist
ORT schools ( 118 schools) Municipal Galilee
Ostrovsky High School Shakneen
Pelech High School Christian Galilee
Pisgat Ze’ev High School Illout Comp.
Ramot Municipal School Ein- Mahel Comp.
Reali High School Arrabeh Comp.
Realit Gymnasia Comp. Arabeh
Shaver High School Comp. Ram
Shazar Municipal School Agricultural Tech. High School,
Tel Aviv High School Latin Patriarch
The Comprehensive School Alef Comp. Rene
The Comprehensive School Bet Shibli Comp.
The Comprehensive School Dalet Sha’b Comp
The Comprehensive School Gimmel Al- Osqufieh
The Comprehensive School Vav
Traditional School
West Emek School
Yerucham High School
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