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Introduction
It is with great pleasure that we present this year’s Annual Activity Report for
Crossing Borders (CB). The report covers the core CB activities in the period
from January 2012 through December 2012.
Thus, the report consists of an overview of all the projects and other activities
that CB developed and implemented in 2012. Each project is briefly described.
The report concludes with a presentation of CB activity plan for 2013.
In this connection, we would like to thank all CB staff, board, friends,
members, volunteers and participants for their support and engagement
throughout the year. In pursuit of creating space for dialogue and empowering
youth and educators, we look forward to many new and exciting projects and
activities the coming year and beyond.

Global Studies Spring & Fall 2012

In the Spring 21 students from Japan, the Maldives, Egypt, Jordan, Nepal,
Mexico, Kenya, Morocco, Hungary, Lithuania, Canada, the Czech Republic, Cote
D’Ivoire, and Iran

successfully completed the 22 week Crossing Borders

Global Studies at Krogerup Højskole. The course consisted of the following key
modules: global institutions, environment/climate, media, conflict and active
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global citizenship. Their weeks were filled with projects, presentations and
discussions, as well as a 2-week study tour across Denmark to visit Eco
villages and other sites of interest dealing with sustainability and awareness of
the impact of human impact on and responsibility for the protection of the
environment.

The Fall 2012 CB Global Studies participants were even more diverse than the
spring students. The students came from countries as diverse as: Nepal,
Morocco, the US, Canada, Denmark, Hungary, Uganda, Kenya/Somalia, South
Korea, Lithuania, the Czech Republic and Vietnam. As this semester was a
special one with Garba travelling around the world on sabbatical, three
teachers covered the Global Studies course, namely Ragna Skoeien as the
main course coordinator, Mai Rasmussen and Leah Strauss.

For the two-week study trip, called “Sustainable Denmark 2012”, the global
studies students went to places like Hallingelille Ecovillage in Ringsted, Aerø,
Århus, Friland ecovillage and Samsø. On the trip, they had the chance to see
firsthand several sustainable initiatives across Denmark, which included: going
inside a windmill; looking at solar heating systems; and doing hands-on work
in ecovillages, such as harvesting onions, and cycling around Samsø from
north to south. In the evenings, the students prepared food together from
their respective home countries, a special intercultural aspect of the trip
together. The weather in Denmark can be quite cold in October, but the most
hard-core of the students even swam in the ocean outside Samsø!
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Students from both semesters were also were involved in school visits to
Danish high schools, described later in this report.
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Strategy paper
Crossing Borders began the year with the launching of a new strategy paper to
reflect on what we have been doing for the last 12 years and to try to
concentrate our activities in three regions over the next 5 years. The aim of
the strategy paper is to build on the lessons learnt on the ground and to guide
us in our work in the most effective way. The paper is available on request.

School Visits
As part of building up and strengthening CB network of Danish high schools,
we organized regular visits to high schools. For the school visits, CB Global
Studies students conduct an engaging and highly-interactive workshop,
designed to open up the world to young Danes. There are a variety of
workshops to choose from, all of which encourage dialogue across cultures,
creativity, self-expression, and active global citizenship.
This year we have had visits to Borupgaard, Virum, Rungsted, Øregaard,
Risskov and Slagelse high schools.
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As an example, on September 27th Rungsted high school hosted its annual
Global Camp Day in cooperation with Risskov and Slagelse high schools.
Students and volunteers from Crossing Borders Global Studies were invited to
open the event with a creative and fun workshop for 85 students. They ‘broke
the ice’ with singing and dancing. Next came the roleplay game ‘Can I Come
in?’, where students learned what it’s like to be an asylum seeker. Each of the
80+ Danish high students were assigned different roles in this simulation
refugee camp, and students had the chance to experience the ordeal, fear and
that refugees feel, to face the dilemma that border agency workers have, and
to be journalists struggling to get the most accurate story. The workshop
finished with a discussion led by Crossing Borders Global Studies students Kati
from Hungary and Jennybe from South Korea.
Other popular workshops include the themes of volunteering and the
Millennium Development Goals, while teachers can also request specific Global
Studies students to talk about their home countries and experiences.
We hope to continue growing the network of high schools and teachers to
strengthen the synergies between Danish high schools and Crossing Borders.

Climate Ambassadors
Krogerup Training Conference
On the 26th March – 6th April, 2012 Crossing Borders organized a 12 day
international training course at Krogerup Højskole. The course was part of the
of

the CB DEMENA Youth Climate Ambassador project in partnership with

CONCITO in Denmark, Wadi Environmental Science Centre in Egypt and Masar
Center in Jordan. The 25 participants from Egypt, Jordan and Denmark
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received interactive training in climate knowledge, innovation and campaign
tools while living, learning and co-creating together in the context of Krogerup
Højskole to take part. As such the course idea was also to support a
constructive dialogue between the youth of Denmark and the MENA-region on
the basis of our common challenge of climate change, building on last year’s
similar course, in which young people were educated to become international
climate ambassadors from the three countries.

The

participants

were

enthusiastic

and

presented

the

biggest

climate

challenges and possible solutions in their respective countries. Throughout the
course they evolved new, concrete and innovative ideas and projects of how to
face these issues through active citizenship, network building and cooperation
across borders. For example ideas were evolved on making a business of
recycling and waste management in Cairo, or how to promote biking in Cairo
and even starting educational programmes on sustainable development in
Amman.
In the end they were as international climate ambassadors equipped with
campaign skills, innovating knowledge and a great youth online network on
Facebook, all of which should enable them to translate their ideas into practical
projects in their home countries.
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Politiken’s Opinion Editor Christoffer Emil Bruun and chaired by CB director
Garba Diallo. The event concluded with a reception for interaction and
networking.

Climate Ambassadors to Jordan
Two Danish Climate Ambassadors travelled to Jordan in May, June and July
2012 for an internship at the Masar Center in Jordan.
At the Masar Centre, CB’s partner organization, the two climate ambassadors
from Denmark helped develop the programme for the training workshops,
campaigns and innovation cup in Jordan. Participation in developing and
implementing project activities provided the two interns with learning and
training opportunity. Being part of planning the processes involved in making
these projects a success.
Climate Ambassadors also had the chance to visit noteworthy spots around
Amman and discussed issues facing the capital, including pollution, water
scarcity, to religious and cultural differences and just sharing stories from our
lives. They learned about the plight of the Palestinian refugees in the country.
They also visited the City Hall, the city’s largest mosque and even partook in a
wedding celebration. As part of the Arab Danish dialogue, participants took in
various cultural and visited key cultural sites around the country.

Copenhagen Workshop
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On the 29th of June CB held a one day workshop at the World Cultural Center for 20
Danish Climate Ambassadors. The new group of Danish climate ambassadors received
training in the climate challenges and solutions and using campaign tools to tackle
climate issues.

The famous the Danish Canadian author of Occupy World Street D. Ross
Jackson was invited as keynote speaker to present the roadmap outline in his
book for global sustainability. The workshop was organized in cooperation with
CONCITO and coordinated by previous Climate ambassadors.

2 Innovation Cups in 13th September in Jordan and 17th
November in Cairo
Emilie Zimmermann from the 2012 Danish climate ambassador group took part
in the development and implementation of the innovation cup in Jordan. The
innovation cup in Egypt took place in Cairo on 17 November. CB was
represented by Camilla Englyst, CB project coordinator, and Stefen Stratten,
CB online media trainer. At the innovation cup, the project is showcased to the
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public, during which the climate ambassador’s innovative ideas were presented
and best ideas were selected for seeds funding through the project.

Taste the World in Copenhagen 1-2 Sept 2012

The CB volunteers and global studies students organized a well visited stand
for Crossing Borders at the annual global day organized by the Copenhagen
authorities. The CB group was led by our super active Mina Halabja. For the
event, the CB volunteers baked cakes, made tea and coffee to serve the many
visitors to the CB stand that was filled with CB materials and decorated with
warm CB colours. The event was an excellent occasion to bring out the CB
message to a bigger audience. Here is a link to the facebook group on the CB
stand:
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https://www.facebook.com/notifications#!/photo.php?fbid=101511828198600
20&set=o.297705610243033&type=1&theater

Voices of the Arab Spring Debate at
Politikens Hus
On 29 March, 2012, the scene was set and the panel had taken their places:
two Danish ministers: Martin Liedegaard, Minister for Climate, Energy and
Building and Christian Friis Bach, Minister for Development Cooperation; 3
young CB Climate Ambassadors had also come to tell their story from the Arab
Spring: Tayseer Khairy Ahmed, Rana Elmeligy from Egypt and Hashim Taani
from Jordan, with moderator Garba Diallo, Director of Crossing Borders.
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Martin Liedegaard applauded the young activists who went to the streets and
demanded their rights be heard under the revolution. Next, Minister Christian
Friis expressed how young people play a key role in society today. After these
introductory statements, the three young Climate Ambassadors spoke about
each others’ experiences, and told their individual story from the Arab Spring:
both the struggles and fights they had endured and the coming challenges for
the future of their country.
A young Bahraini man also wanted to create awareness of “the forgotten
revolution in Bahrain”. He voiced the frustration his people are experiencing in
the struggle to realize democracy in Bahrain, and pleaded to the people of
Denmark and the global media to take action and not forget Bahrain.
The event was a great success with many young people in attendance as well
as the wider community. We intend to continue such public debates in the
future with cooperation with Politikens Hus.

Role of the Media in the Arab Spring
Lecture
CB hosted a lecture with the above theme on the 28th of February, 2012. An
Al Jazeera reporter shared his experiences to a packed house at Krogerup.
Weaving his personal story with images of war, Laith shared his message of
the need to increase one's knowledge about people different from ourselves to
end war.

CB Voices of Youth, Ghana
14

YES Ghana Director Emmanuel Edudzie comes for a visit

CB partner YES Ghana has collaborated with us on two projects: Voices of
Youth and Youth for Good Governance. We held a small event to learn more
about the organization and the projects, as well as volunteering and exchange
needs and opportunities in Ghana on the 23rd of February. Emmanuel also
made a stop with the Global Studies students to discuss and give a
presentation on the Millennium Development Goals.

Social Media Training, May 21-24, 2012 in Accra

In May, Camilla and Steffen trained the Ghana youth in using the social media
for youth empowerment and advocacy. Held in Accra, the workshop provided
the participants an intensive training in media skills for writing and reporting
for print and online media. The participants applied their new skills in
producing online magazines, action blogging, pod casting, web development,
and be able to use Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and other social media
platforms for the sharing of their planned advocacy work. Please, see the link
to some of the videos
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=yBlejJN1qkw
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Peace building and Conflict Prevention Workshop in Tamale,
Ghana June 12-18-2012

From the 11th to the 14th of June, CB Director Garba Diallo visited Ghana for
the above mentioned workshop in the Voices of Youth project. During the
workshop, Ghanian youth discussed and analyzed concepts such as conflict
analysis, mediation, taking action, methods of engagement, among others.
Garba was also able to print professional standing banners for enhancing CB
visibility and to visit Ibrahim Ali, a Global studies alumnus whose profile is
featured later in this report.

Ghana: Voices of Youth Conference

The Voices of Youth 2012 conference ran from the 30th of October to the 1st of
November, launching the ‘Youth Manifesto’. The manifesto takes form as a
tool, for youth participation and advocacy, equipping youth with good
arguments, and promoting youth issues so that they are reflected powerfully
on the political agenda. Elections will be coming up in December. The youth
will this time be more coordinated and at the conference were discussing
exactly why a cohesive youth front is important in Ghana. For the first time the
youth are acting together, with a strong voice. They will make noise to get
attention - but they will do it in a qualified and constructive manner, based on
a new youth coalition and the youth manifesto. That is the difference the
project aims to see happening – all the while under the slogan “a new era of
youth participation for development in Ghana”.
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CB Project Coordinator Camilla was in Ghana, representing CB at the
conference. In December Garba and Camilla will be present at the elections, in
the Yes Ghana Youth Relay Centre, where, again, young people will be forming
the Voices of Youth.

Learning space
In July, Crossing Borders hosted the training course "Learning Space" at
Krogerup College. The EU-funded project aimed at giving NGO-workers
improved skills in learning, and creating a space for effective learning.
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The participants included 24 active people coming from all over Europe. They
spent 8 days in Copenhagen and at Krogerup and did everything from project
planning, teambuilding activities and group work to swimming in the Danish
sea!
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Discover the World with Garba

In connection with his sabbatical leave, Garba has been travelling around the
world! On his study tour, concentrating on the BRICS countries (the emerging
economies), Garba has visited: India, China, Japan, Tanzania, South Africa and
Brazil. Along the way he has met a lot of interesting people –including former
students and colleagues and longtime friends— and collected a lot of great
stories and impressions to share with future CB Global Studies students. He
also did a lot of networking with CB partner organizations, building on
partnerships and creating new synergies.
Starting with India, highlights included a one-week stay and presentations at
the

Earth

University

in

Dehradun,

India

(navdanya.org),

a

visit

and
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presentation at the Centre for Environmental Excellence in Ahmedabad, India
(ceeindia.org) and a visit to Gandhi’s Ashram in Ahmedabad. In China he
visited and lectured at the centre for legal assistance to pollution victims
(clapv.org), located at the political science university in Beijing. He then
travelled to Japan and gave 8 workshops and sessions at Keimei Gakuen
International School in Tokyo (keimei.org), along with a workshop at the
centre for future in Tokyo, two workshops at the community centre in Kyoto
and a lecture at Tachibana University in Kyoto. The time in Tanzania he
invested in visits and interactions with principals and students at a Danish Folk
Hoejskole in Zanzibar, Tanzania. Galba’s visit to South Africa was about
meeting and discussions with friends in Johannesburg and Soweto and
Pretoria. His next was stop was Brazil. Here he scheduled a workshop at the
teacher’s club in Porto Alegre, two lectures at two universities in Porto Alegre,
Brazil and a visit to friends in Caxias, Brazil.

Garba has written and will write more on the trips and publish the outcomes in
the form of articles, videos and photos.

CB Success stories from CB Alumni
Young People without Borders build a bottle house

Kalifa Kanteh was a Global Studies student in 2010. After finishing his
education in Denmark he went back to Gambia with fresh ideas and founded
the community-based organization called “Young People without Borders”,
which aims to encourage youth to take an active part in their own
development. Their latest project involved a bottle house resource centre built
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from used plastic bottles. 1,920 bottles used for the unusual building were
collected from local households.

Community Radio for Yemeni youth

This project idea is being developed by CB fellow Wojoud Mejalli, who is dentist
and journalist with keen passion for youth activism and women’s rights in the
Arab world. Wojoud was born and educated in Yemen and from a young age
she dedicated her life to creating the idealistic world she believes in. Wojoud
received

the

Bjonson

Academy

Prize

for

Peace

Activists

(http://www.bjornsonakademiet.no). In the spring of 2011 Wojoud attended
the Global Studies programme at Krogerup College on a special grant from the
International Media Support in Denmark. Now Wojoud is working on setting up
a first of its kind community communal radio in Yemen through Crossing
Borders.

Youth for Change School in Kumasi, Ghana

Ali Ibrahim from Ghana was one of the international students who attended
Crossing Borders Global Studies at Krogerup College in autumn 2011. Crossing
Borders supported him with a partial scholarship and a return flight ticket to
Ghana. The course provided him with the knowledge and experience he
needed to continue the project on which he was working in Ghana. Ibrahim
established the NGO School ‘Youth for Change’ in 2009. Youth for Change
(YFC) is a registered, rural, non-profit childhood development center whose
core objective is providing quality education to both privileged and less
privileged children in grana. In addition, it also provides one nutritional meal
per day and the current enrolment exceeds 200.
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When asked about the project, Ibrahim said:
‘I am happy to report that, the meetings and the presentations I have made to
promote “Education for All” are yielding positive results. The program received
support from Rungsted Kyst Gymnasium and Virum School in the form of the
donation of educational materials (computers, books, etc.). In addition, we
have a couple of Danish volunteers helping with the project.
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Partner Seminars
Germany

Director Garba Diallo and Project Coordinator Leah Strauss set off to the
neighborhood of Kreuzberg to attend a Grundtvig Lifelong Learning seminar,
“European Intercultural Stimulation Course in Berlin,” from 22-28 January
2012. The seminar was held at the fault line between the former East and
West Berlin. Today Berlin has approximately 470,000 inhabitants of nonGerman

nationality

from

around

190

countries.

Participants

visited

a

Neighborhood Management project and the German Historic Museum to
discuss immigration in Germany, as well as creating digital storytelling video to
explore multiculturalism in Berlin and beyond.
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Jordan

From 12 to 20 October 2012 Amman was a meeting point for energetic, young
environmental activists and professionals. The event consisted of discussions
and informal lectures related to the issues of sustainable development,
reviving of traditional values and women’s rights. Participants spent 8 days
traveling and experiencing the fascinating culture and nature of Jordan. The
carefully prepared program included lectures, workshops and cultural activities
aiming to revive environmental values through training and knowledge
exchange.
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Holland

Intercultural understanding and acceptance of diversity were the focus of the
seminar “Youth and Social Media: new ways to social action” in Bant, Holland
from the 17-22 of September, 2012. Participants from Denmark, the
Netherlands and Austria came together to use blogging, videos and even
graffiti to express their views, get involved and promote greater awareness
about discrimination issues across Europe.

Cyprus

From the 13-22 July, 2012, CB members participated in a multilateral youth
exchange “Europe Triple Leaders,” to raise awareness of one's own identity
and culture and to cross borders to other traditions, languages and mentalities
by becoming involved actively with groups from other countries. This project
aimed to address prejudice in all kinds of situations.
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France
This “Articity: Art for Social Change” seminar focused on the inclusion of
marginalized groups through art. The seminar was held in Toulouse, France
from the 14th to 20th May 2012.

CB Magazine
In June 2012, CB published Vol. 12 Edition 41 of CB Magazine entitled “Voice
of Youth.” This issue focuses on youth activism in the area of climate change
and sustainability. Articles include: experiences and advice from CB Climate
Ambassadors from Denmark and the MENA region; the Politikens Hus “Voices
from the Arab Spring” debate; experiences from using the radio for social
action in Ghana; notes on peace in the Greater Horn of Africa; and the Global
Studies sustainable living study tour around Denmark.
Read the magazine here:
http://issuu.com/crossingborders/docs/magazine_june_2012

Upcoming projects
Overconsumption
Crossing

Borders

is

part

of

the

new

and

exciting

project

“From

Overconsumption to Solidarity”: a big international project supported by EU’s
EuropeAid. The project will start January 1st, 2013, and will continue for 36
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months. The

aims of the

project are

to

increase awareness, critical

understanding and competence of citizens in 8 European countries with regard
to

Europe’s

responsibility

for

the

social

and

ecological

impact

of

its

overconsumption on development in the Amazon region and sub-Saharan
Africa.

CB will thus take part in planning and implementing activities in Europe, South
America and Africa. The target groups include youth groups, teachers and the
media. CB will participate in making exhibitions, stands and research to
increase the awareness of the consequences of overconsumption.

Youth for Climate Action (pending)

The vision for this EU Youth in Action project is to see European youth take the
lead in addressing the challenges of climate change to develop active
citizenship in various national, regional and global issues of concern. The
project is a concrete attempt to provide the space, inspiration, latest
knowledge, skills and tools for the youth to raise awareness and to develop
leadership attitudes and professionalism in order to take part in the reforms
and initiate the changes they aspire to see in their societies.
The project aims to use the issue of climate change as an opportunity to
provide a platform for youth exchange and dialogue. This will provide the
youth advocates to undertake local actions and to become a resource for their
communities and societies. Partner countries include Italy, Hungary and
Luxembourg.
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Keep the Momentum (pending)

This project, funded by the EU Danish National Agency is an in-depth 10-day
training course where youth from the Euromed region will come together and
share experiences and learn more about youth in the Arab Spring, with a focus
on public speaking and new media. This training course will provide the space,
skills and knowledge to develop effective communications skills and tools so
that the youth can effectively communicate their experiences and will provide
the base for an open dialogue on the subjects such as lack of jobs and
marginalization.

The

participants

are

from

specially

selected

Euromed

countries, including Denmark in Scandinavia, Hungary from Central-Eastern
Europe, Poland in Central Europe, Malta in Southern Europe, Morocco in North
Africa, Tunisia in North Africa, Egypt in Northeastern Africa and Jordan in the
Middle East. Thus, the project targets countries with highly different social,
demographic, and cultural, political and economic backgrounds, with the aim of
creating a space where ideas and useful knowledge in promoting youth
engagement can unfold and cross-fertilize.
With the aim of developing a solid foundation on which the youth can explore
solutions to the most pressing current challenges facing youth in their
respective societies, the project partners wish to initiate a project with the
overall aim of enabling youth from the Euromed region to meet, share
experiences and better practices on youth participation while they receive
targeted

capacity-building

to

communicate

about

the

role

and

future

perspective of youth in the Arab Spring. This is expected to promote
intercultural dialogue, understanding and respect for diversity and create a
common ground for the establishment of a Euromed network of youth
representing eight countries from the Euromed to engage societies with highly
different cultural and economic capacities in cross-cultural cooperation and
understanding to foster youth inclusion.
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Youth First Horn of Africa (pending)

Together with new CB partner organization Havoyoco, Crossing Borders plans
to submit in the spring 2013 a project proposal to CISU (Civil Society in
Development) to help build the capacity of youth from the Horn of Africa.
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Arab Spring Conference

CB is preparing a special conference for Danish high school teachers on the
innovative and practical methods and tools to enhance teachers’ knowledge
and capacity to provide relevant and balanced knowledge and understanding of
the Arab world in the context of the Arab Spring. Crossing Borders is reaching
out to our schools and teacher network as well as partners in both Denmark
and the Middle East in the planning and development of the conference
concept. The conference is expected to bring together some 100 teachers in a
one day conference with a panel of experts from the Middle East and Denmark.
The outcome is expected to be a practical handbook and documentary film for
teachers.
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Plans for 2013
The preliminary plans for 2013 are:
 Continuing the Ghana Voices of Youth project and related
activities

 Launching the new Peace in the Horn of Africa project

 Launching the Keep the Momentum project

 Launching the Youth for Climate Action project

 Organizing the Arab Spring teachers’ Conference

 Strengthen our member base in DK and around the world

 Continue and intensify networking and advocacy for a better
world
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Conclusion
In conclusion, we would like to stress that Crossing Borders is ready to build
on the 12 experiences and lessons learnt from providing space for dialogue and
empowering capacity building skills for youth and educators where the needs
are most acute. Toward that end, Crossing Borders counts on the most vital
resources it has: the dedicated and competent CB staff and volunteers, the
board, members, supporters and partners. On this occasion, we would like to
express our grateful thanks to the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the EU,
UNESCO; and CISU for their generous funding. Without you none of our
accomplishments would have been possible.
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CONTACT
Crossing Borders
Krogerupvej 9
3050 Humlebæk
Denmark
Phone: +45 49213371
cb@crossingborder.org
www.crossingborders.dk
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