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Introduction
It is with pleasure that we submit the 2006 Annual report to Crossing Borders
(CB) partners and supporters. The report details the core activities of Crossing
Borders in the period between 1st January and 31st December 2006. The report
includes summary and daily narrative of Crossing Borders’ activities in
Palestine, Israel and Denmark.
For Crossing Borders, 2006 was special year of launching a new phase of
activities with both old and new partners. While the 2003-2005 phase was
being concluded, Crossing Borders developed two new projects and at the
same time consolidating the capacity building programme. The first project is
the “Dialogue among Teachers Programme” in cooperation with our long term
partners Givat Haviva and Peace and Democracy Forum plus the Finnish
Institute in the Middle East as a new partner. The programme is funded with
grants from the Anna Lindh Foundation, UNESCO Participation Programme and
the Finnish Institute in the Middle East. The second new programme is
“Crossing Borders Youth Living Cooperatively” which was developed in
cooperation with our Israeli, Palestinian and German partners at Dialogue Lab.
This programme is funded with grants from the Anna Lindh Foundation and
Hermod Lannung Foundation. In the meantime, Crossing Borders continued
developing and implementing the Capacity Building Programme for Danish,
German, Israeli and Palestinian university students. This programme is funded
by the EU youth Programme through the Danish National Agency Cirius. As
part of the development of the Crossing Borders programmes, a number of
networking activities have been undertaken. These activities included working
trips to Finland in February and participation in international forums in
Germany and Sweden as well as national forums in Denmark.

Summary of main Crossing Borders activities of 2006
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two day workshop for youth and teachers, Jerusalem, February
Ten day capacity building course, Elsinore, August
Three teachers workshops in Istanbul, September
Youth workshop in Jerusalem, October
Participation in the Euromed seminar “Correcting Images”, Munich,
December
Visit to and partnership with Finnish partner organisations
Publication and distribution of CB magazine
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Crossing Borders Youth Living Cooperatively 26-29
October 2006, Jerusalem
This workshop is the first of four workshop modules to be organised in
Jerusalem, Haifa and Nazareth by the Crossing Borders youth programme for
young people from Denmark, Germany, Israel and Palestine.
The four
modules are citizenship in a global world, understanding and managing
conflicts, demystifying the media and youth leadership.
The citizenship workshop was held at the New Imperial Hotel inside the old city
of Jerusalem. The aim of the workshop was to develop understanding of the
interdependency and overlapping between our own identities, citizenships and
that of our immediate neighbours as well as the world beyond in this age of
global integration.
The participants and their coordinators were a new group of 25 Euro-Meds
from Denmark, Israel, Palestine and Germany. The workshop was opened by
the first counsellor at the Danish Embassy in Tel Aviv and the co-directors of
the Israeli-Palestinian Research Center and Information (IPRCI), Mr. Hanna
Siniora and Gershon Baksin. There were also a Palestinian lecturer, Dr. Walid
Salem of the Panarama Center, and Mr. Arnon Rosmarin, Director of the Jewish
Arab Center for Peace at Givat Haviva.
In addition to the lectures, workshops and article writing, the programme of
the workshop included a tour of Jerusalem and its surroundings. Below is the
daily narrative report of the workshop.
The workshop was co-funded by Anna Lindh Foundation for Dialogue between
Cultures and the Danish Hermod Lannung Foundation.
For a detailed description of the workshop refer to the daily report article
below, written by the German coordinator of the workshop.

My Neighbours, My World and Myself
By Aline Rieder, dialogue lab, Germany
Thursday 26.10.2006
On Thursday morning, the Danish and German participants arrived in
Jerusalem. After checking in and getting settled in the New Imperial Hotel,
which is situated close to Jaffa Gate inside the old city of Jerusalem, the youth
went to visit the Museum of the Seam in the afternoon (http://www.
coexistence.art.museum/eng/Index.asp). The museum is concerned with
difficulties and possibilities of peaceful coexistence in pluralistic societies and
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offers a lot of interactive artistic materials that challenges the visitors to reflect
on their own attitudes and behaviour towards ‘the other‘. The Crossing Borders
participants from Europe were guided through the exhibition “Equal and Less
Equal” that attempts to raise the awareness and social sensitivity that is so
frequently dulled in us and elucidate questions relating to the labour relations
prevailing in our world.
Jazbo making presentation

Afterwards the participants went on a tour of the old
city where they got first impressions of what
coexistence means in this mulitcultural city where
many religions and cultures live side by side in a
small spot. After a short tour through the Muslim,
Jewish and Armenian quarter with glimpses of the
Wailing Wall, the Al Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of
the Rock, the participants arrived at the Christian
quarter where they had lunch on a roof top with a
great view over the old city.
Friday 27.10.2006
On Friday morning the rest of the group arrived. The
Danish, German, Israeli and Palestinian youth
gathered in the conference room where Mr. Allan
Pagh Christensen, Deputy Head of Mission and Counsellor from the Danish
Embassy in Tel Aviv, gave the opening remarks. In particular, he emphasized
the importance of civil society and young people for finding peaceful solutions
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Subsequently, Hanna Siniora from the IPCRI
(Israel/Palestine Center for Research and Information) gave welcome words.
As the previous speaker he stressed that the young people create the future.
Furthermore, he supported the establishment of Crossing Borders Clubs,
especially in the West Bank and in Gaza. Finally, Garba Diallo welcomed the
youth in the name of Crossing Borders and presented the seminar program.
After a short break, participants were asked to sit according to their names in
alphabetical order. In this new constellation they attentively participated in
Walid Salem‘s (Panorama Center) interactive lecture on ‘My neighbours, my
world and myself’. The group brainstormed on the expression ‘the other is me
and came to the conclusion that oneself is mainly defined by the existence of
other people. The young people furthermore thoroughly discussed the concept
of dialogue. They distinguished dialogue from reciprocal monologue or
competitive discussion.
In a next step, the participants were divided in four groups that worked on: 1)
conditions necessary for successful dialogue, 2) the process of dialogue, 3) the
outcome of dialogue and 4) self-experienced stories of successful dialogue. The
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results were presented in the plenary and greatly contributed to the following
discussions during the seminar.
Following, Arnon Rosmarin (Givat Haviva) ran a workshop on ‘miracle pills’.
Participants were divided into two groups, one consisting only of Palestinians
and Europeans, the other of Israelis and Europeans. Both were asked to
identify the worst diseases of their respective societies. Whereas the
Palestinian group focused on difficulties in the government, the Israelis
highlighted the problem of denying the conflict. In order to cure the diseases,
participants were asked to choose 3 pills from a list of 10 miracle pills.
Despite the different problems that had been unravelled before, both sides
chose the ‘hatred reducer‘, the ‘rational thinking developer’ and the ‘extremist
factors neutralizer‘ as the most appropriate cure for their national “diseases”.
Eventually, also the Danish and German participants were asked what the
national “diseases” in their societies are and which pills could help.
In the afternoon Garba Diallo gave an introduction to citizenship and identity.
In smaller groups, the youth reflected on what citizenship means to them and
how their citizenship overlaps with the rest of the world. During the
presentation the participants discussed whether citizenship can only be
understood in a technical way or whether it is also an important part of
identity. In the final step, the participants worked on ideas of expanding their
national empathy to the global sphere. They came up with different
suggestions, especially emphasizing the importance of education.
Full of new ideas and information, the participants had some free time to talk
and explore the old city in the late afternoon. In the evening, a final session
took place on writing articles for the next CB magazine. Garba Diallo gave
introduction lecture on the processes and different techniques of writing
journalistic articles. Then participants were instructed to apply what they learnt
in writing short stories and articles.

Saturday 28.10.2006
In the morning, Vera Maeder gave a workshop on building Crossing Borders
Clubs in the region. She presented what has been planned by CB veterans so
far and encouraged the participants to comment on these ideas. Furthermore,
the youth agreed on concrete actions that could be implemented without too
many efforts and resources in the weeks after the workshop. The Israeli and
Palestinian participants gathered and worked on how to run activities in the
youth clubs in the region. The Danish and German group reflected on how they
could activate youth in order to promote intercultural dialogue, especially
relating to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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In the late morning, the group went on a bus tour to East Jerusalem in order
to see the wall separating East Jerusalem from the West Bank. Especially
German participants were reminded of the Berlin Wall since neighbouring
houses are separated by it. The tour continued to Mount Olives where
participants had a great view over the old city. Afterwards, the bus went to the
Wailing Wall where the group started another tour through the old city.

Walid Salem in exchange Nimrod

In the afternoon, the workshop of the morning was followed up. Moreover,
participants had time to continue writing on their articles and profiles. In the
evening, the group enjoyed a special meal with everybody sitting at one long
table. On this occasion participants also gave feedback on the seminar. The
participants were very satisfied about what they learned and getting to know
new Crossing Borders members. In the late evening the Israeli and Palestinian
participants left.
Sunday 29.10.2006
Since the Danish and German participants stayed another day, they took the
chance to visit the Al Aqsa Mosque before travelling to Ramallah. Many of the
youth were impressed of how different life is in Jerusalem and Ramallah albeit
their proximity to one another. With all these new impressions in mind, the
Danish and German participants returned to Europe in the night.
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Dialogue among Teachers Workshop 14-17
September 2006, Istanbul
This workshop was part of a series of activities of the Crossing Borders
Dialogue among Teachers project. The aim of the project was to facilitate
dialogue, promote exchange and cooperation among a core group of Danish,
Finnish, Israeli and Palestinian teachers. The project was funded by the Anna
Lindh Foundation, UNESCO and the Finnish Institute in the Middle East.
As the first of four workshops, the Istanbul workshop focused on the concept,
methodologies and application of “Media in Education” as a framework for
dialogue and cooperation.
The participants of the workshop comprised 30 secondary school teachers and
university lecturers from Denmark, Finland, Israel and Palestine. Many of the
participants came from UNESCO Asp.net schools.
The theme of the workshop was media in education. The programme of the
workshop was a combination of introduction lectures, workshops and
presentations on media and education. The other activities of the workshop
included sharing experiences on using media in teaching, dealing with media
representations and biases as well as tour of Istanbul.
Refer to the article below for a detailed description of the workshop, written by
one of the participants for the Anna Lindh Foundation.

Experience from Crossing Borders Teachers Workshop
By Malene Friis, Denmark
The meeting held in Istanbul had a focus on culture, identity, nation, media in
education and journalism as a pedagogical tool. The participants were 30
teachers from different kinds of schools and education institutions in Jordan,
Israel, Palestine, Finland and Denmark.
Some of the participants from Israel and Palestine had met each other before
at previous seminars within Crossing Borders but it was the first time that
teachers from Finland and Denmark participated.
On Thursday, September the 14th, the teachers were introduced to each other
through different games. First they had to place themselves in a circle after
age, which called for a certain communication between the participants. Other
games were introduced such as people finding together in pairs of two, looking
intensely at each other for five minutes without speaking and then having to
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characterize the other person in writing. Another game was based on choosing
from a number of photos and illustrations lying on the floor a picture, which
the person felt could describe her or his identity. Afterward the participants
would explain to the whole group the reason for choosing that particular
picture.

Malene Friis making presentation

After dinner Camilla Vibe-Haastrup gave a short introduction to the notions of
culture, identity and nation. In groups of 5-6 people the participants had to
give their view of combining these three notions in order to create an ideal
nation. This resulted in an interesting discussion in the groups on the relation
between culture and nation and the future of the nation state as a whole.
The next morning Garba Diallo gave an introduction to the project ideas,
objectives, activities and expectations of CB. He also pointed out the
importance of discussing and relating to intercultural challenges in European
schools emphasizing that experiences from both the Middle East and Europe
should support each other in order to find new ways for dealing with these
challenges.
In the afternoon the teachers were divided into two groups. One group
participated in a session by Mari Maasilta on media in education using the
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Finnish Newspaper in School of the Finnish newspapers Association as an
example. The other group participated in a session on journalism as a
pedagogical tool by Soeren Soegaard.
These groups changed subjects the following afternoon. Mari Massilta’s
introduction gave opportunity to discuss how the teachers use media in their
education. It was very interesting for the teachers to exchange their different
experiences and to get new ideas. Soeren Soegaard’s aim was to help the
teachers improve the writing skills of their students especially relating to the
young writers of the CB magazine. Among other ideas he emphasized were the
importance of young writers writing about ‘the other’ rather than about them
selves. This idea could also be used by students writing about students across
country based on mutual interviews.
Saturday evening Garba Diallo introduced the Media Reader Passport Concept.
The idea of the Media Reader Passport Concept is to encourage students to
read, write and respond to media representations. The idea is that each
student gets a passport which works as a kind of diary of what they have read,
written and their reaction to what they read in the media. The teachers found
the idea interesting and could be developed to fit the age and needs of their
students. Afterwards there was a farewell dinner and party.
Sunday morning the 17th of September, the teachers worked in groups to
reflect on and evaluate the workshop as a basis for planning the upcoming
activities such as developing contacts between schools from the Middle East
and Europe. Many new ideas developed for the next workshop in Jerusalem in
March 2007 were collected.
Upon the departure at noon, it was obvious that new relationships based on
friendship and mutual experience had developed. It seemed as if everyone
already were looking forwards to seeing each other again in “the holy land”.
Malene Friss
Malene.friis@skolekom.dk
Avedoere gymnasium, Denmark
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Crossing Borders Capacity Building Course 14-24
August 2006
The aim of the course was to build the capacity of 25 youths between the ages
of 20-25 from Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Germany and Denmark. In spite of the
tense situation created by the war in Lebanon in the run-up to and during the
course, the objectives of training the participants in media capacity-building
were achieved. The course programme included formal sessions, workshops
and an internship day at various Danish and Swedish media outlets. The
highlights of the course were the Open Day for Dialogue on the 20th of August.
This special public event’s programme comprised workshops with Danish youth
and public, exhibitions, dances, music and panel dialogue of CB youth and
speakers from Israel, Palestine and Denmark. The day concluded with a gala
dinner and concert with the Middle East Peace Orchestra at Hotel Marienlyst on
the Elsinore seaside.
For details, follow the daily report of the course below.

CB youth at the Open Day for Dialogue August 2006
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Daily Report - Capacity Building Training Course
By Johannes Frische
Tuesday 15.08.2006
Since it was the first day for the group the training was started by icebreakers
and little games in order to get to know the other participants. First of all each
one told his name and his birthday, then everybody went outside and took part
in a little exercise called “Crossing the bridge” that combined acrobatics,
cooperation and dependence on the other person: people would have to walk
towards each other on a narrow stick and pass by each other without falling
off. This exercise led to some spectacular scenes worthy of taking photos.
Afterwards labels with the sweetest compliments one can imagine were put on
the foreheads of each person. The participants would then talk to each other
referring to the compliment for the other person without mentioning it itself.
The participants then ask each other questions about their lives with the idea
to write a letter to an alien planet presenting to its inhabitants the CrossingBorders-Group as special and as unique as it is. After reading out some of the
letters the participants worked in groups in order to define the objectives of
this training course, to pose critical questions and to stress essential skills and
qualities that are needed to implement the ideas of the course.
After lunch each group presented the most important outcomes and results of
its mutual work. In the discussion that followed the participants elaborated
ideas related to knowledge and why an increasing degree of knowledge does
not prevent conflicts from arising. Finally, the current state in the Middle East
was discussed in referring to the ongoing war between the Israeli government
and Hizbollah and the escalation of violence in Gaza. It turned out to be a
rather controversial debate with diverting standpoints.
After the discussion the participants were introduced by Greg Newbold to the
“wisdom of crowds”. Each participant had to guess a number between 0 and
100 earlier in the morning. By getting to see the statistical results of this poll it
became clear that the average number guessed by the entire group was closer
to the fixed number than most of the guesses by individuals. It was concluded
that one shouldn’t trust expert knowledge but try to reach as many divers
sources of information as possible to build an opinion.
Wednesday 16.08.2006
The day started with a lecture given by Runa Midtvåg about the basics of
coaching. First of all the participants learned how a coach is not supposed to
treat the focus person who wants to be coached: giving advice by only relating
to one’s own experiences and successes. The fundamental ideas of coaching
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were then practised with one of the participants who agreed to be the focus
person and the others tried to coach him.
Afterwards the participants were divided into pairs and entered two circles
which had been designed on the floor. The circle contained one word in the
center (love and money) and different aspects related to this word which
surrounded it (joys, barriers, frustration, hard work etc.). The pairs then went
into the circle and one person would coach the other concerning to the words
on the floor. In the last exercise of coaching the participants worked in groups
of four or five persons. One person would coach the other and the others
listened in order to evaluate the coach afterwards.
In the afternoon Greg Newbold gave a lecture about essential journalism skills.
The participants were then sent outside to the city of Elsinore and asked
people in the streets this question: In the current situation in the Middle East
would you prefer to be an Israeli or a Palestinian citizen? By writing an article
about the answers to this question the participants could train their writing
skills.
In the evening there was a mini-communication and presentation bazaar
where the CB participants talked to the IPC students about the ideas of
Crossing Borders and dialogue in the Middle East.
Picture below: cooperative games

Thursday 17.08.2006
On this day the participants had an experience of
Danish media. They were placed in different
selected Danish media outlets, where they had
the opportunity to see how they functioned and
interview the journalists. Some also gave
interviews that will be published in newspaper
articles. The media outlets that were chosen
consisted of seven newspapers (Politiken,
Information, Berlingske, Urban, Slotsbyerne,
Helsingør Dagblad and the Swedish Helsingborg
Dagblatt). In addition, two other groups spoke
with the Foreign Ministry and the Democratic
Muslims, an organisation that tries to establish a
dialogue between Danes and Muslim immigrants
in Denmark.
After this visit the youth were supposed to write
joint articles for the Crossing Borders about what they had experienced. The
afternoon and the evening were given free so that everybody had the chance
to see Copenhagen or other places in Denmark.
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Friday 18.08.2006
In the morning the youth learned about basic communication skills. Garba
Diallo showed pictures with different animals which explained in a metaphorical
way the main mistakes in communication. Afterwards, there was a meeting
with a group of Danish and Israeli students who were having a school
exchange.
In the afternoon the students learned about the essentials of facilitation and
project development. Later on, they were given the task to develop a plan of
implementation for the Soccer World Cup which was supposed to take place
2008 in Israel and Palestine. The youth worked in small groups and each one
presented its plan which was then evaluated by a jury in terms of being
feasible, innovative and thought through. In the evening there were informal
activities with the IPC students.
Saturday 19.08.2006
In the morning the two students from the German Consultancy Group Instead
taught the participants about basic presentation skills. This included structure
of the presentation, linguistic means, body language, gestures, intonation,
visualization, technical tools. The lecture was started by a little presentation in
which each person presented herself or himself. During the lecture little
exercises were carried out, especially in order to practise intonation.
After this lecture the participants were given 45 minutes to prepare a
presentation about a given topic. The topic was that each participant should be
a particular cheese and had to convince the audience to be the only cheese
worth to be eaten. When the preparation time was over the students gave
their very different presentations which were recorded on video tape.
Afterwards, the presentations were watched, analysed and evaluated. In the
late afternoon preparations were made for the Open day on Sunday.
Sunday 20.08.2006
In the morning everybody was busy with preparations for the Open Day. The
different groups from Jordan, Israel and Palestine prepared their stands with
oriental food and cultural things to sell.
At 12:00 am the first guests arrived and workshops took place in which CB
participants presented the ideas of Crossing Borders to them and discussed
different issues of the conflict in the Middle East. The Jordanians performed a
wedding celebration with traditional songs and dancing.
At 14:00 a presentation about Crossing Borders and its ideas, aims, projects
etc. was shown on a large screen. Afterwards, the panel discussion took place.
The participants were the Palestinian journalist Saman Khoury, the former
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Israeli parliament member Mossi Raz, and the head of the Cultural Center in
Denmark Olaf Hansen and, from the Crossing Borders group, Eitamar, Shiran
and Rania. Each on gave a short speech which was followed by a debate based
on questions from the audience. After the panel discussion the Middle Eastern
Orchestra gave a little sample by playing a few songs.
In the evening there was a dinner buffet at Hotel Marienlyst in Helsingore.
When the dinner was over the Middle Eastern Orchestra supported by the
rapper Zaki Yussef gave its main concert.
21.06.2006
After a long Sunday with the events of the Open Day everybody was free until
lunchtime. After lunch the outcomes of the Open Day were evaluated. Garba
Diallo then continued his lecture about the basics of facilitation and project
development. The role of the civil society in relation to state and market were
discussed and important principles of how a NGO should function were
introduced. The importance of combining activism in the sense of being
convinced by the idea of a certain project and carrying it out in a professional
way was stressed.
By using two examples (Global Warming and the war in Lebanon) the group
practised to figure out causes and effects of a given problem and tried to
develop strategies to solve it. In the late afternoon and in the evening the CB
participants continued their group work in order to develop a project proposal
for Soccer World Cup in Israel and Palestine in 2008. In addition the youth
were supposed to work on their articles for the Crossing Borders Magazine.
22.08.2006
In the morning Garba Diallo gave a final lecture on project development. After
the lecture the participants were given time to finish their articles for the
Crossing Borders Magazine and to work out their project proposals.
At 4:00 pm the movie “October Cry” was shown and afterwards discussed with
particular reference to the role of Arab Israelis in Israeli society and their
identity struggle with neither belonging fully to Israeli or Palestinian society.
The late afternoon was also reserved to working out projects proposals and
writing articles. In the evening documentary “Promises” was shown.
23.08.2006
In the morning the participants were given two hours to finalize their project
proposals. All the groups were then supposed to present their ideas to a jury
which evaluated the proposals in terms of originality, structure and feasibility.
In addition, the way of presenting the project was evaluated as well. The jury
gave a certain ranking to each group. In the afternoon, the articles for the
magazine were finished and the farewell party was prepared.
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Jerusalem workshop 3-4 February 2006
The Jerusalem workshop was organised and sponsored by the Palestinian
partner organisation Peace and Democracy Forum, Palestinian Sector. The aim
of the workshop was to enable Crossing Borders youth and teachers to meet
and exchange ideas and learn about the nature and implications of the
Palestinian general elections that brought Hamas to power for the first time.
The participants comprised 30 Palestinian and Israeli youth as well as their
teachers. The workshop was initiated and coordinated by the Palestinian
coordinator in cooperation with her Israeli colleague. Although the workshop
took place at the height of the protests against the satirical drawings of the
Prophet Muhammed that were published by the Danish newspaper Jyllands
Posten, the discussions maintained a focus on the political development in the
region and what civil society could contribute to dialogue.
Held inside the old city of Jerusalem in the new Imperial hotel, the programme
of the workshop included a lecture by Dr. Walid Salem of the Panorama
Center, as well as workshops, social interaction, article writing and a tour of
old city.

Leila Kassim warming up at the Teachers Workshop in Istanbul, September 2006
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Conclusive Remarks
As the annual report testifies, 2006 has been both an active and positive year
for Crossing Borders. The two-year Youth Programme funded by the EU was
concluded successfully. The same goes for the Teachers’ Programme that was
funded by the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UNESCO and the US Embassy
in Tel Aviv. But 2006 was also a year for new beginnings, as two new
programmes were launched with funding from the Anna Lindh Foundation. The
first one is the Dialogue among Teachers Programme with Crossing Borders’
long-standing partners from Palestine and Israel as well as a new partner
organisation from Finland. The second programme is the Youth Living
Cooperatively Project which was launched in conjunction with Israeli,
Palestinian and German partners. At the same time, Crossing Borders
continued developing the Capacity Building Training Programme for university
students from the above mentioned partner countries. Finally and for the first
time ever, Crossing Borders participated actively in the Images of the Middle
East Festival in Denmark with an Open Day for Dialogue event and evening
concert in Elsinore.
Crossing Borders looks forward to building upon the experiences of 2006 and
improving the activities in store for 2007.
As a final remark, I would like to reiterate our deepest gratitude to all the
Crossing Borders supporters and partner organisations that helped make 2006
such a fruitful year of good results.

Thank you.

Garba Diallo
Director, Crossing Borders
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