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Executive Summary  
 
The Multiply SDG Youth Symposium was convened by Open Space Centre 
(http://www.openspaceyouth.org/) together with Crossing Boarders (a Danish based CSO, 
www.crossingborders.dk) and with support from CISU (www.cisu.dk). The symposium was 
the first of its kind to celebrate, showcase and mobilise youth voices on the Sustainable 
Development Goals at a national level. Convened at the UMA show grounds in Kampala, the 
event attracted over 120 participants during the two days (23rd and 24th April 2018), involving 
a multiplicity of stakeholders across age, social and economic strata as well as politics.  
 
Centrally, youth (13 – 24 years) constituted the majority of attendees, mainly drawn from 
secondary and tertiary education institutions and CSOs actively involved in the 
implementation, monitoring and promotion of the SDG agenda. Representatives from 
government ministries, departments and agencies, business players and development 
partners were also present to profile current undertakings towards achieving the SDGs. The 
event also attracted international delegates and speakers for strategic networking, sharing 
and reflections around emerging good practices in line with the main theme - “Delivering 
Together.  
 
The symposium’s main output was the setup of a structured Youth Panel on SDGs to act as a 
core youth referencing platform to engage government and other SDG actors to recognize 
and coagulate the role of youth in localizing the SDGs.  The Youth Panel on SDGs has an 
inaugural membership of 20 youth, males and females diversely drawn from civil society and 
political structures. The established Youth Expert Panel is envisioned to represent a national-
level youth expert group, working alongside government and national level partners to 
amplify youth voices on SDGs as well as engineer a localisation agenda centred around youth 
active involvement. 
 
Open Space was endorsed to play a coordinating and facilitating role, ensuring that the 
youth’s SDG knowledge is broadened, and individual members of the Youth SDG Panel have 
the research, analytical and expressive advocacy skills to influence public policy towards 
actualizing the SDG targets. Open Space will also lead efforts towards a comprehensive 
collection of data, analysis and reporting to highlight the current context of youth and the 
SDGs agenda.  
 
The Youth Expert Panel will be implemented via two main actions; first is quarterly rotational 
convening to share and reflect on SDGs processes and amplify their voices; second is to 
establish structured partnerships with key stakeholders such as the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Parliamentary Committee on SDGs, 2030 Agenda CSO Reference Group and the 
Uganda Coalition for Sustainable Development. The group will be capacitated to lead 
national-level youth inputs into on-going national and global SDG processes such as the 
Talanoa Dialogue 2018, the Paris Agreement and the consolidated National SDG Report. The 
Multiply SDGs Youth Symposium was endorsed as an annual event to showcase progress, 
highlight emerging challenges and generate new energies and momentum for SDG advocacy 
at the national level.  
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1. Introduction and Context 
 
Uganda is one of the countries that has ‘embraced the principles for sustainable 
development, namely; people, planet, prosperity, peace, and partnerships, to ensure that “No 
One is Left Behind”1. Through the Second National Development Plan (NDP II) 2014/15 – 
2019/20 and several other policy frameworks, Uganda has made significant attempts to 
localise the SDGs. However, its emerging that the ambitious and comprehensive nature of the 
2030 Agenda requires strengthening of the country’s national capacity on how best to steer 
inclusive development across time, sector, and regions of the country. The need to strengthen 
institutions; broaden financing mechanisms; bring on board the private sector, rally civil 
society, involve the citizens and other partners towards implementation cannot be over 
emphasized. 

According to UNDP, ‘perhaps the greatest opportunity; a real win - win will be achieved when 
young people take ownership of the SDGs and play their critical role2,’. If countries are to 
succeed in achieving the SDGs, leaving no one behind along the way, governments especially 
in developing countries like Uganda must ensure active and sustained engagement of young 
people in national-level planning, implementation, and monitoring. In other words, youth 
issues need to be mainstreamed at all levels of the SDGs agenda. While there is a concerted 
call for meeting the SDGs, whose success depends largely on the informed participation of all 
the stakeholders, young people in Uganda are not adequately reached, and thus not 
sufficiently involved in the debate about the SDGs.  

The convening of the Multiply SDGs Youth Symposium was intended to kick-start a formal 
process to have youth organised and engaged in ongoing SDG processes at both national and 
global levels. The two-day event featured high-level plenary sessions, presentations, 
discussions and debates to share and reflect on the current developments regarding the 
SDGs, showcase success so far and hear from youth practitioners actively engaged in SDGs 
monitoring, implementation and reporting. The event was convened to actualise three 
interrelated aims; 

 Mobilising and engaging all youth segments about the SDGs and related processes at the 
various levels  

 Mobilizing young people, their facilitators, and youth formations at large to participate in 
on-going interventions including monitoring of SDGs processes at all levels. And  

                                                           
1 Review Report on Uganda’s Readiness for the Implementation of Agenda 2030 (UNDP 2016). 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates/uganda  
2 
http://www.ug.undp.org/content/uganda/en/home/library/human_development/TheSustainableDevelopmen
tGoalsSDGs.html  
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 Constituting a Youth Expert Panel on SDGs as a national core youth reference group to 
lead youth efforts towards an active involvement with ongoing SDGs processes at all 
levels. 

2. Symposium Proceedings  
 

Session Highlights of the Discussions 
Introduction to the SDGs

 

This session introduced the concept of SDGs to the audience, 
highlighting the global processes and the national efforts to 
localize the SDGs.  The SDGs were presented as a global 
framework for change that can only be realised if diverse 
stakeholders get involved.  The session emphasized the need for 
a selected youth panel to emerge from the two-day’s 
proceedings to take forward the agreed-on actions from the 
symposium.  

Multiply SDGs Official Opening 
by Hon. Barnabas Tinkasimiire, 
Member of Parliament for 
Buyaga County and Member of 
the Parliamentary Forum on 
SDGs 
 

 

Hon. Barnabas commended Open Space for the initiative and 
made the following submission;  

 Parliament as a legislative and budget appropriation 
arm of government is committed to supporting the 
realisation of the SDG agenda. The Parliamentary Forum 
on SDGs is in place to ensure that MPs have their 
capacities enhanced to effectively participate in the 
implementation of the SDGS. 

 Once the Forum members are capacitated, then they 
will conduct outreaches to their constituencies to 
mobilise them and enhance their knowledge about and 
ownership of the objectives and purpose of the agenda.  

 Open Space and other CSOs working on SDGs should 
work with parliament to ensure that government is 
localising the SDGs and allocating resources towards 
SDG priorities.  

Employment and Smart cities  
 

 

Symposium sessions were led by Open Space and UYONET with 
the following emerging;  
 Kampala is gearing towards becoming a smart city that will 

rely on technology to facilitate efficiency and effectiveness of 
administration as well as the IT ingenuity of its people 
especially the youth to create new employment 
opportunities 

 Kampala now has several innovation centres including the 
KCCA run employment bureau as well as several private IT 
hubs that youth should take advantage of.  

 At the moment, there are series of opportunities especially 
for youth under KCCA smart city project; these include – 
automation of payments including the use of mobile phones, 
automation of construction plans and permits, the traffic 
control centre is being developed, the free Wi-Fi hotspots in 
Kampala and the business one-stop centre among others 
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Gender and Inequality 
 

 

This session was led by Femme Forte, with the following 
highlights;  

 There is too much patriarchy going on in the youth 
especially the school going and out of school youth. This, 
and religion have a stronghold on the mindset of the 
young people towards women empowerment and 
gender equality. 

 Youth have different perceptions and perspectives of 
gender equality. They assume that gender equality 
translates into empowering women to surpass the men 
and were therefore not receptive to the concept of 
gender equality.  

 It was strongly noted that there is inequality at places of 
work which affects the salary scales due to the 
difference in gender. It is perceived that women should 
not earn as much as their male counterparts because of 
the existing and growing stereotype that they are a 
weaker sex, sluggish in nature and cannot manage to 
work under pressure hence the low pay scale 

 Women do not support fellow women. They tend to put 
them down when a woman is accomplished or trying to 
make it.  

 They also feel the concept of gender equality is being 
imposed on them as this is a western agenda 

 
Peace and Security 
 

 

This session was convened by Saferworld in partnership with 
ANCHOR-Uganda (Africa Non-Profit Chore). The following were 
highlighted in relation to youth and peace and security;  

 Youth are not adequately involved in development 
processes aimed at promoting sustainable peace. And  

 High levels of unemployment intensified by high poverty 
levels is one of the factors making youth vulnerable to 
mobilization into violent acts. 

The limited access to economic resources especially land and 
increasing levels of unemployment are likely to impede the 
country’s chances of realising the other SDGs.  

Health 
 

 

This session was led by Youth Equality Centre, with the following 
highlights;  

 Uganda made a commitment at the London Summit in 
2016 to increase access to youth friendly services and 
government now supports civil society work on health. 
There are currently a number of programs on HIV which 
are being supported by government. 

 SDG 3 has 169 targets all of which zero down to 
elevating young people. Government is currently 
working on the Sexuality Education framework to guide 
SRH work and policies such as school healthy policy, 
Adolescent health policy all of which aim at providing 
age-appropriate information 
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 ¼ of adolescent girls have ever had a child or are 
pregnant. Uganda has a lot to do because regionally, the 
country is not doing well on all indicators both on 
adolescents and maternal health 

Youth Panel on SDGs With representation from youth organizations working on SDGs 
as well as youth political structures, the meeting on the Youth 
Panel on SDGs constituted a panel of 20 youth members and 
discussed how the proposed panel will execute its actions 
towards enhancing youth leadership and participation in the 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the SDGs at both 
national and global levels.  
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3. Outputs, Conclusion and Emerging Lessons  
 

3.1. Emerging Lessons 
 

a) There are 169 targets and 244 indicators listed in the SDG global indicator framework. 
Over a third of the 169 SDG targets highlight the role of youth. With this fact, the SDGs 
cannot be realised without the active involvement of the youth.  

b) The Symposium was applauded as a step in the right direction; It’s a first step to getting 
youth empowered to engage. The engagement should however happen in a phased 
manner. First youth SDGs activists must understand the SDG framework including the 
range of targets and performance indicators. Secondly youth organisations and activists 
must find their niche – highlighting which SDG speaks to their immediate interest; thirdly, 
youth activists and organisations should then take action at the different levels. 

c) Government of Uganda has already made some progress in instituting processes to 
localize the SDGs. The development of the SDGs happened at the same time when Uganda 
was developing her second NDP which ‘resulted into the country being the first in the 
world to mainstream the SDGs into the national planning frameworks’. In addition, 
Uganda has instituted several reforms including the establishment of a Prime Minister’s 
Delivery Unit; a Monitoring and Evaluation Facility, issuance of certificates of compliance 
to both the NDP II and to the Gender and Equity Requirements as well as shifting from 
outputs to programme based budgeting. This demonstrates political will at the highest 
level.  

d) The SDGs can only be realized with a strong commitment to partnerships and cooperation 
across sectors and countries. It emerged at the Symposium that everyone – young and 
old, male and female, educated and illiterate will be crucial if government is to realise the 
SDGs. The civil and political societies will be crucial in ensuring that data used to monitor 
and report on the progress of SDGs includes the voices of the marginalised in society.   

e) Youth CSOs, while actively engaged in several development programmes, are not 
consciously aware of ‘how to mainstream and link their current interventions to the 
SDGs’. Activists within these CSOs are only aware of the SGDs but not conversant with the 
corresponding targets and indicators of progress.   

f) The establishment of the Parliamentary Forum on SDGs is timely; however, it emerged 
that prior the symposium, CSOs were not aware of its existence. Going forward, the forum 
is considered a vital platform through which CSOs can engage the legislature to ensure 
that all sectors comply to both the NDP II and the Gender and Equity requirements.  

g) At the moment, the SDGs agenda remains an elite driven process; youth particularly those 
in the rural areas do not understand what it is and how it relates to their aspirations.    

h) Media was recognised as critical to an informed citizenry on SDGs. It however emerged 
that media in Uganda is also struggling to produce quality content on the SDGs. With the 
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proliferation of citizen journalism, youth have opportunities to use social media to inform 
each other and build SDGs movements.  

i) There is no structured coordination amongst youth serving organisations working on SDG 
promotion and implementation.  
 

3.2. Symposium Outputs 
 

The major symposium output was the Youth Panel on SDGs. A 20-member youth group 
constituted to act as a core youth referencing platform to engage government and other SDG 
actors to recognize and coagulate the role of youth in localizing the SDGs.  The inaugural 
membership is constituted as follows; 

No Name/Profile Organisation SDGs 

1. Wakibu Bunnya, Open space Centre  

2. Mutehimbwa Chrispin Sensitize Uganda  

3. Isabela Akiteng FEMME FORTE  

4. Michele Kharono Carol KCCA Youth Councilor  

5. Teopista Kiiza African Youth Development Link  

6. Aisha Namutebi Youth Councillor, KCCA  

7. Angella Mirembe Kafeero Foundation  

8. Kaviri Ali Youth Equality Centre  

9. Nashiba Nakabira Uganda Muslim Youth Development Forum  

10. David Nyaribi Youth Line Forum  

11. Gilbert Luteete Uganda Youth Delegate to the UN    

12. Ssekitto Kalule Emma Faces Up Uganda  

13. Ntale Abdu Students for Global Democracy  

14. Nakaweesi Jane UYONET  

15. Sendi Joel UYAFPAH  

16. Kigonya Elias YASI  

17. Atsou Silvese AIESEC  
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3.3. Conclusion 
 

While there have been several global events at the UN level to involve youth in SDGs 
development and popularisation, there are hardly initiatives at the local level to have youth 
play a meaningful role in SDGs.  Processes related to localizing the SDGs such as the 
development of the NDP II and sector development plans are not just complex in nature but 
hardly involve youth. Worse still the youth SDG movement in Uganda hardly exists despite 
several youth led interventions related to actualising the SDGs. Youth serving organisations 
and activists do not have the knowledge to link their current interventions to the SDGs 
because of limited appreciation of the SDG indicator frameworks and targets.  

Events such as Multiply SDGs Youth Symposium should not only be encouraged and 
supported but also localized to reach out to grassroots and sub-national youth organisations. 
Awareness of the SDGs in their broadest sense remains a major challenge even with national-
level youth and youth organisations. Practically, youth will be able to play a meaningful role 
if there are efforts to enhance their understanding of the SDGs and the implementation, 
monitoring and reporting tools. Beyond the youths and Youth CSOs, young leaders at the 
various levels are key allies in monitoring SDGs and engaging government to act wherever 
there is complacency. However, as highlighted at the symposium, youth leaders too need to 
have their understanding of the SDGs enhanced.  

Collaboration and synergy will thus be key in getting youth to actively participate and have 
their concerns mainstreamed in policy processes related to SDGs. Significant investments 
must be undertaken to build a critical mass of pro-SDG activists coalesced around the existing 
organisations. Development partners and government are central players given the complex 
nature of the SDG frameworks and the almost zero understanding of the SDG amongst youth 
at all levels. The Multiply SDGs Youth Symposium and like-minded processes need to be 
supported and convened much more regularly.  

 

 

  



12 
 

4. Action Plan to Implement the Recommendations  
 

4.1. Recommendations  
 

a) Open Space in partnership with other SDG focused organizations should conduct a baseline 
assessment to fully appreciate the current context for Youth SDG engagements. 

b) There is need to enhance the capacity of the established Youth Panel on SDGs and transform it 
into an expert panel. 

c) The Youth Expert Panel on SDGs will then be supported to align their organisation’s interventions 
to specific SDGs/Indicators. 

d) The Expert Panel will then popularise the SDGS through the use of online tools, social and 
mainstream media as well as through IEC materials. 

e) The Panel will advocate for the mainstreaming of youth into all national and international SDG 
processes. Open Space will develop a standard concept for the Panel indicating its mandate, 
composition, interventions and responsibilities 

4.2. Implementation of the Recommendations  
 

a) Open Space is making available physical space with a work station and corresponding facilities to 
ensure fluid engagements. A person dedicated to coordinating the activities of the Panel shall be 
recruited.  

b) The Panel will meet on a quarterly basis, with each of the member organisation representation 
having an opportunity to host a panel meeting.   

c) The Panel will communicate using most of the latest IT platforms; What’s up, Face book, group 
email, twitter among others 

d) Member organisations shall plan for panel activities while designing projects and work plans 
e) Open Space will lead resource mobilisation efforts for Panel Activities  
f) The symposium shall become an annual event as a platform for regular sharing and reflections on 

the current interventions by youth serving organisations as well as government accountability on 
the SDGs.  
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Annex 1: About the Conveners  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Founded in 2009, Open Space Centre (Open Space) is a fully registered non-partisan, not 
for profit, youth-led organization working in various parts of Uganda. It’s Open Space 
because that reflects what the organisation does - broaden space and opportunities for 
young people to enhance their potential and constructively contribute to Uganda’s social, 
economic and political development. Through activities like university and secondary 
school debates as well as the Annual National Youth Festival, Open Space has provided 
young people with opportunities to engage directly with policy makers and influence youth 
focused policies and programs. In addition, the debate training and dialogue programs in 
universities and local communities have been instrumental in building critical thinking, 
leadership, communication, research, negotiation and oratory skills to enable these young 
people engage with issues that matter to them. Many of these young people have gone 
on to be successful activists, youth leaders and social entrepreneurs. 

Crossing Borders is a non-profit, civil society organisation. Its vision is a world at peace celebrating 
diversity and its mission is to create space for dialogue and to build the capacity of youth, media 
workers and educators. CB provides youth with platforms to cross-fertilise ideas and to form global 
associates, networks and communities worldwide. In a learning environment, where all 
participants are encouraged to grow and learn from one another, CB enables young people to 
share their best ideas, best products and best practices. 
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Annex 2: Symposium Partners  
 

1) Uganda Nationa NGO Forum  
2) Office of the Prime Minister  
3) Crossing Borders 
4) Kafeero Foundation  
5) Climate Action Network 
6) CISU 
7) Faces UP 
8) FOWODE 
9) AIESEC 
10) Safer world  
11) Youth Equality Centre 
12) UYONET 
13) Center for Policy Analysis  
14) Femme Forte   
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Annex 3: Symposium Programme  
 

Time Activity Responsible person (s) 
Set Up Day, Sunday 22nd April, 2018 

22:00 – 00:00  Exhibitor Set up Open Space/Events Manager 

Day 1: 23rd April, 2018 
06:00 – 10:00 Exhibitor set up, 

Registration, Side Events, 
Photo Booth 

Open Space/Exhibitors/Events Manager 

Plenary Session: Global Goals, so what? 
10:00 -11:30 Plenary Session Moderator – Maria Alesi 

1. Muzoora Amelia, student from Kisubi Mapeera 
2. Angela Mirembe, Kafeero Foundation 
3. Ram Hadji, AIESEC Alumni 
4. Lwetute Gilbert, UN SDGs Enthusiast 
5. Eshban Kwesigwa, CEPA 
6. Immaculate, student from Kampala International University 

Official Opening: Delivering Together 
11:30 – 13:30 Official Opening Moderator – William Kyeyune  

1. Ahmed Hadji, AYDL 
2. Wakibu Bunnya, Open Space Centre 
3. Board Member, Crossing Borders 
4. Honourable Barnabas Tinkasimire, Chairperson, Parliamentary 

SDG Forum 
5. Musimenta Boaz, Principal Policy Analyst, Office of the Prime 

Minister 
WORKSHOPS 

14:30 – 16:30 Workshops  Health – Youth Equality Centre 
Moderator – Joy Asasira 

1. Anne Sizomu, IPPFARO 
2. Robert Ocayo, Right Here Right Now 
3. Raymond Ruyoka, Reproductive Health Uganda 
4. Joan Banura, UYFPAH 
5. Dennis Jjuuko, CEHURD 

Climate – Climate Action Network Uganda 
Moderator – Miriam Talwisa 

1. Richard Hamba, Teens Uganda 
2. Anthony Wolimba 
3. Esther Flavia Obua 

Side Meeting on the SDGs Youth Panel 
17:00 Official End of Day 1 MC Officially ends the day’s program 

 


